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iJENVoLio  and  his  friend  were  punflual 
to  their  engagement,  and  entered  the 
theatre  a  few  minutes  before  the  drawing 
up  of  the  curtain.  Krites  conduced 
the  knight  to  the  middle  of  the  houfe  in 
front,  and  when  they  were  feated  afked 
his  opinion  of  the  coup  <VauiL  "  It  is 
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**  elegant,  tafteful,  and  fpacious/'  faid 
Benvolio,  "  but  I  fear  all  this  will  be 
"  deflroyed  by  defed  in  the  coup  d^oreille. 
"  The  principal  end  in  the  conftruQion 
"  of  a  theatre  fhould  be  the  diftind  con- 
*'  veyance  of  the  dialogue  from  the  ftage 
*^  to  every  part  of  the  houfe,  and  no  colla- 
*<  teral  beauty  can  atone  for  the  failure 
*'  of  that.  This  fpacicms  area  menaces 
-*'  a  deprivation  of  the  fenfe  of  the  piece 
**  to  be  performed,  of  that  which  is  to 
<*  fupport  the  fliowy  appearance.'*— 
'••  You  forget,  feigneur/*  replied  Kri- 
tes,  •'  that  you  are  at  Neuron,  where 
^  (how  fupports  the  drama,  not  this  the 
•*  (how  ;  confequently  the  firft  confider- 
**  ation  in  the  conftrudion  of  an  Aifthe- 
^'  fian  theatre  is  juftly  that  which  affords 
*<  room  for  fpedacle,'' — *'  I  underfland 
«^  you,"  faid  Benvolio,  "  this  theatre  is 
^'  devoted  to  pantomime  and  dance." — 
*'  Pardon  me,"   replied  Krites,    "  the 

"mod 


THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT.  5 

^^  mod  regular  pieces  of  the  Noufaifthefiaii 
^^  poets  are  frequently  reprefented  here." 
— '^  To  what   purpofe  ?" — '^  That   the 
^^  Aiflhefians  may  fay   they  have  feea 
*^  them ;  the  firfl:  piece  this  evening  is  a 
^  very    celebrated    one,     written     by 
«  Ywato/* — "  Then,"  cried  Benvolio, 
^*  I  beg   we  may  move  within  hearing  : 
*'  yonder  are  fome  vacant   places   near 
*«  the  ftage.*' — "  But  you  will  lofe  much 
**  of  the  fplendour  of  the  after-piece.*'— 
««  I  readily  confent   to  that/*  faid   the 
knight,   at  the  fame  time  accompanying 
his  friend  to  the  vacant  feats. 

The  curtain  drew  up,  and  the  play 
began.  The  ftory  of  the  piece  was  aa 
interelling  one.  A  young  man  of  rare 
endowments,  without  fortune  but  of  a 
haughty  fpirit,  after  faving  from  death 
the  beautiful  daughter  of  a  rich  noble- 
man, had  married  her  againll  the  con- 
fent of  her  father,  and  they  wer«  both 
»  2  i& 
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in  confequence  deferted  by  him.  In  a 
ftort  time  they  were  reduced  to  the  mofl: 
urgent  want  and  diftrefs  :  fruitlefs  appli- 
cations were  made  to  the  unrelenting  fa- 
ther, who  was  one  of  the  higheft  magif- 
t^ates  of  the  ftate.  In  defpair,  the  youth 
yields  to  the  perfuafion  of  his  dearefl 
friend  to  join  in  a  confpiracy  againfl:  the 
government,  and  is  fworn  to  fecrefy. 
Unable  to  conceal  from  his  wife  the  new 
emotions  of  his  foul  excited  by  the  en- 
gagement he  has  entered  into  againft  the 
{late,  of  which  her  father  is  one  of  the 
chief  rulers,  he  appears  to  labour  with 
the  fecret :  (he  works  upon  his  heart, 
obtains  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fecret, 
and  prevails  upon  him  to  go  with  her 
and  difclofe  it  to  the  magiftrates.  His 
bofom  friend  and  the  other  confpirators 
are  feized  and  condemned  to  die.  The 
fituations  to  which  this  fimple  tale  gives 
rife  are  of  the  moft  imprefTive  and  moving 

kind. 
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kind.  The  warm  effufions  of  love  In  the 
hour  of  diftrefs,  fo  much  more  felt  by  a 
fpeclator  than  the  mod  ardent  in  the 
hours  of  joy,  the  upbraidings  of  a  lofl 
friend  for  treachery,  ren;orfe  for  betray- 
ing a  friend  holding  out  his  hand  to  fave 
his  betrayer,  the  bitter  reproaches  heaped 
on  the  beloved  and  lovely  inftlgator  of 
the  treachery,  and  the  well-wrought 
ftruggle  between  rage  and  love  are 
niafter  pieces  of  poetic  adlion. 

The  part  of  the  heroine  was  perforn^ed 
by  a  Noufalflhefian  a£lrefs  of  unrivalled 
powers :  every  tone,  look,  and  gefture 
was  addrefled  both  to  the  heart  of  the 
untaught  Aiflhefian  and  to  the  judgment 
oftheNoufaifthefian  critic,  of  whom  there 
were  many  in  the  houfe.  The  knight 
himfeif  was  enchanted.  She  had  all  but 
realized  thofe  fcenes  in  which  fhe  was 
upon  the  ftage,  and  had  fo  infpired  the 
adtor  who  played  her  hufband,  that,  not- 
B  3  with- 
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withftanding  an  evident  deficiency  of 
4^01] ntenance  and  perfon,  he  feemed  to  be 
the  very  cbarader  he  perfonated :  he 
loved,  laged,  foothed,  menaced,  forgave^, 
grieved,  and  fubmitted  in  the  truth  of 
nature.  Benvolio  obferved  it  to  Kri- 
U'S.  "  That  man/^  faid  the  latter, 
*'  poiTeffes  but  indifferent  talents,  nor 
"  was  he  ever  before  trufted  with  a  chief 
"  charader.  He  is  pofitively  infpired 
"  by  the  a£lrefs,  to  the  aftonifliment  of 
*«  all  the  critics :  and  the  Aifthefian  ladies 
**  who  turned  up  their  nofes  at  him 
*'  laft  feafon,  now  admire  him  beyond 
♦♦  every  thing.  The  fluQuation  of  opi- 
*'  nion  is  not  always  fo  reafonable. 
*'  Have  you  heard  of  the  theatrical  phe* 
««  nomenon  which  has  appeared  in  the 
«  remote  parts  of  Aifthefis  ?"^ — "  I  have 
«  not,*'  faid  Benvolio.  "  A  young  boy 
<«  unanimoufly  pronounced  by  every 
<'  audience  before  whom.he  has  appeared, 

"  to 
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*^  to  have  the  powers  of  charming  in  a 
**  very  fuperior  degree.  He  has  been 
*'  fo  highly  extolled  in  the  country^  that 
*^  the  Neuronites  have  fent  for  him, 
^*  and  the  whole  town  are  on  tiptoe  ex- 
*'  peclation  to  fee  him.  He  is  to  be 
♦*  here  to-morrow,  and  plays  in  the 
*'  courfe  of  a  few  days.  Every  feat  in 
"  the  houfe  has  been  engaged  for  a  long 
*«  time  pafl:.  Should  you  like  to  be  pre- 
*•  lent  at  his  firfl  appearance  ?" — "  Cer- 
**  tainly/*  faid  the  knight.  "  I  have  a 
*'  feat  then  at  your  fervice,"  faid  Kri- 
tesj  "  you  will  dine  with  me  on  the 
"  appointed  day,  and  we  will  come 
"  together.'* 

This  engagement  was  made  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  play,  between  which 
and  the  fubfequent  piece  Benvolio  had 
time  to  look  round  and  examine  the 
houfe.  The  tout  enfemhle  was  brilliant, 
the  building  difplayed  much  tafte  fo  far 
B  4  as- 
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as  It  related  to  a  fhowy  architedure,  an^ 
it  was  well  lighted.  The  company  was 
of  the  firft  rank  and  fortune,  the  mo- 
narch was  in  a  private  box,  the  princes 
of  Aifthefis  were  feen  in  different  parts, 
and  every  thing  confirmed  the  informa* 
tion  given  to  Benvolio  by  the  oipajfant 
friend  of  Krites  in  the  fehool  of  fcience 
that  it  was  one  of  the  hcaua  jours  of  the 
theatre. 

However  dazzling  the  general  appear- 
ance, the  knight  was  not  blinded  to  the 
minuter  obje£ls  within  his  ken,  and  the 
firfl:  thing  that  (truck  him  was  the  inde- 
i  cacy,  not  to  fay  indecency,  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  ladies  were  drefTed. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  they 
lludied  at  the  painter's,  where  he  had 
blulhed  in  the  morning,  more  how  to 
expofe  a  quantity  of  nakednefs  than  to 
ornament  their  perfons  with  becoming 
apparel.      Thofe    who    had    prominent 

bofoms 
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bofoms  arranged  them  for  the  conveniency 
of  the  fpe61ator,  and  thofe  who  were  nar- 
row-chefted,  poor  things,  ere£led  imita- 
tions, a  linen  protuberance  which  gaped 
at  an  awful  diflaiice  from  the  flat  neck 
to  which  it  was  fruitlefsly  annexed. 
Plump,  lean,  or  cufliions  of  fat,  not  an 
arm  was  covered  below  the  flioulder,  and 
the  thin  garment  that  covered  the  body 
was  made  to  difplay  the  fhape  and  turn 
of  every  limb. 

As  for  the  male  part  of  the  company, 
they  difplayed  an  effeminate  attention  to 
their  drefs,  which  was  gaudy  and  over- 
charged with  ornament.  A  fmile  and  a 
nod,  fniffing  the  fcent  bottle^  and  offering 
the  bonboniere,  feemed  the  principal  ac- 
Gomplifhments  of  both  fexes.  Benvolio 
was  yet  making  hisobfervations,  and  Kri- 
tes  applying  his  comments,  when  the 
fecond  piece  began.  This  confided  of  a 
feries  of  unmeaning  dialogues  ftrung 
B  5  clumfily 
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clumfily  together  for  the  purpofe  of  giv- 
ing forae  fongs  in  the  form  of  a  drama, 
a  fpeclcs  of  compofition,  if  not  peculiar 
to  Aifthefis,  at  lead  the  only  one  at- 
tempted by  the  Aifthefians ;  and  they 
were  more  enamoured  of  it  than  of  the 
belt  dramatic  works  of  their  neigh- 
bours. 

The  fcenery  and  decorations  were 
fplendid  beyond  defcription,  and  viewed 
by  the  fpedlators  with  extafies.  If  the 
applaufe  beflowed  on  the  play  and  inimi- 
table adrefs  who  fupported  it  was  great, 
what  expreflion  can  fpeak  the  degree  of 
that  conferred  on  the  mufic  and  magni- 
ficence of  the  entertainment  ?  "  You 
'*  fee  the  difference,'*  faid  Krites  to 
Benvolio,  ''  between  judgment  and 
*'  paffion,  between  the  heart  and  the 
"  fenfes.  Sight  and  found  the  Aiftefians 
*^  are  formed  to  value,  but  the  objeds 
**  of  the  imagination  and  the  operations 

*'  of 
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«  of  featiaient  are  foreign  to  their  ideas. 
"  Thefe    raptures    flow    naturally  and 
'^  univerfally,  whereas  the  plaudits  given 
"  to  the  play  were  but  the  echoes  of  a- 
«  fuggefter."—"  A   fuggefter  of  emo- 
"  tion  !"  exclaimed  Benvolio.     "  They 
"  who  travel  in  unknown  regions,"  faid 
Krites,    "  require  to  be  led.     To  avoid 
"  the  (hame  of  erring,  two  Noufaifthe- 
<«  fian  poets  are  appointed  fuggefters  to 
«<  the  theatre,    with    feats  on  different 
"fides    of    the    houfe ;    not    that    the: 
"  Aifthefians  abdicate  entirely  their  right, 
"  for  they  not  unfrequently  are  induced- 
«^  by  fome  look  or  attitude  of  an   ador- 
"  to  break  out  of  their  own  accord.  But 
«  it  often   happens  that  the  fuggefters 
«  differ  in  opinion,  when  it  is  through* 
<*  ly  ridiculous  to  hear  the  audience  ceafc 
««  from  clapping  to  hifs,  tiit  they  obferve 
"  the  difference  between  the  fuggefters, 
<«  and  it  then  becomes  the  fafhion  to 
5  6  **  divide^ 
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**  divide,  and  to  clap  and  hifs  together.'* 
— "  And  are  thefe  fuggeflers/'  afked 
Benvollo,  "  likewife  the  inftruments  of 
"  rank  ?''  —  "  No,"  replied  Krite?, 
''  the  Prince  does  not  think  proper  to 
*'  interfere  with  the  theatre  when  he  rs 
'*  not  prefent ;  and  when  he  is,  the 
"  fuggeflers  watch  his  motions,  and  pay 
''  him  the  greateft  deference."—*'  It  rs 
"  he  then  who  has  led  the  applaufes  of 
*'  to-night  ?"— "  With  refpe6l  to 
''  the  play,"  replied  Krites,  **  both  the 
*'  piece  and  the  adlrefs  have  long  been 
*'  favourites  of  the  town  from  habit ; 
'♦  and  as  to  the  fecond  piece,  its  merits 
*'  being  addrefled  to  the  eye  and  the  ear, 
"  the  Aiflhefians  are  competent  judges, 
**  and  feel  themfelves  independent  of  the 
"  fuggefters.  Nay,  they  have  been 
"  known  in  works  of  fancy  and  mind  to 
*^  give  way  to  an  impulfe  againft  the 
**  direftion  of  the  fuggefters  in  which  I 
5  *J  think 
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*'  think  thy  would  have  been  fupported 
"  by  a  judicious  critic.  On  thefe  occa- 
"  fions  the  fuggefters  are  extremely  en- 
"  raged,  and  fometimes  avenge  them- 
"  felves  at  the  moment,  by  repeated  ex- 
*^  clamations  of  Beafts !  Brutes !  which 
"  the  Aifthefians  bear  with  coolnefs/' 

The  company  having  now  nearly  all  left 
the  theatre,  Benvolio  and  his  friend  like- 
wife  withdrew,  continuing  however  to 
talk  of  theatres,  a6i:ors  and  authors.  Ben- 
volio afked  if  the  players  were  liberally 
fupported  by  thofe  who  feem  to  owe  fo 
much  of  the  enjoyment  of  their  exiftence 
to  them.  "  No  profefTion  or  art  is  half 
**  fo  fumptuoully  rewarded  at  Neuron," 
replied  Krkes.  "  As  for  the  foreign 
"  players,  (and  the  principal  ones  all 
"  come  from  Noufaifthefis)  they  make 
"  their  own  terms,  they  know  they  mufl 
**  be  had.  Indeed  moft  of  them  can 
^  afford  to  live,  and  do  live  in  a  fumptu- 

"  ous 
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"  ous  manner,  and  are  admitted  into  the 
"  fociety  of  the  highefl  ranks  of  the 
**  country/' — "  The  authors  of  courfe," 
faid  Benvolio,  "  are  ftill  more  highly 
"  eftimatedand  rewarded?" — *'  It  is  but 
'^  natural  to  fuppofe/'  replied  Krites, 
"  that  the  inventor  fhould  be  preferred 
"  to  the  difplayer  of  the  invention  j  but 
"  that  is  not  the  cafe  in  Aifthefis.  The 
'^  poet  is  not  feen,  or  heard  perfonally, 
"  the  ador  ftudies  to  be  feen  and  heard 
**  to  advantage  ;  the  poet  produces^ 
**  thoughts  and  pidures  in  folitude  ;  but 
''  it  is  the  ador,  that  gives  them  efFe<fl 
*'  and  grace.  The  Aiflhefians  mud 
**  have  adors,  but  they  have  no  need  of 
"poets  except  for  their  adors.  The 
**  reward  of  an  author,  therefore  is  of 
**  fecondary  confideration :  not  but  that 
**  if  he  pofiefs  entertaining  powers  and 
*'  will  condefcend  to  pipe  at  a  feaft,  he 
"  will  be    admitted    through    courtefy. 

**  This 
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"  This  they  have  in  general  too  much 
*'  pride  to  do,  and  are  therefore  too 
*^  often  perfonally  neglected  while  their 
*^  works  are  charming  thoufands." 

As  Krites  faid  this,  he  led  Benvolio 
into  a  public  place  of  refrefhment,  whither 
it  was  the  fafhion  to  refort  after  the 
play.  Here  they  found  various  groups 
of  company,  all  of  whom  were  exprefling 
their  rapture  at  the  entertainments  of  the 
evening,  and  extolling  the  poet  Ywato. 

Krites  had  juft  ordered  fome  refrefh- 
nient  when  a  perfon  in  ragged  clothes 
entered  the  room  and  begged  of  Ben- 
Tolio  to  give  him  a  lodOf  a  fmall  Aifthe- 
fian  coin.  The  knight,  furprifed,  looked 
at  Krites,  who  inftantly  drew  out  a 
gopa,  a  piece  of  twenty  times  the  value 
of  that  which  the  ftranger  had  alked, 
and  gave  it  to  him  with  a  look  of  folici- 
tude.  The  ftranger  went  immediately 
to  the  board  on  which  refreihments  were 

difplayed. 
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difplayed,  and  laying  down  the  gopa  took 
up  a  fmall  fimple  cake.  "  It  is  he," 
faid  Krites  to  Benvolio,  '^  it  is  —  '* 
Before  he  could  utter  the  name,  the 
ftranger  made  a  convulfive  ftruggle,  and 
fell  backward.  Benvolio,  whofe  eyes 
had  followed  him  from  the  moment  his 
friend  had  faid,  "  //  is  he^^  and  who  was 
now  at  no  great  diftance  from  him, 
fprung  forward,  and  caught  him  in  his 
arms.  The  company  crowded  round 
him,  the  face  of  the  ftranger  was  recog- 
nized, and  there  was  a  cry  of,  "  It  is 
"  Ywato,  it  is  Ywato.^'  He  continued 
convulfed  till  he  died  upon  the  fpot.  The 
perfon  with  whom  he  lodged,  a  poor 
Noufaifthefian,  lately  fet  up  as  a^manufac* 
turer  at  Neuron,  was  fent  for,  and  de- 
clared that  he  had  long  been  without  fuf- 
tenance.  His  emaciated  figure  corrobo- 
rated the  declaration,  and  the  poet  with 
whofe  numbers  nations  had  been  charmed, 

and. 


THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT.  ry 

and  whofe  genius  had  that  very  night  af- 
forded the  general  entertainment  to  the 
city  of  Neuron,  had  been  left  to  ftarve  in 
an  obfcure  corner,  and  was  abfolutely 
choaked  in  his  eagernefs  to  fwallow  a 
morfel  of  food. 

It  was  no  fooner  known  that  Ywato 
was  dead  than  that  munificence  which 
might  have  preferved  his  life  and  yielded 
him  a  happy  exillence,  broke  forth  in 
innumerable  flreams  to  honour  his  obfe- 
quies.  His  corpfe  was  not  allowed  to  be 
carried  back  to  his  naked  room,  but 
borne  to  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  grandees 
of  Aifthefis.  Benvolio  was  all  amaze- 
ment :  "  How  inconfiftent,"  cried  he, 
*^  to  have  no  feeling  for  him  while  hg 
*^  had  feeling  himfelf,  and  power  to  ma- 
^'  nifefl  a  fenfe  of  generofity,  but  to  la- 
*'  vifh  regard  and  diftinQions  upon  him 
"  the  moment  he  becomes  a  lifelefs 
"  clod."—"  You  are  miftaken/'  replied 

Krites  j 
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Krites ;  "  it  is  very  confiftent  in  Aifthefis, 
"  where  the  regard  and  diftindions 
*'  beflowed  on  fuch  occafions  are  but 
**  the  price  for  the  gratification  of  a 
^'  fpecies  of  pride  which  the  Aifthefians 
"  conceive  to  be  very  honourable  to 
**  them.  As  I  fald  before,  thofe  merits 
•*  which  are  perfonal  are  recommenda- 
**  tions  in  life,  but  they  ceafe  with  life 
"  and  often  much  fooner :  whereas 
*'  thofe  of  the  genuine  poet,  which  are 
**  independent  of  his  frame,  are  over- 
**  looked  in  Aifthefis  while  he  lives,  but 
''  render  his  name  immortal  after  his 
*'  death,  and  the  honour  bellowed  oa 
**  the  name  is  confidered  as  refleded/* 
— —  "  Then  Ywato,'*  faid  Benvolio, 
**  will  have  a  monument  erefted  to  his 
"  memory.** 


CHAP* 


THE  KNIGHTS  EllRANT.  19 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Honours  paid  to  the  poet. — The  Temple  of  the 
Dead.— The  diiFeretoce  of  thofe  of  Phreen. — A 
theatrical  phenomenon* 

It  wa8  the  fafhion  to  vifit  the  dead  body 
of  the  poet  Ywato  at  the  houfe  of  the 
grandee  where  it  lay  previous  to  in* 
terment.  Benvolio  and  Krites  went 
through  the  ceremony,  it  being  under- 
flood  that  it  was  a  compliment  expeded 
from  all  perfons  of  diftindion.  They 
like  wife  followed  it  to  the  Temple  of  the 
Dead^  whither  it  was  conveyed  with  the 
greateft  funeral  pomp,  and  where  a  mag- 
nificent monument  was  fhortly  after 
ereded  to  his  memory  by  the  grandee,  at 
whofe  houfe  his  corpfe  had  Iain. 

Benvolio  obferved  that  of  the  immenfe 

retinue 
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retinue  that  had  followed  the  bier  to  the 
Temple,  a  very  fmall  number  entered, 
and  of  thofe  who  did,  he  loft  fight  the 
moment  the  body  was  depofited.  He 
and  Krites,  were  left  by  themfelves  at 
one  corner  of  the  Temple.  **  The 
*«  Aifthefians, ''  faid  Krites,  «  hold 
*'  death  in  abhorrence,  and  not  the  left 
**  that  the  term  of  life  feems  fixed  at  a 
**  Ihorter  period  than  in  Noufaifthefis."-— 
*'  Fixed  by  nature  ?*'  afked  Benvolio. 
**  So  they  generally  believe,"  replied  Kri- 
tes, "  and  indeed  it  may  be  allowed ; 
*<  for  the  modes  of  exiftence  which  (hort- 
"  en  life  are  now  become  thoroughly 
*^  their  nature.  They  have  no  future 
"  hope,  and  dread  death,  yet  cannot  re- 
*^  fift  thofe  indulgences  which  accelerate 
««  it.  They  never  enter  this  Temple  but 
*'  with  the  greateft  reludance,  and  fhud- 
"  dering  at  the  gloomy  appearance  of  the 
«^  interior,  remain  not  an  inftant  longer 

"  than 
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*<=  than  is  requifite  for  the  office  to  be  per- 
"  formed." — **  To  what  purpofe  ere(5t 
"  thefe  monuments  with    infcriptions," 
faid  Benvolio,  ''  if  they  never  vifit  thefe 
«'  regions  of  their  departed  friends  and 
"  relations?"— "  It  is,"  replied  Krites, 
"  a  ufelefs  fpecies  of  immortality  which 
*f  they  think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
"  beftow  on  thofe  who  have  no  other. 
<«  The  magnificence  of  the  Temple  at- 
"  trads  the  curiofity  of  ftrangers^  and 
"  they  are  only  perfons  who  look  at  thefe 
«'  memorials.'* — "  There   is   fomething 
"  awful  and  grand  in  this  fcene  j"    faid 
Benvolio.     "  It  would  be  truly  fo,"  re- 
plied Krites,  "  if  it  were  confidered  as 
*'  the  repofitory  of  the  records  of  de- 
"  parted  worth  gone  to  its  reward.     Let 
"  us  take  a  view  of  the  monuments."— 
*f  Here  is  a  mafter-piece,"  faid  Benvolio. 
<«  It  is  very  fine,"    replied  Krites,  "  I 
"  am  acquainted  with  the  artift,  who 

*'  lives 
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***  lives  at  Phreen,  the  capital  of  Noufa- 
*'  ifthefis,  where  he  ranks  very  high. 
"**  The  defign  is  grand  and  the  execution 
*^  worthy  of  the  defign  :  but  on  whom  is 
*«  it  beftowed  ?" — "  It  fhould  feem  by  the 
*'  infcription,'*  replied  Benvolio,  '*  on 
"**  one  that  richly  merited  it.*' — "  Read 
*^  the  next  mfcription,"  faid  Krites, 
*<  and  the  next  to  that,  and  procceed 
<*  with  as  many  as  you  pleafe."  The 
knight  perufed  a  great  number  :  *'  In 
**  deed,'*  faid  he  fmiling,  *^  the  tenor  of 
^'  them  is  much  alike.'* — "  It  would 
<*  fpare  much  trouble/*  faid  Krites, 
^^  if  one  general  infcription  were  en- 
"  graven  on  a  tablet,  at  the  entrance  of 
**  the  Temple,  afcribing  all  that  was  good 
*'  and  lovely  to  the  tenants  of  it :  ad- 
"  ding  according  to  the  Aifthefian  belief, 
"  that  though  fo  good  and  lovely,  they 
**  were  now  anihilated  for  ever.'*—"  Is 
•'  not  the  number  of  temples  in  Neuron,'' 

faid 
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fald  Benvolio,  *^  in  confident  with  the 
**  renunciation  of  futurity  by  the  Aifthe- 
*'  fians  ?" — *'  By  no  means,'*  replied 
Krites,  "  pleafure  Is  the  deity  to  which 
**  thefe  temples  are  ereded  ;  it  is  the  ob- 
"  je£t  of  their  adoration,  and  they  have 
**  not  a  wifh  beyond  the  gratification  of 
**  the  prefent  hour.** 

As  Benvolio  and  Krites  were  about 
to  go  out,  the  former  turned  to  admire 
once  more  the  magnificence  of  the  fur- 
rounding  pile,  and  obferved  to  his  friend 
the  folemn  ftillnefs  that  reigned^  "  How 
**  very  different,**  faid  Krites,  "  from 
"  the  temples  at  Phreen,  which  are  dedi- 
**  cated  to  departed  fpirits.  Convinced 
*'  that  our  friends,  though  gone  before 
*'  us,  are  capable  of  looking  back  and  of 
"  being  delighted  with  our  remembrance, 
'*  we  regularly  frequent  the  fpots  in 
^'  which  their  remains  are  depofited,  we 
*'  recal  paft  fcenes  of  afleftlon,  we  com- 

*'  memorate 
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*^  memorate  the  virtues  we  witnefled, 
"  we  chant  praifes,  and  pray  that  we 
"  may  be  worthy  of  joining  their  fociety 
'^  beyond  the  limits  of  Dokimafia.  The 
*«  buildings  in  general  are  not  fo  fupurb 
*^  as  this,  but  are  upon  a  very  different 
"  plan :  they  are  light  and  airy  though 
*'  folemn,  nor  do  we  conceive  it  necef- 
"  fary  to  unite  gloom  with  folemnity." 
Benvolio  concurred  in  this  opinion,  paid 
a  tribute  to  the  fuperiority  of  the  Nou- 
faifthefian  principle,  and  declared  that  he 
was  impatient  to  vifit  Noufaifthefis. 

The  day  after  the  funeral  of  Ywato 
was  the  day  on  which  the  young  ador, 
mentioned  by  Krites,  was  to  make  his 
firfl:  appearance.  The  friends,  according 
to  their  engagement,  dined  together  and 
fet  out  at  an  early  hour  for  the  theatre. 
As  they  approached  it,  long  lines  of  car- 
riages prevented  their  proceeding  but 
very  flowly,  and  they  therefore  chofe  to 

walk. 
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On  foot  they  found  the  crowd  fo  great^ 
that  It  was  with  the  utmofl:  difficulty  they 
reached  the  door  of  the  theatre,  and 
thence  they  had  to  make  their  way 
through  groups  of  fcreaming  and  fainting 
Aidhcfians — fome  lamenting  the  difii- 
cultles-  and  labour  they  had  fruitlefsly 
encountered,  others  making  the  moil 
extravagant  offers  for  places. 

Arrived  at  their  feats,  Benvolio  and 
Krires  found  mod  of  the  company  al- 
ready affembled,  and  others  pouring  in 
at  every  avenue.  Never  was  expeda- 
tlon  exalted  to  fo  high  a  pitch.  Thofe 
who  had  feen  the  child,  for  fuch  he  was, 
in  the  remote  parts  of  Aifthefis,  feemed 
proud  of  the  accidental  priority  of  grati- 
fication, and  fpent  the  time  previous  to 
the  rifmg  of  the  curtain,  in  rapturous 
defcriptions  of  the  aftonifhing  excellence 
of  the  boy,  and  of  various  pafTages  in 
the  well  known   plays,    which   he  had 

VOL.  III.  c  con- 
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conceived  in  a  different  light  from  every 
other  aiSlor,  and  executed  in  a  flyle  far 
ieyond  them.  The  generality,  who 
were  yet  to  fee  him,  were  wondering  to 
one  another,  whether  he  could  poflibly 
■deferve  the  fame  he  had  gained  ;  and 
many,  particularly  Noufaifthefians,  for 
it  was  a  principle  of  the  Noufaiflhefian 
to  be  on  his  guard  againft  his  impulfes, 
came,  refolved  not  to  be  duped  by  the 
force  of  artful  applaufes.  A  univerfal 
agitation  pervaded  the  houfe,  and  as  the 
curtain  rofe,  it  broke  forth  into  a  long 
preparatory  greeting. 

The  play  proceeded  a  confjderable  time, 

before  the  courfe  of  the  adion  brought 

the  hero  upon  the  flage.     No  attention 

vas  paid  to  the  aclors,  fcarcely  a  word 

they  uttered  was  heard.     The  audience 

continued    converfing    on   the   coming 

{.prodigy,    and  the  buz    of  their   voices 

confounded  the  articulation  of  thofe  on 

'  the 
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the  flage.     At  length  he  entered — the 
.  Aiflhefians,    without    waiting    for    their 
fuggefters,  yielded  to  their  impulfe;  the 
Noufaidhefians  to  the  beauty,  grace,  and 
nature,  that  appeared  in  the  young  can- 
didate.    All  that  can  be  conceived  ex- 
prefTive   of  rapture,    was    now    poured 
forth  :    clapping  of   the    hands  was  in- 
adequate to  the  feelings  excited — it  was 
prefently  loft  in  the  thunder  of  huzzaing, 
and  caps  were  thrown  into   the  air.     It 
was  a   confiderable  time  before   filencc 
could  be  obtained,  but  when  attention 
became  fixed,  the  filence  was  profound, 
all  eagerly   liftening   to    catch    the   firft 
accents   of  the  little   hero.     The  admi- 
ration that  followed   them  was  beyond 
defcription,  and  applaufe  was  redoubled 
at  every  fpeech  he  uttered  ;  and  at  the 
end  of  the  play,  the  clapping  and  huz- 
zaing continued  till  the  beginning  of  the 
c  2  enter. 
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entertainment  by  thofe  who  remained  j 
for  many,  fully  fatisfied  with  the  high 
treat  they  had  received,  withdraw  upon 
the  dropping  of  the  curtain  ;  and  what 
was  very  extraordinary,  they  who  re- 
mained hifled  the  entertainment,  though 
an  old  one,  off  the  (lage. 

Benvolio  and  Krites  joined  in  the 
general  admiration ;  the  latter  parti- 
cularly declared,  that  he  had  long  given 
i^Pr  ^tt  j^^i  ^^  ^^^^  feeing  nature  again 
ai^pmthe  (lage,  but  that  now  it  feemed 
likely  to  be  reflored.  "  How  comes 
'*  it,''  faid  Benvolio,  "  that  this  boy 
*'  has  not  been  fecured  for  the  capital 
/ff  of  Noufaifthefis,  his  own  country  ?" 
— <'  For  this  reafon,"  replied  Krites^ 
*«  that  plays  are  but  of  fecondary  con- 
"  fideration  there,  and  players  do  not 
<^  meet  the  fame  encouragement  as  a^ 
''  Neuron  J    there    they   are    paid    f^ 

"  affording 
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"  afFordIng  occafional  amufement,  here 
''  they  are  munificently  engaged,  and 
"  treated  as  priefts  and  prieftefTes  to  the 
"  god  of  the  country/* 


C  3  CHAK 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Zelotypus  and  Agneia, 

i  HE  merits  of  the  little  Noufaiflhefian 
were  now  the  theme  of  every  circle  in 
^Neuron,  from  the  palace  to  the  {Iiops  of 
the  arti2a!is  and  mechanics.  Never 
were  admiration  and  spplaufe  more  ge- 
neral. 1  here  wsis  not  a  dilTenting  voice, 
thofe  excepted  which  are  always  looked 
for,  and  the  negative  of  which  ever  en- 
hances the  value  of  genuine  praife : 
many  of  the  players,  and  a  few  conceited 
big  boys  were  his  enemies.  So  decided, 
however,  were  his  deferts,  that  all  the 
rank  and  fafhion  of  Neuron  vied  in 
iavifhing  the  mo(l  flattering  kindnefs  on 
the  little  felk)w.  It  was,  who  (liould 
have  him.     Benvolio  met  him  frequently 

in 
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in  the  bed  companies,  among  whom  he 
appeared  to  be  idolized.  He  feafled 
with  princes  and  grandees,  and  was  con- 
veyed to  the  theatre  in  their  carriages. 
He  played  almoft  every  night,  and 
he  never  played  without  increafing  his 
fame. 

Benvoilo,  who  found  in  Neuron  much 
to  gratify  his  curiofity,  and  in  Krites 
a  pleafing  companion  and  delightful 
guide,  allowed  himfelf  to  be  fo  entangled 
in  engagements,  that  he  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  remaining  longer  than  he 
intended  in  the  capital  of  Aifthefis* 
But  Neuron  and  all  its  pleafures  would 
have  had  little  power  to  delay  the 
knight  in  his  journey  through  Dokimafia, 
had  he  not  become  acquainted  with 
Zelotypus  and  Agneia.  They  were 
Noufaiflhefians,  efteemed  the  mod  beau- 
tiful and  accomplifhed  couple  in  Nouf- 
aifthefis,  and  every  happy  conflellation 
c  4  feemed 
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feemed  to  flied  its  feledefl  influence  on 
the  hour  of  their  nuptials.  Yet  had 
they  not  been  married  two  years,  when 
they  found  it  necejfary  to  fix  their  refi- 
dence  in  Aiflhefis,  Benvolio,  ignorant 
of  the  nature  of  that  neccjjity^  had  felt 
himfelf  attraded  to  Ztlotypus  by  the 
good  fenfe  of  his  converfation  and  the 
fuavlty  of  his  manners.  Similar  caufes 
rendered  the  attachment  reciprocal,  and 
the  knight  fpent  rnofl  of  his  time  at  the 
houfe  of  his  friend.  At  Neuron,  he  was 
of  double  value  to  Zelotypus,  nor  were 
his  merits  unacknowledged  by  the  lovely 
Agneia.  Harmony  and  confidence  ap- 
peared to  heighten  the  zeft  of  their 
fociety,  and  had  Agneia  not  been  a  wife, 
it  might  have  been  doubted  whether  flie 
had  not  eclipfed  the  divine  Felicia  in 
the  m^emory  of  the  knight.  Indeed  it 
muft  be  confefTed  that  he  ftlt  himfelf 
rather    too    much    delighted    with    his 

fituation^ 
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fituatlon,  than  was  confident  with  his 
defign  of  not  being  impeded  by  any 
pleafure  in  his  progrefs  through  Doki- 
mafia ;  but  it  mud  not  be  forgotten, 
that  his  "delights  were  of  a  nature  far 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  the  country  in  which 
he  was :  they  were  intelledual  and  bene- 
volent, they  were  the  delights  of  the 
head  and  of  the  heart,  fuch  as  were 
admitted  to  be  a  juft  excufe  for  loi- 
tering at  Phreen,  the  capital  of  Nouf- 
aifthefis. 

Benvolio  had  been  a  confiderable  time 
thus  happy,  without  his  ever  having 
found  himfelf  a  fingle  moment  alone  with 
Agneia^  whom  he  admired  and  eileemed. 
Having  no  thoughts  which  he  would  not 
equally  exprefs  btrfore  her  hufband,  this 
had  never  llruck  him  as  fmgular.  He 
faw  that  Zelotypus  v/as  as  attentive  as  a 
lover,  but  he  alfo  faw  that  Agneia  had 
loll  no  charm  in  becoming  a  wife.  He 
c  5  would 
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would  fometlmes  look  at  her  a  moment, 
think  of  Felicia,  and  figh. 

One  evening,  "while  looking  at  her 
more  earneftly  than  ufual,  he  was  fo  ab- 
forbed  in  contemplating  in  iniaginatioa 
his  own  divine  miftrefs,  the  lady  Felicia^ 
that  Zelotypus  had  left  the  room  fome 
moments  before  he  perceived  that  htf 
was  alone  with  the  objed  at  whom  he 
was  gazing.  "  Where,'*  cried  he,  re- 
covering himfelf,  "  where  Is  my  friend  ?*' 
— "  Lofl,  Benvolic,''  replied  Agneia, 
with  an  air  of  fadnefs ;  "  I  am  your 
"  friend  as  well  as  Zelotypus,  and  I  am 
*'  lofl:  ;  lofl:  to  my  country,  loft  to  my 
''  hufband,  and  now  lofl:  to  you.*' — 
<'  What  can  you  mean  ?'*  exclaimed  the 
afloniflied  knight.  "  Your  virtue  and 
*'  your  prudence,"  replied  flie,  '*  have 
*'  hitherto  fteered  our  friendfnip  clear 
<*  of  the  rock  that  endangered  it ;  but 
*'  this  night  you  have  unwarily  daflied 

*'  upon 
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"  upon  it,  and  we  now  fee  each  other 
'^  for   the  lad  time.     Pleafed  with  our 
*'  fociety,  you  have  been  kept  longer  in 
*'  this  country  than  you  intended  j  and 
"  you'  will  now  foon  purfue  your  journey 
*'  to  a  nobler,  if  not  a  happier  region,, 
"  one  dear  to  my  heart,  but  where  I- 
"  mufl  never  again   be   feen..     When 
"  you  come  there, — "  as  Agneia   was 
about  to  proceed,  the  door  opened,  and 
a  domeftic  informed  her  flie  was  wanted, 
"  Say,    1   come,"    flie    anfwered,   then< 
continued — "  When  you  are  there,  your 
"  ears  will  be  aflailed  with  fad  (lories  of 
*^  the   unfortunate    i^gneia.       Give   no 
"  credit  to  them,,Benvolio  5.  think  nor, 
"  that  your  friendfhip  has  beencaft  away. 
**  upon   a   worthlei's    woman,  but    pity 
"  and  defend  me.     I' have   not  time  to 
•*  fay   more — farewell   for-  ever  1'*      A. 
tear  that  had  rifen  to  her  eye,  dropped. 
from  its  reding  place.     The  knight,  ear* 
a  6.  ncftlyv 
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neflly  befeechlng  an  explanation,  would 
have  detained  her.  She  (hook  her  head, 
repeated  her  farewell,  and  left  the 
room. 

Amazed  and  confounded  at  an  event 
fo  unexpected,  fo  fudden,  Ben  vol  io  was 
at  a  lofs  what  to  conjedlure.  He  had 
never  negleded  confulting  his  fyneideefis, 
and  being  now  alone  and  agitated,  he 
applied  to  it.  In  the  praxeis,  as  ufual, 
the  fucceflive  occurrences  of  his  life  ap- 
peared refle6led  at  gradual  diflances,  and 
for  none  had  he  caufe  to  biufh.  The 
parainetes  prefented  no  obj'^d  to  alarm 
him.  He  remained  buried  in  thought, 
contemplating  in  his  imagination  the 
tear  that  had  fallen  from  the  eye  of 
i^.gneia,  and  her  inexplicable  "^  farewell 
for  ever." 

He  was  not,  however,  long  left  to  him- 
felf;  Agneia  was  but  a  few  miniites 
gone,  when   Zelotypus  returned  to  the 

room. 
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room.  There  was  little  change  in, his 
appearance,  a  flight  degree  of  fadnefs 
difcoverabie  on  his  countenance  was  all. 
Benvolio  flew  to  him,  and  with  all  the 
candour  of  an  Ingenuous  mind,  re- 
quefted  to  know  why  he  had  left  the 
room  fo  abruptly,  and  why  Agneia  had 
been  fent  for. 

'^  Benvolio,"  faid  Zelotypus,  ''  I  am 
'  a  Noufaifthefian,  and  cannot  defcend 
'  to  falfehood  ;  and  to  evade  an  expFa- 
'  nation,  would  be  as  injurious  to  your 
'  character  as  unworthy  of  mine.  It 
'  is  a  tale  of  forrow,  fliaine,  and  mor- 
'  tification  ;  but  you  af^  for  it,  and  you 
'  (hall  hear  it.  In  my  comitry,  t'le 
^  fidelity  cf  a  wife  is  one  of  the  great 
'  fources  of  its  happinefs  :  and  fhe  who 
'  diilurbs  it  is  accounted  unfit  to  breathe 
'  the  air  of  Nouiaidhefis.  The  Qiieen 
'  is  ever  watchful  to  preferve  female 
'  purity,  and  to  rcaiove  whatever  may 

''  tend 
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*'  tend  to  contaminate  it.  From  this, 
*^  and  from  the  fuperior  mental  endow- 
"  mentsofmy  countrywomen,  infidelity 
"  is  rarely,  very  rarely,  heard  of  in 
"  that  land  of  good  fenfe  and  virtue : 
*'  but  it  does  fometimes  occur,  and  then 
*^  it  is  the  province  of  the  Queen  to 
*'  publifh  an  edid,  partly  monitory,  and 
"  partly  declaratory  of  the  punifhment 
*'  to  be  infli£led  on  the  perfon  who  has- 
*'  difgraced  herfelf.  The  latter  confifls 
"  in  an  alternative  of  baniftiment  or 
*'  death.  To  you  who  have  never  been 
**  in  Noufaiflhefis,  it  will  be  a  curious 
"  paper — I  have  one  in  my  pocket,  and 
*^  you  fliall  read  it."  ''  Heaven  for- 
*^  bid/'  cried  Benvolio,  with  emotion, 
*'  that  you  fliould  mean  to  apply  your 
"  difcourfe  to  Agneia." — "  Have  pa- 
"  tience  i  whatever  you  hear  is  now 
"  required  by  candour,  friendfhip,  and 
**  truth,"  faid  Zelotypus,   taking  from 

his. 
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his  pocket-book  a  paper,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  his  friend,  who  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

^'  Seeins:  that  the  cufloms  of  Nouf- 
"  aifthefis,  with  the  entire  concurrence 
**  and  approbation  of  my  royal  confort, 
^'  have  repofed  in  me  the  guardiandiip 
"  of  female  manners  and  virtue,  and  do 
"  enable  me  and  require  of  me  to  take 
*^  proper  fteps  for  removing  fuch  fe- 
"  males  as  disgrace  the  nature  of  Nouf- 
"  aifthefians,  I,  Alethea,  queen  confort 
"  of  Noufaiflhefis,  publifh  this  edid. 
**  Soundnefs  of  intelle^l,  mildnefs  of 
*'  difpofition,  and  chafticy  of  perfon, 
'^  are  the  characleriftic  qualities  of  my 
*^  countryvv'omen.  The  firfl  of  thefe 
"  may  be  impaired  by  misfortune,  the 
"  two  others  can  never  be  lofl  but  by  a 
'^  baleful  corruption  of  our  nature, 
'*  which  has  beflowed  upon  our  fouls  fo 
'^  great  a  fuperiority   over  our   bodies. 

*«  The 
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*'  The  woman   who  becomes   an   adul- 

"  trefs,  or,   being  fmgle,  fo  far  forgets 

"  her  duty  as  to  fwerve  from  our  laws  of 

*'  purity,    does    not   deferve  to   breathe 

*'  the    air    of    Noufaiflhefis  :    now    as 

*'  Agneia,    the  wife    of  Zelotypus.  has 

*'  been  declared  by  Geronto,  the  fon  of 

"  Rjpiros,    to    be    guilty   of  the    mod 

"  fnatneful  crime  of  aduhery,  the  proofs 

"  of  which  have  been  given  by  him  m 

''  due   form,    without    being   d^^nied  by 

"  any  knight   as   the  champion  of  the 

^'  arraigned,    I   do   decree  that   Agneia,  * 

"  the  wife  of  Zc;lotypus,  is  unworthy  of 

"  the  name   of  wife,   unworthy  of  her 

*"'  fex,  unworthy  of  breathing  the  air  of 

''  Noufaift: hells ;,    and    that    if    (lie    be 

"  found  within    the   dominions   of  onr 

*'  royal  confort  after  the  term  of  feven 

"  days,  (lie  fhail  be  deprived  of  the  life 

"  (he  has  fo  fliamefully  difgraced  :  and 

*'  be  it  done  accordingly." 

BenvoIIo'S' 
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Eenvolio**  furprife  as  he  read  was 
unfpeakable,  and  as.  he  concluded  the 
decree,  he  boldly  pronounced  It  founded 
on.  a  falfe  accufation.  *'  It  was  made 
"  but  too  evident/*  faid  the  unhappy 
hufband  j  "  and  my  tmind  rel'pecling 
Agneia  is  fully  fettled,  She  has 
charms  fo  captivating,  that,  convinced 
as  I  am  of  her  frailty,  I  cannot  refign 
her.  By  the  laws  of  my  country,  a 
woman  leaving  Noufaiflhefis  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  an  edi<5l,  is  confidered 
as  completely  divorced  from  her  huf- 
band, who  is  at  liberty  to  take  another 
wife,  if  he  fufFers  her  to  depart  with- 
out him ;  but  if  he  accompanies  her 
in  her  flight,  he  lofes  that  privilege 
ever  after.  Agneia  addeil  falfehood 
to  infidelity  ;  (he  fwore  flie  was  true 
to  her  vows — fhe  fwears  it  ftill.  She 
received  the  edi<5l  with  the  utmoft 
calmnefs  and  indifference  :   ^  my  fame 

''  is 
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"  is  tainted/  faid  fhe^  '  bjit  my  virtue 
"  is  uninjured  ;  I  fhall  meet  death  with 
"  pleafure ;  I  fhall  be  found  in  the 
"  capital  of  Noufaiflhefis  after  feven 
**  days  are  paft/  In  fpite  of  conviction, 
'^  I  was  half  perfuaded  of  her  innocence; 
^*  to  prevail  upon  her  to  live,  I  affured 
**  her  that  fhe  was  as  dear  to  me  as  ever, 
"  and  to  prove  it,  declared  my  refolution 
*^  to  accompany  her  in  her  flight,  if  fhe 
*'  would  confent  to  live.  Oh  !  with 
*'  what  ardour,  and  how  long  did  I 
•'  fue  in  vain  for  that  COurerit  1  Ncr 
**  was  it  till  I  had  fworn  to  die  with  her, 
'*  that  fhe  liftened  to  my  entreaties.  I 
*'  forced  her  away  from  Phreen  before 
*^  the  term  limited  had  elapfed,  and  we 
*'  were  fullered  to  pafs  unmolefted 
"  through  the  refl  of  the  country.  Here 
^^  fhe  is  fafe,  for  the  Aifthefians  are  fo 
*^  deficient  of  mind,  that  there  is  no  fear 
^'  of  her  being  attracted  by  any  of  them. 

''  Her 
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*^  Her  words,  her  looks,  her  air,  Imme- 
**  diately  confound  thofe  who  dare  to 
*'  difcover  a  licentious  hope.  I  had 
'"  been  lulled  by  this  behaviour,  if  not 
"  into  an  oblivion  of  the  pad,  into  a 
"  reliance  on  the  prefcnt— bur,  alas  I  no 
"  fooner  does  a  congeniality  of  mind 
**  difcover  itfelf,  than  (he  is  in  danger." 
— "  Is  Zelotypus  then  ignorant,''  faid 
Benvolio,  *'  of  the  vows  of  a  knight  ?"— 
"  I  fay  not,  Benvolio,"  replied  Zelo- 
typus, "  that  a  difhonourable  intention 
*'  has  infinuated  itfelf  into  your  bofom  ; 
*'  but  your  look  this  evening  was  too 
*'  long  and  too  ardent  not  to  be  under- 
''•  flood  :  I  know  Agneia  to  be  weak, 
*^  and  if  there  is  a  pang  keener  than 
*'  another,  it  is  that  of  doubting  her 
'-  inclination.  Be  not  furprifed  at  this 
*'  confeiTion;  candour  is  efftntial  to  a 
'^  Noufai[lhenan,and  though  I  may  have 
^'  funk  in  the  opinion  of  my  country- 

**  men, 
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*^  men,  for  accompanying  a  wife  who 
*'•  had  difgraced  herfelf,  yet  am  I  ftifl 
*'  a  Noufaidhefian.  My  fmcerity  will 
"  fave  me  many  pangs,  and  will  forward 
"  your  original  defign  of  haflening 
"  through  Aifthefis.     Farewell.** 

As  he  faid  this,  he  put  out  his  hand  in 
token  of  friendfhip  at  the  moment  of 
parting.  Benvoiio  grafped,  and  held  it, 
"  Unhappy  man!"  faid  he,  ''  it  is  you 
*'  who  are  unworthy  of  living  in  Nou« 
^'  faifthefis,  and  not  Agneia.  Illicit 
"  love  is  not  the  only  paffion  difgraceful 
**  to  the  foul ;  it  is  indeed  ignoble,  but 
**  the  paffion  that  pofTefles  you  is  an 
"  infernal  one.  It  is  not  Agneia  that  is 
"  impure,  but  Zelotypus  that  is  jealous, 
*'  Inftead    of  defending    your    virtuous 

<«  wife "  *'  Had  (he  been  virtuous, 

"  this  arm,  this  heart,  would  have  done 
*'  her  juftice,"  exclaimed  Zelotypus, 
interrupting  Benvoiio  j    '^  but  a   Nouf- 

"  aidhefian 
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^*  aiflhefian  cannot  defend  what  he 
*'  knows  to  be  wrong.  I  was  not  paf- 
"  five  on  llJght  grounds  :  I  had  full 
*'  convidion  of  her  infidelity.  I  was 
*'  placed  by  the  friend,  who  afterwards 
*'  became  her  accufer,  in  a  fruation 
^'  whence  I  beheld  her  diiiionourer 
*'  leave  her  chamber  at  the  dawn  of 
*'  day.*' — '^  Some  deception  pradifed 
"  on  your  temper,"  faid  Benvolio, 
'•  Geronto  is  aa  honourable  man,  ^ 
replied  Zelotypus ;  ^'  oh  !  the  fad  was 
''  but  too  clear.  But  I  adored  her, 
"  forgave  her,  facrificed  myfclf  to  her, 
^'  and  will  not  be  robbed  of  her/' 
•Saying  which,  he  drew  his  hand  fuddeniy 
from  Benvuiio's  grafp,  and  repeating  his 
farewell  with  a  melancholy  air,  riiOied 
from  the  room.  The  knight  in  forrow 
turned  up  his  eyes  to  Meaven,  and  left 
a  houfe  from  which,  after  enjoying  in  it 

fo 
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fo  much  rational  pleafure,  he  now  felt 
himfelf  fuddenly  and  unjuflly  excluded. 

Returned  to  his  apartments,  Benvolio 
niedltared  on  the  paflions  of  men,  and 
regretted  that  even  the  bed  natures  were 
liable  to  the  inroads  of  fome  of  the  moil 
malignant.  He  was  more  willing  to 
build  his  opinion  of  Agneia  on  the  judg- 
ments he  had  formed  in  his  intercourfe 
and  obfervations,  than  upon  the  evidence 
of  a  jealous  man's  eyes.  However  fair 
and  beautiful,  however  animated  and 
warm  on  the  fubje<fls  of  difcourfe,  never 
had  a  loofe  glance  fallied  the  eye,  never 
had  a  doubtful  allufion  difgraced  the  lips 
of  Agneia.  Benvolio  beheld  in  her  the 
counterpart  of  the  chafte  and  adorable 
Felicia,  and  lamented  that  it  was  too  late 
to  offer  himfeif  as  her  champion. 

After  mufing  a  confiderable  time,  he 

was    preparing  ^to    retire   to    bed,  when 

G  a  If  ran- 
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a  ftranger  muffled  in  a  cloak,  requeued 
admittance.  The  hour  was  late,  the 
difguife  fufpicious — Benvolio  inflrucled 
'  his  fervant  to  defire  the  ftranger  would 
call  in  the  morning.  The  fervant  re- 
turned with  a  meflage,  that  the  Ilranger's 
communication  could  not  be  deferred. 
The  knight,  whofe  foul  never  knew 
fear,  placing  his  fword  within  reach, 
ordered  the  perfon  to  be  admitted.  The 
figure  that  entered  was  fo  enveloped  in 
a  loofe  outer  garment,  that,  for  aught 
Benvolio  could  diflinguifli,  it  might  be 
one  of  the  monfters  of  Dokimafia.  The 
fervant  who  opened  the  door,  flood  at 
it,  as  if  fufpecling  fome  danger,  and 
unwilling  to  retire.  The  figure  ad- 
vanced v/ithout  uttering  a  fyllable.  "  Stop 
"  where  you  are,"  faid  Benvolio,  "  and 
^*  let  me  know  your  bufmefs."  The 
flranger  was  ftill  filent,  but  nodded 
towards  the  door,  on  which  the  knight 

com- 
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commanded  his  fervant  to  withdraw, 
and  fhut  it.  '^  Secure  it,"  faid  a  female 
voice  in  a  whifper..  Benvolio,  more 
alarmed  than  he  would  have  been  at  the 
fight  of  another  fuch  monfler  as  that 
from  which  he  had  refcued  Philochre- 
matos,  advanced  to  the  laJy,  and  taking 
her  by  the  arm,  was  going  to  conduct 
her  to  the  door,-when  the  cloak  dropped 
to  the  floor,  and  difcovered  the  lovely 
wife  of  Zelotypus. 

Trembling,  tottering,  fhe  feized  the 
arm  of  the  aftoniflied  Benvolio,  to  pre- 
vent her  falling,  and  faintly  uttered,  ''  I 
*'  befeech  you  !'*  More  and  more 
amazedj  he  led  her  to  a  feat.  "  I  in- 
**  treat  you,"  faid  (he,  in  a  low  voiGe. 
'•  to  let  it  be  your  firft  care  to  prevent 
**  all  rifk  of  my  being  feen  here."  Ben- 
volio looked  irrefolutely  in  her  face. 
It  was  lovely  indeed,  but  its  lovelinefs 
bore  a  ftamp  of  dignity  which  com- 
manded 
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nianded  refpedl.  He  left  her  feated,  and 
went  out  to  give  orders  that  none  fhould 
approach  the  apartment.  When  he  re- 
turned, he  found  her  compofed,  her 
tremour  had  left  her,  (lie  rofe  with  in- 
effable grace  to  meet  him,  took  him  by 
the  hand,  and  led  him  to  a  feat  by  that 
on  which  he  had  placed  her. 

The  knight  had  not  forgotten,  nor  neg- 
lefled  the  ufe  of  his  fyneidcefis.  Not- 
withftanding  the  hiftory  delivered  by 
Zelotypus,  he  had  no  apprehenfion  of 
any  danger  from  Agneia ;  yet  her  ar- 
rival at  his  apartments  difguifed  was 
extraordinary,  and  that  he  might  not 
flight  the  gift  and  advice  of  the  bene- 
volent genius,  he  excufed  himfelf  for  a. 
moment,  and  withdrawing  to  another 
chamber,  looked  at  the  parainetes  of 
his  fyneideefis.  The  firft  object  that 
prefented  itfeif  was  Agneia.  Heavens  I 
what  a  look!  the  beauty  of  her  counte- 

voL.  in.  »  nance 
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nance  became  irradiated,  a  celeftlal  glow 
of  innocence  fufFufed  her  cheeks ;  flie 
pointed  to  the  fkies,  and  vaniflied.  He 
returned  his  fyneideefis  to  his  bofom,  and 
flew  to  the  injured  Agneia. 

"  Benvolio,"  faid  the  lovely  wife  'of 
Zclotypus,  "  ftrange  as  this  vifit  mud 
''  appear  to  you,  and  [repugnant  as  it  is 
*'  to  my  own  fentlments,  I  am  perfuaded 
*^  that  it  is  a  wife  flep  ;  that  I  ihall  not 
*'  lofe  your  elleem,  and  that  I  fhall 
^^  rcftore  my  hufband  to  his  country 
'^  and  to  happinefs — and  fhall  form  then 
*^  withhold  me  ?  No,  I  come  boldly : 
"  look  at  me,  my  friend  :  is  it  the  bold- 
"  nefs  of  infamy  that  my  countenance 
*'  difplays,  or  that  which  arifes  from  the 
**  confcioufnefs  of  innocence?  Ben- 
*«  voHo,'  I  iwear  I  am  innocent  of  the 
"  crime  of  which  I  have  been  declared 
*'  guilty.  Zelotypus  has  communicated 
"  to  you  the  fentenc€  againft    me   in 

«  Nou- 
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**  Noufaifthefis,  and  his  own  convidion. 
*f  The  former  I  do  not  merit — the  latter 
,  **  I  in  fome  degree  deferve,  fmce  I  con- 
*^  fented  to  live.     That  confent,   how- 
*'  ever,  he  wrung  from  me,  affifled  by 
"  the  afFedlion  I  bear  him.     Zelotypus 
*'  is  the  beft  of  men— intelligent,  gene- 
*^  rous,  amiable;  he  has  but  one  fault, 
**  and  I  am  the  caufe  of  it :  jealoufy  is 
*-  the  bane  of  his  peace.     Diftrufl  of  a 
*'  woman's   virtue   is  fo  mortifying,  fo 
*'  odious,  that  it  might  juftify  contempt, 
"  and  even  hatred,  in  her  mind.     But  a 
*'  Noufaifthefian  is  accuftomed  to  make 
"  a  diftin6lion  between    inherent  vice, 
"  which  fprings   from   the   heart,    and 
**  failings  which  are  the  effedls  of  reafon 
*^  deceived.     Jealoufy  was  fown  in  the 
**  heart  of  Zelotypus  by  no   common 
**  hand,  and  matured  there  by  no  com- 
**  mon  means. 

D  z  **  Our 
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"  Our  attachment  may.be  dated  from 
*'  our  infancy  :  we  were  educated  near 
*'  each  other.  When  the  time  arrived 
"  for  him  to  vifit  the  different  parts  of 
*^  Dokimafia,  the  pain  we  felt  at  parting, 
*'  convinced  us  that  our  hearts  deftined 
>'  us  for  each  other.  A  Noufaiflhefian, 
*'  at  that  period  of  life,  is  not  allowed  to 
*'  enter  into  engagements  of  marriage ; 
"  but  as  far  as  the  expreffion  of  the  foul 
*^  on  the  countenance  could  be  a  pledge 
*'  of  love,  the  engagement  was  mutually 
"  made.  In  his  abfence,  Geronto,  my 
*'  falfe  accufer,  folicited  my  hand — I 
*•  denied  it.  He  ufed  every  means  in 
**  his  power  to  alter  my  refolution,  but 
*^  in  vain,  for  Zelotypus  had  entire  pof- 
«*  feffion  of  my  heart.  When  he  found 
*'  that  my  refolution  was  not  to  be 
"  fhaken,  his  love  changed  to  inveterate 
*^  hatred  5  'twas  unlike  a  Noufaiflhefian, 

"  but 
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"  but  there  are  fome  fuch  :  he  defifled 
*'  from  his  folicitation  with  a  brow 
"  clouded  by  the  mod  tremendous 
"  anger,  and  with  thefe  words,  youjhall 
"  repent^  you  Jhall  fuffer^  emphatically 
*'  and  malignantly  fpoken.  I  have  not 
**  repented^  Benvolio,  for  I  prefer  my 
"  prefent  fortunes  with  my  hufband,  to 
"  the  unbroken  fame  I  might  have  pre- 
"  ferved  as  the  wife  of  Geronto  :  but 
"  his  other  denouncement  has  been  ful- 
"  filled — Yes,  I  have  fafFered,  Heavea 
'^  knows  how  I  have  fuffered  !  It  is  not 
"  enough  to  be  innocent :  oh  !  the  re- 
*'  putation  of  innocence  is  dear,  infmitely 
"  dear,    to    my    foul.       But     to    my 

"  (lory 

*'  In  a  fhort  time  Geronto  appeared 

"  to  have  recovered  his  eafe,  he  was  no 

''   longer  the  fport  of  a  hopelefs  padion  ; 

'    he  feemed  even  to  have  forgotten  his 

''  refentment,  and   more   than  once,  in 

D  3  ,  "  con- 
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"  converfation  with  me,  bantered  him- 
"  felf  on  his  folly.  He  foon  after  left 
*'  Noufaidhefis.  Delivered  from  his 
*'  perfecutions,  my  happiefl;  hours  were 
"  now  fpent  in  thinking  of  Zelotypus> 
"  and  in  unwearied  exertions  to  render 
*'  myfelf  worthy  of  him, 

"  After  an  abfence  of  two  years,  he 
*^  returned  to  Phreen,  and  foon,  with 
*'  the  approbation  of  all  our  friends,  oa 
*^  both  fides,  declared  himfelf  my  lover. 
*'  In  the  courfe  of  the  year  wc  were 
"  married  j  how  happily  'rolled  on  that> 
"  and  the  fucceeding  one  !  At  the  end 
*^  of  that  time,  Geronto  returned  to 
<^  Phreen.  He  had  met  Zelotypus 
*'  abroad,  and  had  cultivated  an  inti- 
"  macy  with  him,  without  knowing  that 
*^  we  were  the  objeds  of  each  other's 
"  choice.  He  renewed  his  intimacy, 
"  and  appeared  to  have  loft  all  recol- 
"  ledion  of  having  ever  addreffed  me 

"  as 
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"  as    a    lover.       Confummate     hypo- 
"  crite! 

"  Among  the  friends  of  Zelotypus, 
**  there  was  a  youth  whofe  name  was 
*f  Cherbin,  a  mild,  gentle,  inofFenfive 
"  creature;  one  of  thofe  characters,  that, 
*'  without  making  a  ftrong  impreffion 
"  upon  any  heart,  awakens  a  general 
*'  fondnefs.  My  hufband  loved  him, 
"  and  bade  me  love  him — and  fo  I  did 
"  mod  innocently.  This  poor  boy  Ge- 
*^  ronto  pitched  upon  for  the  inftrument 
*'  of  his  vengeance.  I  Toon  obfervcd  in 
"  the  eyes  of  Zelotypus,  the  effedls  of 
"  the  poifon  which  had  been  infufed 
**  into  his  foul,  but  without  fufpeding 
"  the  nature  of  the  caufe.  I  caught  his 
*'  looks  wandering  from  me  to  Cherbin, 
**  and  from  Cherbin  to  me:  I  blufhed 
"  without  knowing  why.  Time,  in- 
"  creafmg  the  malady,  betrayed  the 
*^  nature  of  jt.  I  avoided  Cherbin,  for- 
D  4  "  getting 
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"  getting  that  to  do  fo,  was  fhowing  a 
'*  confcioufnefs  of  fome  kind.  It  added 
**'  fuel  to  the  flame  ;  particularly  as  it 
^^  fometimes  happened,  in  fpite  of  my 
"  caution,  that  he  was  with  me  alone 
*'  when  Zelotypus  came  in.  At  length 
my  feelings  would  allow  me  to  be 
filent  no  longer — I  threw  myfelf  into 
my  hufband's  bofom,  I  kiflfed  his 
hands,  I  bathed  his  cheeks  with  my 
tears  ;  I  befought  him  to  banifli  from 
"  his  bofom  paflions  that  were^unworthy 
^^  of  it.  He  difclaimed  any  fuch  paf- 
*^  fion,  and  was  hurt  that  I  fhould  enter- 
*^  tain  a  fufpicion  of  the  kind.  Still  he 
**  prefled  me  to  his  heart,  and  we  re- 
*^  newed  our  vows  of  love  and  con- 
"  ftancy. 

"  We   were  ftill   repeating  the  efFu- 

"  fions  of  our  affedlion,  when  Zelotypus 

*^  received  an  order  from  court,  which 

•*  required      his     immediate     abfence. 

.    -  '-'  While 
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«^  While  he  was  away,  that  I  might 
"  avoid  Cherbiii  without  appearing  im- 
"  gular,  I  refolved  to  refufe  myfelf  to 
"  all  company.  I  faw  none  but  my 
"  neareft  relations.  Guefs  then  my 
"  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  when, 
"  ten  days  previous  to  the  expefled 
"  return  of  my  hufband,  an  officer  from 
*'  the  Queen  demanded  to  fee  me,  and 
/'  prefented  her  Majefty's  fignature  to 
"  one  of  the  foulefi  charges  that  can 
"  be  exhibited  againft  a  woman.  Not 
*'  even  innocence  could  enable  me  to 
"  endure  with  refignation  the  horror  of 
"  fuch  a  charge.  It  appeared  by  the 
"  tenour  of  the  writing,  that  Geronto 
*'  was  my  accufer,  and  poor  Cherbin 
*^  my  accomplice.  Accufations  of  this 
*'  kind  feldom  occur  in  Noufaifthefis, 
"  not  only  becaufe  my  countrywomen 
"  are  virtuous,  but  becaufe  the  fupport 
^^  of  them  is  dangerous,  wUen  the  proof 
D  5  "is 
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*'  is  not  very  clear,  for  the  accufer  era- 
*'  ployed  mud  give  a  general  challenge, 
*'  and  maintain  his  aflertion  by  perfonal 
*^  combat  againft  any  knight  v^^ho  may 
"  appear  as  the  champion  of  the  ac- 
"  cufed.  On  the  other  hand,  no  Nou- 
'^  faifthefian  will  become  a  champion  on 
*^  fuch  an  occafion,  without  feeling  a 
*'  convidion  of  the  innocence  of  the 
*^  unfortunate  perfon.  I  bade  the 
**  officer  affure  her  Majefty,  that  I  was 
"  guiltlefs,  and  that  I  (hould  be  ready 
*^  to  repel  the  accufation  on  the  return 
*^  of  my  hufband  to  Phreen,  and  that 
*'  in  the  mean  time,  I  would  feclude 
*^  myfelf  from  the  fight  of  her  Majefty's 
«f  fubjeas. 

"  Far  from  apprehending  that  the 
**  charge  would  be  fupported  with  any 
*'  credible  teftimony,  or  that  I  ihould 
*^  want  a  champion,  my  only  fear  was, 
**  that  among  thofe  who  ftiould  rife  in 

««  my 
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*•  my  defence,  Zelotypus  would  Infift 
"  upon  his  prior  right.  This  made  me 
"  v/retched,  for  I  knew  that  Geronta 
"  was  more  expert  in  arms,  and  I 
"  trembled  for  his  life  even  more  than 
"  for  the  confequences  of  a  difaflrous 
"  iflue  to  my  fame.  At  length  he  ar- 
<f  rived— but  oh  I  how  changed !  ema- 
"  ciated,  dejected,  grave,  but  in  ex- 
"  preffions  of  love  ftiil  ardent.  He 
*'  fpoke  of  the  accufation  with  deep 
"  forrow,  but  with  no  marks  of  refent- 
"  ment  againft  the  accufer.  I  attributed 
"  this  ro  the  weaknefs  of  malady,  for 
"  he  was  evidently  ill  j  and  I  even  de- 
*'  rived  comfort  from  the  refledion  that 
"  he  could  not  be  my  champion,  per- 
"  fuaded  as  I  was,  that  many  would 
"  be  ready  to  anfwer  the  challenger/s 
*'  trumpet. 

'^  Zelotypus  grew  worfe,  and  on  the 

^  day  of  the  trial  could  not  be  removed 

©  ^  "  from 
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'^  from  the  houfe.  Oh  !  that  dreadful 
"  day !  Spare  me  the  mortificatiorij 
*'  Benvolio,  of  a  circumilantial  recital : 
'^  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  my  hufband  had 
*'  enrolled  his  evidence  againfl:  me ;  that 
"  he  had  been  interrogated  by  the 
'^  Queen's  examiner,  and  had  declared, 
^^  that,  in  company  with  my  accufer,  he 
"  had  feen  Cherbin  leave  my  chamber 
**  at  the  dawn  of  day  ;  that  he  believed 
"  me  faithlefs,  and  that  Geronto  was 
"  aduated  by  friendfhip  towards  him, 
<^  and  love  of  the  pure  laws  of  the 
*^  country.  My  heart  funk,  while  a 
'^  murmur  of  difapprobation  ran  through- 
**  out  the  court,  but  whether  it  was  the 
"  voice  of  condemnation  or  of  doubt, 
"  was  not  clear ;  nor  had  it  ceafed, 
*'  when  a  trumpet  founded,  which  at 
*'  that  moment  was  the  fignal  that  a 
**  knight  defired  to  afk  a  queftion.  An 
"  awful    filence    inftantly   took    place, 

"  when 
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"  when  a  noble  youth  rofe,  and  bowing 
"  to  the  Queen,  called  upon  her  Ma- 
''  jelly's  examiner  to  repeat  himfelf  the 
'^  teflimony  he  had  taken.  This  he  did 
"  juH:  as  it  had  been  read.  The  knight 
'^  then  bowed  again  to  the  Queen,  and 
'^  faid,  that  as  a  Noufaillhefian,  he  was 
*'  bound  to  abandon  the  intention  he 
"  had  formed.  He  retired,  and  at  the 
"  fame  time  five  more  diftinguilhed 
*^  youths  left  the  court. 

*'  Cherbin,  for  the  fake  of  form,  was 
*•  fummoned  to  appear,  and  as  he  could 
"  hot  be  found  after  the  morning  men- 
<^  tioned  in  the  charge,  he  was  declared 
^'  to  have  fled  his  country,  in  dread  of 
"  merited  puniTnment  for  the  guilt 
"  which  he  had  confefled  in  confidence 
'*  to  Geronto.  My  fentence  followed ; 
*^  a  black  mantle  was  thrown  over  me, 
*'  and  1  was  hurried  home  in  a  vehicle, 
**  on  which  I  funk  fenfeiefs.     When  I 

"  recQ- 
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"  recovered  my  fenfes,  I  found  myfelf  in 
**  the  arms  of  Zelotypus. 

*^  I  came  to  myfelf  by  degrees,  and 
*'  it  was  fome  time  before  the  full  rc- 
*'  colledion  of  my  miferable  flate  re- 
"  turned  to  my  mind.  It  was  in  vain 
*'  to  upbraid  Zelotypus,  who  now  ac- 
*'  knowledged  himfelf  to  be  fully  con- 
"  vinced  of  what  he  called  his  misfor- 
"  tune;  and  I  therefore  determined,  as 
*'  my  lafl:  refuge,  to  embrace  the  alter- 
"  native  of  death  given  in  my  fentence, 
*'  by  remaining  at  Phreen  beyond  the 
"  time  limited.  This  refolution  re- 
"  mained  unfhaken,  till  I  found  Zelo- 
**  typus  determined  to  fhare  death  with 
*'  me.  Injured  as  I  was,  when  I  began 
"  to  refled,  I  could  not  but  be  con- 
*^  vinced,  that  fome  powerful  delufion 
"  had  betrayed  my  hufband's  fenfes,  and 
*'  chat  his  adions,  except  the  furvival  of 
"  his    love,   were   afterwards    founded 

*'  upon 
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*'  upon  principle.  I  forgave  him,  and 
"  hoping  that  one  day,  through  the 
*'  means  of  Cherbin  or  fome  providen- 
"  tial  event,  my  innocence  might  be 
*^  proved,  I  confented  to  live,  and  to 
**  accompany  him  to  Neuron.  Here, 
*'  as  you  know,  we  have  lived  fome 
"  time  in  perfect  harmony  and  affedlion  ; 
*'  but  jealoufy  has  taken  fuch  fafl  hold 
"  of  his  heart,  that  he  cannot  enjoy  that 
"  peace  which  ought  to  be  the  reward  of 
*^  his  virtues.  The  futile  race  that  in- 
"  habit  Aiflhefis  give  him  no  pain,  nor 
*'  does  he  objed  to  the  fociety  of  thofe 
'*  foreigners  who  occafionally  refide 
"  here,  while  they  fhow  no  uncommon 
"  attention  to  his  wife,  but  feveral  have 
"  been  difmiffed  on  account  of  fome 
*'  unufual  compliment  or  look,  which  he 
*'  has  ingenuoully  owned  to  me  at  the 
"  time,  betrayed,  in  his  opinion,  a  rifmg 
[[  inclination,   which  it   was  better  to 

'^  fmothcr 
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"  fmother  in  the  beginning.  Suclr, 
*^  Benvolio,  is  now  your  cafe.  Your 
"  words  and  looks  have  long  been  df- 
^'  reded  undiftinguifhingly  to  both  huf- 
''  band  and  wife,  till  the  reverie  that 
*'  overtook  you,  and  in  which  your 
'^  looks,  though  to  me  they  appeared, 
"  what  they  were,  the  efFe6l  of  a  tempo- 
*'  rary  abfence  of  mind,  conveyed  to 
^'  him  the  convidion  of  a  dangerous 
"  tetidernefs, 

^'  I  have  now,  my  friend,  as  briefly  as 
"  I  could,  made  you  acquainted  with 
^'  the  chief  circumftances  of  my  (lory, 
**  It  was  a  neceflary  preface  to  the  fub- 
**  je£t  of  my  vifit." — "  It  is  a  painful 
**  (lory,  lady,*'  faid  Benvolio  ;  ^'  would 
"  1  had  been  at  Fhreen  at  the  moment 
'*  of  the  charge  being  proclaimed  !"— 
*'  Nay,  you  fhall  not  wrong  my  coun- 
*'  tryraen,"  cried  Agneia,  *'  nor  your 
*«  friend  Zelotypus.     I  had  not  warned 

"  a  chan> 


THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT.  6s 

a  champion,  had  they  not  believed 
me  guilty.  But  you  may  be  my 
champion  yet,  and  that  on  the  bed  of 
grounds.  I  have  within  two  days 
unexpectedly  difcovered  a  means  of 
tracing  poor  Cherbin." — '^  It  would 
be  fortunate  indeed,**  exclaimed  Ben- 
volio,  "  to  find  him  ;  but  found  or  not, 
1  fwear,  lady,  if  it  be  not  now  too  late, 
1  will  immediately  proceed  to  Phreen, 
accufe  Geronto  of  being  a  falfe  knight, 
and  challenge  him  to  repel  my  charge 
by  a  formal  combat."-—"  A  challenge 
is  now  too  late,"  faid  Agneia,  '^  un- 
lefs  grounded  on  fome  ftriking  telfi- 
mony  of  falfehood.  Were  Cherbin 
difcovered  by  my  means,  and  con- 
fronted with  Geronto  by  a  knight 
determined  to  fupport  his  teftimony, 
the  villain  might  yet  be  foiled,  and 
circumflances  might  appear  to  efta- 
blifh  truth.''-«««  Tell  me,*'  cried  the 

knight. 
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knight,  eagerly,  <«  where  I  fhall  feek 
*'  young  Cherbin,  and  I  will  inftantly 
''  fet  out  to  find  him/'—"  Blefled  be 
*'  the  hour  that  brought  you  to  Neu- 
*^  ron  !"  exclaimed  the  enraptured  Ag- 
neia ;  "  a  new  hope  fprings  in  my  foul. 
"  Oh !  Benvolio,  I  know  the  full  value 
"  of  your  undertaking  my  caufe;  and 
*^  were  your  fame  and  prowefs  lefs  than 
*^  they  are,  I  fhould  fcruple  to  allow 
"  your  appearing  in  it :  but  expert  and 
**  powerful  in  arms  as  Geronto  is,  a 
*'  vidlory  to  you  is  certain. '^ — "  The 
"  more  powerful  he,'*  replied  the  knight, 
"  the  prouder  fhall  I  be  of  that  vidory/' 
— "  My  gratitude  far  exceeds  expref- 
"  fion,"  faid  Agneia. 

She  then  took  from  her  finger  a  ring, 
and  fhowing  it  to  Benvolio,  continued 
thus :  "  This  ring  was  the  gift  of  Zelo- 
*'  typus  to  Cherbin,  before  his  mind 
"  was  poifoned  by  Geronto,     The  day 

"  before 
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*'  before  yefterday,  while  Zelotypus  and 
I  were  at  a  jeweller's,  I  obferved  the 
ring  among  many  others.  Left  it 
fhould  awaken  painful  reflexions  in 
the  mind  of  my  hufband,  I  drew  his 
attention  to  other  objects,  and  we  foon 
*'  after  went  away.  We  had  not  gone 
*^  far,  when,  meeting  a  perfon  whom 
*'  Zelotypus  wifhed  to  accompany  on 
*'  fome  afi^air,  he  left  me  to  proceed  home 
*'  by  myfelf.  I  feized  the  opportunity 
"  of  returning  to  the  jeweller's,  and, 
"  having  purchafed  the  ring,  made  en- 
"  quiries  refpeding  it,  by  which  I 
"  learned  that  he  had  bought  it  of  an 
*'  Aifthefian,  who  had  found  it  as  he 
"  travelled  near  Narifton,  a  fmall  town 
"  of  Noufaifthefis,  at  a  very  great  dif- 
"  tance  from  Phreen>  but  within  a  day's 
**^  journey  of  Neuron,  and  not  much  out 
"  of  the  diredt  road  to  the  capital  of 
"  Noufaifthefis.     I  alked  for  the  perfon 

"  of 
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"-of  whom  the  ring  was  bought,  but  he 
**  was  unknown.  Whether  it  were 
"  really  found  or  flolen,  hope  aflures 
*'  me,  that  in  placing  it  in  your  hands,  it 
"  will  lead  to  the  difpovery  of  its  maf- 
"  ter."  So  faying,  fhe  prefented  it  to 
Benvolio,  who,  putiing  it  on  his  finger, 
declared  to  Agneia,  that  it  fhould  never 
be  feparated  from  him,  until  he  had 
found  the  owner  of  it,  or  vanquifhed 
the  perfidious  Geronto.  With  the 
warmed  proteftations  of  gratitude,  Ag- 
neia now  took  leave  of  the  knight,  and, 
refuming  her  difguife,  was  fortunate 
enough  to  return  home  undifcovered, 
before  Zdotypus's  ufual  hour  of  going  to 
bed.  She  had  run  a  very  great  rifk,  but 
the  objed  in  view  was  of  the  greateft 
moment  to  her.  Befides,  (he  depended 
upon  Zelotypus  waiting  her  fummons 
before  he  came  to  her  chamber. 

Benvolio,  charmed  with  the  charader 

of 
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of  Agneia,  and  proud  already  of  the 
adventure  that  awaited  him,  gave  orders 
to  his  fervant,  to  make  preparation  in  the 
morning  for  his  departure  from  Neuron, 
Before  he  retired  to  reft,  he  again  exa- 
mined his  fyneideefis;  the  fide  parainetes 
prefented  only  the  unfpotted  mirror ; 
in  the  fide  praxeis  he  beheld  a  pleafing 
fuccellion  of  images ;  the  recent  fcene 
with  Agneia  feemed  flarting  from  the 
frame,  encompafled  with  a  radiance  which 
refleded  a  fplendid  light  upon  the  mir- 
ror. A  dehghtful  glow  pervaded  his 
bofom^  as  he  returned  his  fyneideefis  to 
It,  and  retired  to  bed. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  X. 

The  knight's  progrefs — his  fruitlefs  fearch  at 
Narifton — his  journey  to  Phreen— the  furious 
combat  he  fought  there,  and  the  ifTue  of  it. 

In  the  morning,  while  his  fervant  was 
arranging  things  for  their  journey,  Ben- 
Toho  went  to  take  leave  of  Philochre- 
inatos  and  Krites.  To  the  latros  he 
deputed  the  office  of  apologizing  to  the 
Prince,  and  thofe  from  whom  he  had 
rcceiYcd  civilities,  for  his  abrupt  depar- 
ture, which  was  the  refult  of  a  duty 
unexpededly  impofed  upon  him  by  the 
laws  of  knighthood.  With  his  friend 
Krites,  he  paffed  an  hour,  and  took  fome 
refrelhment. 

"  You  have  been  longer  at  Neuron 

«  than    you    at    firfl    intended,''    faid 

1 1  Krites, 
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Krites,  fmiling;  "  but  a  knowledge  of 
"  the  laws  of  chivalry  no  doubt  tran- 
**  quillized  the  mind  of  Zelotypus  ref- 
*'  pe6ling  your  friendfhip  with  the  beau- 
*^  tiful  Agneia.'' — '«  Krites,"  replied 
Benvolio,  ^'  Zelotypus  is  a  mod  un- 
*'  happy  being,  and  his  wife  a  mofl 
**  injured  woman.  But  how  comes  it,  if 
"  you  are  acquainted  with  their  ftory, 
"  that  you  have  never  once  hinted  at  it 
"  in  our  converfations  ?'* — "  Becaufe,'* 
replied  Krites,  "  it  is  one  of  the  prin- 
*'  ciples  of  a  Noufaiflhefian's  conver- 
"  fation,  not  to  report  what  may  injure 
*'  or  degrade  a  fellow  creature,  unlefs 
*^  his  filence  be  injurious  to  fociety  ;  and 
"  efpecially  if  there  be  the  flighted  fuf- 
"  picion  on  his  mind,  that  the  report  is 
**  unmerited,  or  if  he  believes  amend- 
"  ment  to  have  followed  forrow.  Nor 
"  fliould  I  now  have  led  to  the  fubjefl^ 
**  but  that  I  was  felicitous  to  find  whether 

««  our 
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'*  our  fentiments  concurred  on  that  un- 
*'  fortunate  affair :  I  never  credited  the 
*'  guilt  imputed  to  Agneia." — "  You 
"  never  manifefted  greater  judgment," 
reph'ed  Benvolio,  '*  than  by  your  dif- 
"  credit  of  it :  I  would  flake  my  life  on 
**  her  honour — "  The  knight,  in  the 
warmth  of  his  feelings,  was  about  to  dif- 
clofe  the  caufe  of  his  fudden  departure 
from  Neuron ;  but  he  checked  himfelf, 
as  it  might  be  important  to  keep  it  fecretj 
till  he  had  found  Cherbin.^  *^  Then 
'^  what  a  villain  muft  Geronto  be,"  faid 
Krites.  "  Ay,"  replied  his  friend,  "  an 
*'  arch-demon,  though  a  Noufaiflhefian." 
— "  I  thank  you,"  cried  Krites,  ''  for 
**  the  compliment  of  your  though  to  my 
"  country ;  but  it  was  never  pretended 
*'  that  there  were  not  exceptions  to  the 
*^  general  character  :  nay,  there  are  con- 
"  ftant  emigrations  of  Noufaifthefians, 
*'  whofe  difpofitions,  by  fome  bias  re- 

*•  ceived 
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*'  ceived  in  the  courfc  of  their  youth, 
*'  become  in  time  more  congenial  to  the 
"  habits  of  Aiflheds,  where  they  fettle 
''  for  life.     Thefe,   from   the  very  cir- 
*'  cumftance  of  their   intelledaal  fupe- 
"  riority,   refine    on    the    vices  of   th«' 
"  country,  and  in  the  end  fink  to  a  (late 
"  of  indolence  and  fenfuality  even  lower 
*^  than  that  of  the  inhabitants.    Geronto 
**  is  ambitious  of  the  pure  reputation  of 
"  of  his  country,  but  I  know  him,  ia 
"  fpite  of  his  bed  efforts  to  fuftain  its 
"  character,  to  be  felfifh,   proud,   and 
*^  revengeful.  He  (lands  high  in  Phreen, 
*'  where  you  will  meet  him  :" — "  I  hope 
*'  fo,"    faid   Benvolio,    whofe   feelings 
again  outran   his  refolution.     He  reco- 
vered himfelf,  however,  by  enquiring  of 
his  friend   how  the  crime  that  had  been 
imputed  to  Agneia  was  punifhed  in  Aif- 
thefis.     Krites   fmiled   at   the   queflion. 
"  Adultery,"  faid  he,  "  15  not  confidered 
VOL.  III.  E  ^*  a« 
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"  as  a  crime  by  the  laws  of  this  country. 
"  Any^  man  that  can  afford  to  pay  for 
*'  itj  is  allowed  to  commit  it.'* — "  How 
*'  do  you  mean,  /)/^j^ /"' exclaimed  the 
knight.  "  That  too/'  faid  Krites,  "  is 
'*  an  extraordinary  cuftom.  Though  a 
**  man  is  not  confKlered  as  committing 
*^  a  crime  againfl  fociety,  and  punifhed 
**  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  commu- 
**  nity,  he  is  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  pri- 
"  vate  injury  individually  to  the  huf- 
*•  band,  and  a  certain  number  of  perfons 
**  are  appointed  to  make  an  eftimate, 
^^  according  to  the  rank  and*fuppofed 
"  feelings  of  the  injured  man,  and  to 
"  adjudge  him  a  fum  ofc  money  as  a 
"  confolation  for  his  wife's  prank.  But 
"  this  is  not  fo  abfurd  as  ^  the  pofitive 
**  law  in  another  inftance'  of  corrupt 
**  manners.  If  an  Aifthefian  is  difco- 
**  vered  to  have  tainted  the  mind  of 
*^  the  daughter  of  his  neighbour,  to  have 

"  feduced 
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"  feduced  her  from  her  duty,  to  have 
"  made  her  fwerve  from  virtue,  the  law 
"  adjudges  him  to  pay  her  father  a  fum 
*^  equal  to  his  fervant's  wages/* — '^  I 
'^  can  only  fay,"  exclaimed  Benvolio, 
with  uplifted  hands  and  eyes,  '^  that  the 
*'  pneumatic  plaifter  iifelf  is  not  fo  fur- 
"  prifing." 

The  knight  now  took  leave  of  Krites, 
and  returned  to  his  apartments,  where 
he  found  every  thing  ready.  He  de- 
livered the  keys  into  the  hands  of  the 
Prince's  chamberlain,  whofe  houfe  was 
contiguous  to  that  of  which  he  had  oc- 
cupied a  wing,  and  mounting  his  noble 
courfer  took  the  road  to  Narifton,  fol- 
lowed  by  his  fervant. 

Smooth  ground  and  a  bufy  mind 
(hortened  the  diftance :  Benvolio  halted 
for  the  night  at  a  fmall  town  on  the 
borders  of  Aiflhefis,  which  he  paiTed 
next  morning  at  fun-rife.  The  face  of 
E  2  the 
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the  country  on  entering  Noufpifthefis 
differed  little  from  that  which  he  had 
left ;  but  there  was  a  (triking  diftindion 
in  the  nature  of  the  cultivation.  The 
foils  of  both  were  luxuriant,  but  in  Aif- 
thefis  the  productions  were  allowed  to 
take  their  own  courfe ;  fome  things  grew^ 
in  wild  abundance,  while  others,  for  want 
of  training  and  room,  dwindled  and  fpent 
themfelves  without  ripening.  On  the 
contrary,  in  Noufalflhefis,  ihofe  that 
were  too  luxuriant  were  checked,  and 
the  flower  and  fcarcer  plants  Simulated 
by  care  and  culture,  fo  that  a  general 
plenty  was  fecured,  while  the  flriking 
appearances  of  utility  added  a  new  plea- 
fure  to  thofe  of  nature.  The  greatefl: 
contraft  was  in  the  ftrength,  activity,  and 
health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  in  the 
iatelligence  and  Ikill  they  difplayed. 

As  Benvolio  approached  Narifton  he 
few  many  perfons   on  the  road,  fome 

coming 
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coining  Ironi  ;ind  others  going  io  it. 
He  inquired  of  feveral  if  they  knew  the 
name  of  Cherbin ;  it  had  never  been 
heard  of  in  the  country.  At  Naridon 
his  inquiry  was  not  more  fuccefsful  :  no 
porfon  of  that  name  had  ever  lived  there. 
A  hope  yet  remained  if  a  claimant  fcr 
the  ring  could  be  found,  and  the  knight 
had  it  defcribed  and  proclaimed  through 
the  whole  town.  Every  body  came  to 
look  at  it,  but  (lill  no  claimant  appeared, 
Benvolio,  after  fi:)v':nding  feme  vveel^s  to 
no  purpofe  at  Narifton,  vexed  and  mor- 
tified at  the  failure  of  his  enterprife,  re- 
folved  notwithflanding  to  proceed  to 
Phreen,  to  punifh  Geronto  at  all  event?, 
though  it  fhould  not  be  in  his  power  to 
accompany  his  challenge  with  that  mode 
of  proof  which  was  now  neceflary  fcf 
the  reftoration  of  Agnela. 

While  at  Narifton  he  had  made  feveral 

acquaintances,  one   of  whom  begged  to 

£   3  have 
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have  the  pleafure  of  accompanying  him 
to  the  next  town  in  the  way  towards  the 
capital.  Benvolio  was  happy  to  have 
his  company,  and  they  fet  out  together. 
The  knighfs  difappointment  dwelt  upon 
his  mind,  and  without  revealing  the  ori- 
ginal caufe  of  his  anxiety,  he  talked  to 
his  companion  of  Cherbin  and  the  ring. 
*'  I  know  not,"  faid  the  youth,  *'  the 
"  caufe  of  your  anxiety  to  difcover 
*'  Cherbin,  but  you  make  me  almoft 
*'  as  anxious  as  yourfelf  that  you  fhould 
"  find  him,  and  who  knows  but  he  may 
*'  be  heard  of  in  the  town  whither  w^e 
*'  are  going  :  though  perhaps  he  has 
*'  changed  his  name,  and  may  have 
*'  fome  reafon  for  wiPning  not  to  be 
"  known.  I  lately  heard  a  flory  of  a 
'^  young  man  who  had  a  warm  friend- 
''  fliip  for  another,  for  whom  he  would 
*«  have  facrificed  his  hfe.  The  friend- 
"  (hip  was  mutual,   and  for  fome  time 

^'  nothing 
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"  nothing  happened  to  ilidurb  their 
*'  happinefs.  The  friend  of  this  youth 
*^  married  a  lovely  womanj  who^  with 
*^  the  approbation  of  her  hufoand, 
<*  entered  Into  their  bond  of  friendfhip. 
*'  Soon  after,  the  notice  bedowed  by 
**  his  wife  upon  their  friend,  though 
*'  innocent,  became  painful  to  the  huf- 
'<  band,  and  his  mifery  was  evident, 
**  The  young  man  refolved  to  remove 
*^  the  caufe  of  it  :  he  left  the  town 
**  where  they  refided,  retired  to  a  very 
**  great  diflance,  and  determined  that 
**  no  communication  fhouid  take  place 
«*  on  either  fide  for  a  length  of  time. 
*'  He  has  fo  completely  concealed  him- 
**  felf  that  no  inquiry  has  been  able 
*'  to  trace  him.  Perhaps  he  may  be 
*'  the  Cherbin  you  are  in  fearch  of, 
**  having  taken  another  name.  If  you 
**  would  truft  me  with  the  caufe  of  your 
1-4  '*  wifiiing 


S6  THE  XMGHTS  ERRANT. 

^^  wifhlng  lo  f.nd  him,  (for  the  reftc- 
"  ration  of  a  ring  of  little  value  cannot 
"  be  the  caufe,)  it  is  not  improbable 
*'  I  may  afTifl  in  difcovering  him." 

Benvolio  gazed  at  his  companion, 
U'hoai  he  had  found  a  mild,  amiable, 
inclftnrive  youth,  and  combining  his 
f.ory  with  the  defcription  Agneia  had 
giren  of  Cherbin,  he  was  fuddenly  per- 
ftaded  that  he  was  in  company  with  the 
man  he  fought.  "  Willingly,"  replied 
the  knight.  "  Have  you  ever  heard  the 
^*  names  of  Zelotypus  and  Agneia  ?** 
continued  he,  keeping  his  eyes  fixed 
upon  him.  "  Where  do  they  live  ?" 
alked  the  youth,  without  betraying  any 
emotion.  His  evafioii,  however,  of  a 
dired  anfwer,  confirmed  the  fufpicion  of 
Benvolio,  who  replied  that  they  once 
lived  at  .Phreen.  *'  And  do  they  not 
**  dill  ?"  exclaimed  the  youth.  "  Are 
"  you    not    acquainted   then  with    the 

''  public 
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"  public  events  at  Phreen  ?"  fald  the 
knight.  "  The  diflance,"  replied  he, 
**  is  great,  and  many  things  do  not 
*'  reach  Naridon  ;  befides,  I  have  been 
**  out  of  the  country,  and  it  is  not 
**  long  fince  I  returned." — Agneia/* 
faid  Benvolro,  "  has  been  declared,  by 
*'  a  fentence  of  the  Queen's,  unworthy 
"  of  breathing  the  air  of  Noufaiflhefis.'* 
The  youth  t-urned  pale  as  the  knight 
fpoke,  and  he  afked  in  an  agitated  voice 
the  caufe.  Being  told  on  an  unrepelled 
charge  of  adultery  with  Cherbin,  he 
fhrunk  in  his  head  and  cried,  "  Oh  hea- 
**  yens  1  is  it  poflible  !  unrepelled  !  Who 
"  was  the  accufer  r" — ''  You  are  agi- 
"  tated,"  faid  Benvolio,  "you  no  doubt 
*'  know  thefe  perfons  :  the  accufer*8 
*'  name  is  Geronto.'*  The  youth  drew 
in  his  fleedj  the  knight  followed  his 
example.  '*  Seigneur,"  faid  the  frantic 
youth,  dropping  his  bridle  and  clafping 
£  5  his 
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his  hands,  '^  My  tongue  is  not  accuf- 
"  tomed  to  imprecations,  but  I  cannot 
*'  reflrain  it  from  blading  the  villain 
"  Geronto  !  perdition  feize  the  wretch  ! 
"  I  will  go  to  Phreen — I  will  confront 
*'  the  villain,  and  fpite  of  his  (kill  in 
"  arms  I  fwear*' — ''  Stop,"  cried  Ben- 
volio,  "  fwear  not  to  take  the  honour- 
**  able  talk  which  Agneia  herfelf  has 
**  appointed  me.  But  I  can  no  longer 
*'  doubt  that  I  am  talking  with  Cher- 
<c  bin." — "  Knight/'  faid  the  youth, 
*'  I  have  no  longer  reafon  to  conceal 
*«  myfelf.  Zelotypus  thinks,  or  thought, 
'*  me  dead,  and  that  he  fhould  continue 
**  to  think  To  till  time  had  fully  fubdued 
**  the  only  unworthy  emotion  of  his 
*'  mindj  has  been  the  motive  of  the 
"  facrifice  I  have  made  to  friendfhip 
**  and  to  virtue." 

Delighted  with  his  adventure,  Benvo- 
lio  embraced  Chexbin,  and  propofed  that 

they 
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they  (bould  return  to  Naridon,  until 
his  friend  could  prepare  himfelf  for  fo 
long  a  journey.  This  was  agreed  to  as 
a  necelTary  delay.  Benvolio  gave  Cher- 
bin  a  circumftantial  account  of  what  had 
taken  place  at  Phreen  refpeding  Agneia, 
and  of  Zelotypus's  prevailing  upon  her 
to  live  and  accompany  him  to  Neuron  ; 
of  the  jealoufy  that  flill  tormented  his 
foul,  of  the  event  refpe61ing  himfelf,  of 
Agneia's  vifir,  and  of  the  ring,  v/hich  he 
now  delivered  to  its  owner.  In  return 
Cherbin  informed  the  knight  of  all  that 
related  to  him.  "  Trifling  as  the  lofs 
"  of  my  ring  would  have  been,"  faid 
Cherbin,  "  I  confider  it  as  one  of  thofe 
*•  events  which  the  invifible  powers  of 
**  goodnefs  are  frequently  obferved  to 
**  dired,  for  the  purpofe  of  juftice  and 
"  retribution.  I  was  early  an  orphan j 
"  Seigneur,  and  was  removed  to  Phreen 
**  while  very  young.  I  was  kindly  treat- 
E  6  *'  ed 
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**  ed  in  many  families  and  formed  fome 

*'  pleafing  friendfhips,  none  more  pleaf- 

"  ing  than  that  with  Zelotypus.     I  was 

**  perhaps  too  much  of  an  idler  for  a 

*'  Noufaiflhefian  :    but   as    my  idlenefs 

**  was  accompanied  with   attentions  to 

*'  whatever  could  pleafe  others,  and  as  I 

"  fhowed  a  great  love  of  what  was  right 

•*  and   deteftation  of  what  was  wrong, 

*'  my  want  of  afiiduity  in   the   feverer 

**  ftudies    was     not     objefled     againft 

*'  me.     When  Zelotypus  married  I  was 

**  admitted  to  his  houfe  with  all  the  fa- 

*'  raiiiarity  of  a  favorite  relative.     Both 

"  he    and  Agneia    lavifhed    kindnefies 

••  upon  me.    Their  fmiles  gave  a  double 

*'  relifh  to  my  life— I  delighted  to  par- 

*'  take  in  their  converfation,  their  read- 

"  ing,    walking,     riding — I   did   every 

*'  thing  to  make  them  love  me,  and  I 

•^  loved  them  :  but  if  ever  my  love  of 

"  Agneia  was  accompanied  in  my  mind 

"  with 
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**  with   impure  defire,  with  a  thought 
**  unworthy  of  her  or  of  Zelotypus,  may 
"  the  felf-devotion  with  which  I  banifh- 
"  ed  myfelf  from  their  fociety,  and  the 
"  refolution  I  took  to  be  lefs  happy  that 
"  they  might  be  happier,  be  fet  down 
'*  againfl  me  as  adls  of  hypocrify  and  de- 
**  liberate  wickednefs  !     May  the  invifi- 
*'  ble  Genius  that  overfees  the  affairs  of 
'*  Dokimafia  place  me  on  his  lift  for  the 
**  caves  of  darknefs  and  defpair  !  Among 
*'  the  mod  intimate  of  the  friends  of  Ze-  . 
"  lotypus  was  Geronto,   a  youth  highly 
"  efleemed  at  Phreen,  both  for  his  vir- 
*'  tues  and  accomplifliments.      He  firft 
'*  pointed  out  to  me  the  uneafmefs  that 
"  began  to  difclofe  itfelf  in  the  heart  of 
*'  Zelotypus ;  but  I  was  not  readily  con- 
"  vinced  that  I  was  the  caufe  of  his  mi- 
"  fery,   till  I  found  Agneia  avoid  me. 
'^  Geronto  completed  my  conviction  by 
"  pointing  out  circumflances  that  had 
7  '*  failed 
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"  failed  to  (Irike  me,  and  in  fine  by  con- 
*^  feffing  to  me,  that  Zelotypus  had  con- 
*'  fided  to  him  the  fecret  of  his  wretch- 
"  ednefs.  I  wanted  no  more  to  resolve 
*^  on  the  part  I  fhoulJ  take :  I  opened 
^'  my  mind  to  Geronto^  It  did  not  at 
"  firfl:  meet  with  his  approbation,  but  he 
"  foon  altered  his  opinion,  and  faw,  or 
**  pretended  to  fee,  my  intention  in  its 
^'  proper  h'ght.  About  this  time  Zelo- 
''  typus  was  fent  from  Phreen  on  fome 
*'  ft  ate  affairs ;  Agneia  fecluded  herfelf; 
*'  I  never  faw  her.  I  arranged  my  affairs, 
'*  and  burying  my  motive  in  the  bofoms 
"  of  Geronto  and  myfelf,  I  took  leave 
*'  of  Phreen,  apparently  for  the  purpofe 
*^  of  travelling,  but  determined  to  fix  niy- 
"  felf  for  a  long  time  out  of  all  communi- 
"  carion  with  it.  With  this  view  I  jour- 
*'  neyed  firfl  through  Aiflhefis,  where  I 
"  affumcd  a  different  name;  and  after  a 
"  circuitous  route,  fettled  at  Nariflon^ 

"  where 
I 
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*^  where  I  have  formed  fome  pleafing 
"  connexions.  Report  makes  no  way 
^'  in  Aiflhefis,  fo  that  what  pafled  after  I 
"  left  Phreen  did  not  reach  me;  and, 
'*  as  in  th's  country  fa^ls  injurious  to 
"  the  fame  of  others  are  foon  fuffered  to 
*'  pafs  into  oblivion,  I  never  heard  thofe 
'*  mentioned  which  I  have  learned  from 
*'  you.  It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  agreed 
*'  with  Geronto,  that  if  Zelotypus  fhould 
'*  entertain  any  idea  cf  my  being  dead, 
'^  it  fhould  be  encouraged.  Nay,  I  now 
*'  believe  that  Geronto  himfelf  thinks  me 
*'  dead  ;  and  more,  that  he  imagines  me 
**  murdered  by  an  AiTihefian  airafTm  em- 
"  ployed  by  him,  for  to  no  other  being 
**  in  Dokimafia  can  I  attribute  fuch  a  de- 
**  fign,  having  offended  none.  On  quit- 
*'  ting  the  confines  of  Noufaifthefis  I  was 
"  accofled  by  a  traveller  who,  knowing 
**  the  country,  rendered  himielf  extreme- 
**  ly  ufeful    to  me.     We   travelled  to- 

**  gether 
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*'  gether  the  greater  part  of  one  day* 
"  When  we  parted  he  prefented  me  with 
**  a  ring,  which  he  faid  had  the  virtue  of 
*'  keeping  the  giver  always  frefh  in  the 
*'  memory  of  the  wearer,  and  he  made 
"  me  pyomife  him  to  wear  it  conflantly 
•*  on  my  finger,  at  lead  while  I  was  in. 
"  Aifthefis.  This  I  made  no  fcruple  to 
**  do,  and  allowed  him  to  put  it  on  him- 
"  felf.  I  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
"  1  was  overtaken  by  another  traveller, 
"  who  had  met  my  former  companion*. 
"  He  feems  to  have  been  fent  by  the  be- 
"  nign  Genius  of  Dokimafia  to  preferve 
'*  my  life  to  confront  the  villain  Geron- 
"  to.  I  learned  from  him  that  the  per* 
**  fon  from  whom  I  had  parted  was  ge- 
"  nerally  confidered  as  one  of  the  mon- 
*'  flers  of  Dokimafia  in  the  human  form  v 
"  and  on  my  mentioning  the  gift  of  the 
"  ring,  he  charged  me  if  I  valued  my 
"  life  10  take  it  off.     1  was  then  inform- 

«  ed 


THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT.  $g 

•*  ed  b)rhlin,  that  there  exifted  In  Aiilhe- 
*'  lis  wretches  who  lived  by  admlnider- 
**  ing  death  in  fo  fecret  a  manner,  that 
'*  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to  trace  the 
*'  caufe  of  it :  that  fo  unhkely  an  Inftru- 
"  ment  of  death  as  a  ring  had  been 
*'  known  to  effed  it,  the  metal  being 
**  alloyed  with  a  fubftance  containing  a 
*'  powerful  venom,  which  by  a  continued 
•*  contact  with  the  fkin,  infufed  itfelf  into 
*'  the  blood  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 
*'  I  had  afterwards  full  proof  of  the  ring 
**  I  had  received  being  envenomed,  by 
**  having  it  faftened  to  the  foot  of  one  of 
"  thofe  little  creatures  which  the  Aiflhe- 
"  fians  devote  as  vermin  to  deflruflion. 
"  Having  then  no  fufpicibn  of  Geronto,  I 
"  could  not  figure  to  myfelf  any  one  de- 
**  firous  of  my  death,  and  as  for  Zeloty- 
'*  pus,  I  knew  his  mind  to  be  too  noble.*' 
Cherbin  concluded  his  narrative  with  fo* 
lemnly  affuring   Benvolio  that  he   had 

never 
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never  been  in  Agneia's  chamber,  and 
therefore  could  never  have  been  feen  by 
Zelotypus,  on  whom  a  deception  mud 
have  been  fuecefsfully  practifed  by  fome 
device  of  Geronto's.  Benvolio  embraced 
Cherbin,  and  they  congratulated  each 
other  on  the  profpeQ  of  that  genuine 
delight  which  fprings  from  the  redrefs 
of  wrongs.  They  were  foon  prepared  for 
their  journey ;  nor,  however  engaging 
the  fcenes  that  prefented  themfelves  in 
Noufaifthefis,  did  they  linger  on  the  way  : 
thm  pleafure  lay  at  the  end  of  it,  and 
they  fuffered  nothing  to  impede  their 
progrefs. 

It  happened  at  this  time  that  there 
xiere  great  rejoicings  at  Phreen,  for  the 
marriage  of  one  of  the  royal  family. 
The  court  pafled  the  greateft  part  of  the 
day  in  a  pleafure  camp :  magnificent 
tents  and  awnings  being  pitched  in  the 
beautiful  extenfive  meadows,  aboutPhreen. 

The 
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The  family  of  Rapiros  was  greatly  diftin- 
guifhed,  and  no  one  flood  in  higher  efti- 
mation  among  all  ranks,  than  the  hypo- 
crite Geronto.  Tilts  and  tournaments 
formed  a  part  of  the  fports  on  the  feftive 
occafion,  in  which  Geronto  flood  unri- 
valled. He  had  repeatedly  fignalized 
his  prowefs,  till  no  knight  was  found 
bold  enough  to  encounter  him.  With 
all  thefe  advantages,  and  in  fpite  of  the 
efteem  he  forced  both  by  his  valour  and 
fentiment,  never  could  he  obtain  the 
meed  of  love,  for  he  demanded  it  proud- 
ly as  a  right. 

Intelligence  of  the  camp  and  feflivities 
reached  Benvolio  and  Cherbin,  long  be- 
fore they  were  near  the  capital.  It  gave 
them  new  fpirits,  and  it  was  refolved  that 
Cherbin,  clad  as  a  knight  in  complere 
armour,  (hould  by  a  herald,  demand  ad- 
mittance to  the  prefence  of  the  Queen, 
and  declare  to.  her  Benvolio'is  intention  to 

accufe 
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accufe  Geronto  of  infamous  falfehocd 
againfl  Agncia,  and  to  fupport  his  ac- 
cufation  by  perfonal  combat.  As  they 
approached  they  heard  the  rejoicings 
talked  of  by  all  they  met,  and  the  won- 
derful feats  performed  by  Geronto  made 
the  burden  of  the  fong.  At  length  they 
came  in  fight  of  the  tented  plain,  the  gay 
view  of  which  was  crowned  wirh  the 
domes  and  fpires  of  Phreen.  The  beauty 
aad  activity  of  the  fcene  defy  defcription 
—the  whole  country  feemed  alive  and  in 
motion.  Arrived  at  the  lines,  Cherbin 
fent  forward  a  herald,  the  found  of  whofe 
trumpet  drew  the  attention  of  all  within 
hearing,  and  prefently  crowds  gathered 
to  enquire  what  new  encounters  niight 
be  expeded.  The  herald  having  executed 
his  duty  returned  with  permifTion  from 
her  Majefty  for  the  admittance  of  Cher- 
bin>  who  immediately  rode  into  the  camp. 
Meanwhile,  the  King,  with  the  Queen, 

the 
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the  princes,  and  the  whole  court,  aflem- 
bied  under  the  awning  fpread  near  the 
royal  tent.  Oeronto  ftood  forward  in  a 
confpicuous  fituation,  looking  with  fmiles 
of  felf  complacency  for  the  approaching 
knight.  Cherbin  difmounted  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  awning,  and  giving  his 
horfe  to  his  fervant,  advanced  towards  the 
court.  Difguifed  by  the  headpiece  of 
his  armour,  he  was  not  recognifed.  Hav- 
ing ma<le  obeifance  in  form,  according  to 
the  ceremonies  of  knighthood,  he  thus 
addreffed  the  Queen; 

*^  I  appear  here  to  beg  your  Majefly 
*'  will  command  Geronto,  the  fon  of  Ra- 
*'  piros,  to  prepare  to  maintain  the  falfe 
"  accufation  he  preferred  againft  Agneia, 
'^  the  wifeof  Zelotypus,  there  being  arri- 
**  ved  a  knight  who  wiH  make  him  retradl 
*'  what  he  has  faid  before  he  leaves  the 
**  camp,  or,  in  the  prefence  of  your  fub- 
**  jecls,  cut  out  his  perjured  tongue." 

This 
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This  challenge  In  a  moment  fpread 
throughout  the  camp  and  town^  and  al- 
ready every  Noufaifthefian,  men  and  wo- 
men, began  to  pray  for  the  refloration  of 
the  injured  Agneia.  *'  Knight,'*  faid 
the  Queen,  addrefling  Cherbin,  *^  do  you 
*^  know  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  depend 
"  on  the  iflue  of  a  combat ;  and  that  in 
*f  Noufaiflhefis  we  require  flrong  addi- 
*«  tional  proofs  of  innocence." — ^^  The 
^^  knight  challenger  brings  thofe  proofs,'* 
replied  Cherbin,  "  but  with  your  Ma- 
*'  jefty's  permiiTion,  he  hopes  they  may 
*«  be  poftponed  until  after  the  combat, 
*'  If  the  challenged  knight  have  no  ob- 
<'  jedlion  to  It."  The  fummon  to  the 
field  on  this  ground  was  fo  fudden  and 
unexpected  that  his  confcience  Hung  him 
before  it  was  ililelded  by  his  acquired 
boldnefs,  and  for  fome  moments  he  felt 
tortures  worfe  than  death  :  hotvever,  the 
difgrace  of  appearing  backward,  his  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  in  his  own  flrength  and  ikill,  and 
above  all  the  thought  of  crufliing  the  en- 
quiry by  his  viclory,  reanimated  him, 
and  he  foon  loft  all  remorfe  and  all  fear: 
when  therefore  the  Queen,  addrelling 
him,  afked :  "  What  fays  Geronto  ?" 
he  afTumed  all  the  eafe  he  was  mafler  of, 
and,  with  a  carelefs  fmile,  replied : 
**  Your  Majefly's  fubjed  afks  but  the 
*^  time  neceffary  to  arm.'*  Saying 
which  he  bowed  and  retired. 

Cherbin  was  now  called  upon  toinfert 
in  the  book  of  challenges  the  name  and 
titles  of  the  challenger.  He  fimply  in- 
fcribed,  "  Benvoho  j'' — the  name  im- 
mediately  ran  through  every  mouth. 
The  fame  of  the  knight  had  long  reach- 
ed Phreen,  and  his  very  name  was  of  it- 
felf  a  ftrong  teftimony  in  favour  of  Ag- 
neia's  innocence  ;  for  he  was  well  known 
to  be  a  terror  to  the  wicked,  and  it  was 
generally  prefumed  that  he  would  not 

have 
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have  undertaken  Agneia's  caufe  without 
proofs'of  the  juftlce  of  it. 

The  lifts  were  already  prepared,  the 
people  crowded  round  them,  and  the 
court,  the  judges,  and  marfhals  took 
their  places.  When  it  was  told  to  Ge- 
ronto,  that  Benvolio  was  the  challenger, 
his  heart  again  funk,  but  it  being  impof- 
fible  to  withdraw  now  without  difgrace, 
he  thought  of  his  own  power  and  of  the 
celebrity  that  w^ould  attend  a  vidory 
over  fuch  a  knight :  refolving  therefore 
to  exert  all  his  (Irength  and  dexterity,  he 
repaired  to  the  lifts,  where  he  found  his 
adverfary  ready  for  the  combat.  "  Trai- 
**  tor !"  cried  Benvolio,  advancing  to 
meet  him,  '*  as  I  am  certain  that  the  ac- 
"  cufatlon  thou  preferred  ft  againft  the 
*'  wife  of  your  friend,  was  invented  from 
"  a  moft  abominable  and  wicked  motive, 
'*  I  maintain  here,  before  all,  that  thou 
**  haft  infamoufiy  traduced  her,  and  that 
'*  thou  bafely  liedft  in  all  that  thou  didft 

^«  advance 
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'*  advance  againfl:  her."      Geronto  in- 
ftantly  replied  with  wonderful  boldnefs  : 
"  Knight,  no  longer   noble,  fince  thou 
"  had  become  the  champion  of  difloyal- 
"  ty  in  a  wife,  I  can  think  of  thee  only 
"  as  an  abettor  of  crimes,  and  as  a  foul 
"  adulterer  thyfelf :    wherefore  I  main- 
"  tain  that  thou  lied  thyfelf,  and  that 
*^  thou  deferveft  to   be  burnt  alive,   or 
"  drawn  in  quarters,  as  an  example  for 
"  future  ages  to  all  difloyal  wives  and 
"  bafe  feducers/'     The  herald  at  arms 
now  gave  the  accuftomed  fignal,  upon 
which  the  knights  couched  theic  lances, 
and  fet  their  horfes  forward  with  fuch 
impetuofity  that  both  lances  broke  fhort 
at  the  gauntlets ;  their  bucklers,  coats  of 
mail,    and  head-pieces  met  in   dreadful 
fhock,  and  the  knights  fell  together  to 
the  ground  ;  dill  however  grafping  their 
bridles,  and  Simulated  with  an  ardour 
and  defire  of  vi^ory  which  foon  refeated 
VOL.  III.  F  them 
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them  on  their  courfers.    Throwing  away 
the  broken  part  of  the  lances,  they  drew 
their  fwords,  and  a  combat   began,   fo 
fierce  and  extraordinary,  that  harrowed 
all  the  feelings  of  the  fpe6tators  ;   who 
declared  they  had  never  ken  a   fmgle 
combat   fo   furioufly   fought,    or   better 
maintained  than  that   between  Geronto 
and  Benvolio.    The  former  long  exerted 
himfelf,  well  knowing  what    he  had  at 
(lake ;    but  the   latter  refle£ling   on  the 
judice  of  his  caufe,  now  feemed  to  re- 
double his  efforts,  fo  that  his  adverfary, 
no  longer  able  to  endure  the  fury  of  his 
blows,   and  being   wounded   in   feveral 
places,    did   nothing   but   endeavour  to 
ward   the  blows  which  were   inceffantly 
fhowered    on   every   part   of  his    body. 
Benvolio,  perceiving  this,  and  eager  to 
put  an  end  to  the  fight,  aimed  a  flroke 
with  all  his  force  upon  his  helmet,  by 
which  it  was  cleft  in  two,  and  Geronto, 

ilunned. 
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flunned,  reeled  from  fide  to  fide,  and 
fell  from  his  horfe.  The  knight,  ihea 
alighting,  with  the  handle  of  his  fword 
beat  off  the  head- piece  of  his  enemy,  and 
placing  his  foot  upon  his  breaH-,  turned 
the  point  of  his  weapon  to  his  throat,  as 
if  with  a  defign  to  put  him  to  death, 
faying  :  "  Villain,  the  hour  is  come  whea 
^'  thou  mufl  go  and  account  with  the 
"  Genius  of  Dokimafia,  for  the  falfc- 
^'  hood  and  treachery  thou  hafl  commit- 
"  ted  againfl  the  innocent  A\ife  of  the 
"  man  whom  thou  pretendedft  to  caH 
*'  friend.''  "  Knight  1"  replied  Geron- 
to,  '^  have  mercy;  and,  at  lead,  do  not 
^'  fo  haften  my  death,  as  to-  deprive  me 
*'  of  an  opportunity  of  communing  wit^ 
*'  my  conlcience,  and  of  making  all  the 
*'  reparation  in  my  power  to  the  injured 
*'  Zelotypus  and  Agneia." — "Aban-don- 
'^  ed  wretch  !"  faid  Benvolio,  "  on  con- 
^'  dition  of  that  reparation  being  amply 
F   2  '«  and 
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*'  and  publicly  made  In  prefence  of  her 
**  Majefty  and  the  fair  ladies  of  her 
"  court  immediately,  I  confent  to  fpare 
*'  thy  life,  and  to  leave  thee  to  the  mer- 
*'  cy  of  thy  fovereign." 

The  vanquifhed  Geronto,  now  as  ab- 
jed  as  he  had  been  proud,  was  conveyed 
to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  where  he  en- 
tered into  a  particular  confeflion  of  his 
wickednefs  and  treachery  towards  Ag- 
neia.  He  dated  her  repulfe  of  his  love 
as  the  motives  of  his  revenge,  and  declar- 
ed how  he  had  played  upon  the  weaknefs 
of  her  hufband's  heart,  and  made  him 
jealous  of  Cherbin.  At  the  mention  of 
Cherbin,  who  was  now  (landing  near  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  ftill  concealed  in  ar- 
mour, he  was  afked  by  the  defire  of  her 
Majefty,  whether  Cherbin  was  not  feen 
by  the  hufband  of  Agneia  coming  out  of 
her  chamber  at  dawn  of  day,  and  what 
had  become  of  him. — ''  Murdered,"  he 

replied^ 
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replied,  "  murdered  by  an  Aiilhefian, 
"  whom  I  employed  for  that  purpofe, 
*'  and  who  had  previoufly  perfonated 
**  him  in  the  fcene  I  contrived^  in  order 
"  to  impofe  on  Zelotypus."  While  he 
was  making  this  confedon,  Cherbia 
had  loofened  the  (traps  which  faftened  his 
head-piece,  and  took  it  off.  The  guilty 
Geronto  confounded,  trembled  in  every 
limb  as  his  eyes  furveyed  the  well  known 
figure,  and  Cherbin  addrefling  the  throne, 
confirmed  the  confeflion  of  Geronto,  and 
gave  an  account  of  what  he  had  related  to 
Benvolio ;  concluding  with  an  avowal  of 
having  left  Phreen  to  facrifice  his  own 
happinefs  to  that  of  his  friend's.  This 
noble  motive  obtained  the  loud  ant|  un- 
bounded applaufe  of  all  prefent :  it 
fpread  from  tongue  to  tongue,  till  every 
foul  in  the  camp  was  loud  in  Cherbin's 
praife.  The  triumph  of  the  injured  Ag- 
neia  filled  every  bofom  wath  delight. 
F  3  The 
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The  fentence  againft  her  was  immediate- 
ly abrogated,  and  a  number  of  noble 
Noufaifthefians  were  appointed  to  repair 
to  Neuron^  in  order  to  conduift  her  back 
to  Phrcen  with  every  honour.  Geronto 
was  ordered  into  confinement  till  her  ar- 
jival,  to  await  the  fentence  flie  fhould 
litTkU  pronounce,  upon  him  :  and  Ben- 
Yolio  was  invited  to  refide  at  Phreen.  It 
was  his  intention  to  continue  fome  time 
in  the  capital  of  Notifaiflheris,  to  partake 
of  the  many  exquifite  and  rational  enjoy- 
ments it  afforded,  but  his  firft  objed  was 
to  reflore  his  friends  Zelotypus  and  Ag* 
neia  to  peace,  fame,  and  their  country  ; 
and  he  folicited  permiffion  to  attend  the 
deputation  to  Neuron, 
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CHAP.  XL 

The  knight*s  return  to  Neuron. — The  confequence 
of  his  dropping  the  magic  leaves. — Acajou  and 
Zirphilla. 

IbO  eager  was  Benvolio  to  carry  hlmfelf 
the  tidings  of  the  events  at  Phreen  ta 
Zebtypus  md  Agneia,  that  ha  refolved 
not  to  wait  the  movements  of  a  deputa- 
tion J  and  having  refted  a  day  to  recover 
the  fatigue  he  had  fuffered  in  the  combat 
with  Geronto,  he  obtained  permiflion  of 
their  Majefties  to  fet  out  immediately  to 
announce  to  the  injured  Agneia  the  hap- 
py iflae  of  the  enterprise  fhe  had  entrufted 
to  him,  Cherbin  would  gladly  have 
accompanied  him,  but  from  motives  of 
delicacy  he  refolved  to  return  to  Nariilon, 
and  not  appear  again  at  Phreen,  till  he 
F  4.  was 
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was  afiured  by  Zelotypus  himfelf,  that  he 
had  completely  fubdued  a  paflion  which 
had  been  attended  with  fuch  unmerited 
mifery  to  Agneia. 

After  an  abfence  of  little  more  than  a 
month,  Benvollo  again  arrived  at  Neu- 
ron. The  furprife  of  Zelotypus  and  the 
gratitude  of  Agneia  were  unfpeakable. 
Zelotypus  en  his  knees  implored  forgive- 
ness of  his  lovely  wife,  whom  an  artful 
and  revengeful  villain  had  led  him  to 
wrong  in  the  tendered  point  ;  and  from 
that  moment  his  bofom  was  freed  from 
the  mod  bitter,  mofl:  corroding  of  the 
paflions.  Benvollo  was  received  into  the 
houfe  of  Zelotypus  a$  a  brother,  and  hi* 
admiration  of  Agneia,  far  from  giving 
pain  to  his  friend,  became  a  new  fource 
of  delight  to  him. 

The  knight  loft  no  time  in  paying  his 
court  to  the  King  and  Prince  of  Aifthefis, 
^hom  he  informed  of  the  pleafure  which 

the 
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the  Queen  of  Noufaifthefis  enjoyed  in  the- 
reftoration  of  Agneia's  fame,   apprizing 
them  at  the  fame  time  of  the  honour  that 
awaited  her,  of  a  deputation  from  her  fo- 
vereigns,  to  requed  her  return  to  Phreen, 
where  (he  was  already  reinftated  in   the 
grace  and  favour  which  were   her  due* 
Neither  the  King  nor  Prince  feemed   to 
partake  the  ardour  with  which  the  intel- 
ligence was  imparted.     "  Knight/*  faid 
the  Prince,    "  I  think  it  beneath  a  mo- 
"  narch  to  interfere  in  the  amours  of  his^ 
'^  fubjedis.      Mercy  !    what   an  endlefs 
*'  labour  would   my  father  be   involved 
"  in,  were  he  bound  to  decide  upon  the 
''  intrigues  of  the  Aifthefians.'^     Ben« 
volio  was  about  to  difcufs  the  theme  of 
virtue,  when  he  fuddenly  recolleded  the 
pneumatic  plaifter,  that  admirable  fpeci- 
fie  for  procuring   fabmiffion   to   the  will 
and  opinion  of  Ailthefian  princes..     He 
bowed  in  filence,   and   foon  withdre.w*  ^ 
F  5  lie 
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He  found  more  fympathy  in  his  friend 
Krites,  who  was  now  freely  admitted  to 
the  houfe  of  Zelotypus.  Indeed  fo  con- 
vinced was  the  happy  hufband  of  Agneia 
oi  his  wife's  virtue,  and  fo  thoroughly 
was  jealoufy  rooted  from  his  breaft,  that 
while  they  were  waiting  for  the  deputa- 
tion from  Phreen,  his  houfe  became  the 
refortofall  the  Naufaiflhefians  of  note  at 
Neuron. 

Benvolio  now  vifited  all  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  among  other  unaccountable 
i\iflhefian  events,  found  that  the  little 
Noufaiflhefian  ador  was  grown  out  of 
favour  among  the  Neuronites.  His  voice 
had  been  difcovered  to  w^ant  melody, 
and  a  ftill  more  wonderful  difcovery  had 
been  made — that  he  was  a  boy  and  not  a 
Dvan,  confequently  not  of  a  fize  for  a  hero 
or  a  lover.  *'  How  h  this/'  faid  Ben- 
volio to  Krites  ;  "  has  he  fo  fuddenly 
*"  lo*l  thofe  graces  of  aftion  and  delivery 

**  which 
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**  which  won  all  hearts  ?" — **  Come  and 
"  judge  yourfelf,"  replied  Krites ;  "  we 
"  have  time  to  get  places  before  the  play 
«'  begins/* — *'  Places,  fo  late  1  then  the 
*'  theatre  is  not  fo  crowded  as  when 
*'  we  faw  him."— **^  We  Ihall  get 
"  places/'  faid  Krites,  fmiling.  They 
did  eafily  get  feats,  yet  the  houfe  was  far 
from  being  empty.  There  were  a  great 
many  Noufaifthefians  at  Neuron  who 
judged  for  themfelves,  and  whofe  opi- 
nions a  number  of  the  Neuronites  fol- 
lowed :  thefe  would  not  forfake  the 
young  ador.  Many  others  went  to  the 
theatre  from  habit,  or  from  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  themfelves.  Benvolia 
found  no  difference  in  the  figure,  voice, 
or  acling  of  the  young  Noufaiflhefian. 
The  fuggefters  were  neuter  by  agree- 
ment. Some  hiffes  were  heard  in  one 
corner  of  the  theatre,  but  they  were 
overpowered  by  the  plaudits.  *'  There 
"  is  an  evident  change  without  a  caufe/' 
I  6  faid 
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faid  Benvolio.  ^'  Nay,''  replied  Krites, 
"  what  think  you  of  the  ficklenefs  na- 
••  tural  to  theatrical  audiences  in  gene- 
*'  ral  for  a  fufficient,  if  not  a  good, 
<*  caufe  ?      But  there   are  other  caufes 

*^  not  half  fo  innocent.     For  inftance — 

#  *  #  #  * 

Here  the  attention  of  the  knight  was 
taken  off  by  the  noife  of  a  voice  hallooing 
loud  ;  and  as  it  approached  the  place 
where  he  was  feated,  he  heard  himfelf 
diftindly  called  upon,  but  not  by  the 
name  of  Benvolio — He  ftarted  up,  the 
magic  leaves  dropped  from  his  hand— 
*'  Seigneur  De  Joinville  !  Seigneur  De 
**  Joinville  !"  cried  the  well  known  voice 
of  Blaife,  or  Tiraanes  ;  who  having  fafely 
lodged  the  foal  at  home,  returned  to 
the  little  inn,  where  he  had  left  the 
knight ;  and  hearing  that  he  was  gone 
abroad  had  fallied  forth  in  fearch  of 
him. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  remembered  that 

whe33i 
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when  De  Joinville  fheltered  himfelf  from 
the  fun  in  the  hollow  trunk  of  a  tree,  he 
took  into  his  hands  fome  old  leaves^  un» 
confcious  of  the  charm  they  co7itamed\  now 
thofe  old  leaves  were  nothing  elfe  than 
the  book  which  Timanes  had  left  to 
amufe  the  knight's  leifure  during  his 
fquire's  abfence.  So  charmed  was  De 
Joinville,  that  he  readily  affociated,  or 
rather  identified  himfelf  with  the  charac- 
ter of  Benvolio,  and  that  the  more  eafily 
as  Felicia  was  alfo  the  name  of  the  he- 
roine. Conceiving  himfelf  to  be  the 
hero,  he  would  have  continued  reading 
till  the  book  or  day  ended,  had  he  not 
been  interrupted  by  his  fquire.  He  was 
notwithftanding  glad  to  fee  him,  as  the 
fun  now  abated  of  its  fervour,  and  it  was 
time  to  proceed  on  their  way.  Putting 
the  book  into  the  hands  of  Timanes,  and 
giving  him  itrid  charge  to  take  the  great- 
eft  care  of  it,  he  returned  to  the  i^n^ 
4  which 
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which  he  foon  after  left,  attended  by  his 
faithful  fquire.  The  afternoon  was 
pleafant,  they  were  no  longer  incom- 
moded by  the  foal,  but  rode  leifurely 
along :  De  Joinville  now  thinking  of 
Zelotypus  and  Agneia,  and  now  again  of 
his  own  divine  Felicia  ;  Timanes  dividing 
his  cogitations  between  the  lovely  Dinah 
and  his  fupper  at  the  next  town,  which 
was  at  a  confiderable  diflance  from  the 
little  inn.  When  they  had  proceeded 
about  a  third  of  the  way,  De  Joinville, 
anxious  to  know  what  pafled  at  the  re- 
ftoratlon  of  Agneia  at  the  Court  of 
Phreen,  defired  Timanes  to  give  him  the 
book,  that  he  might  confult  it  as  they 
travelled.  The  poor  fquire  at  this  com- 
mand felt  his  hair  (land  on  end,  as  he 
fuddenly  recollected  that  he  had  put  it 
upon  the  table  at  the  inn,  before  his 
eyes,  that  he  mi^ht  not  forget  it,  and 
that  there  he  had  left  it.     "  Merciful 

^  feigneur  V 
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^'  feigneur!'*  cried  he,  fhuddering ; 
"  proceed,  proceed  to  the  place  of  our 
**  deftination  for  the  night,  and  I  will 
*'  overtake  you  before  you  arrive  there, 
*'  or  perhaps  juft:  as  you  are  fitting  down 
**  to  an  excellent  fupper  ;  may  be  a 
"  trout,  a  fowl,  and  a  compote  de  -pigeon.^* 
— "  The  book,  the  book,"  cried  De 
Joinville.  "  Diredlly  feigneur,*'  re- 
plied the  fquire,  *'  as  foon  as  I  can  get  it 
"  oflF  the  table." — *'  Out  of  your  pocket 
*'  you  mean,  goofe,"  faid  De  Joinville. 
"  No  feigneur,  off  the  table,'*  replied 
he:  "  be  fo  good  as  to  ride  on,  and  I 
*'  will  bring  it  to  you/' — "  Have  you 
**  thenleftit  behind,  caitiff?"  exclaimed 
De  Joinville.  "  Out  of  my  pocket, 
*'  feigneur,"  anfwered  the  fquire,  with 
a  piteous  face  :  "  but  I  will  be  with  you 
•'  before  the  firft  difli'of  the  fupper  is  on 
•'  the  table,  or  may  I  not  tafle  trout, 
"  pullet,  or  pidgeon.'*      So   faying,  he 

turned 
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turned  his  horfe's  head.  De  Joinville, 
whofe  good  nature  would  probably  have 
prevented  his  ordering  him  back  for  the 
book,  was  paffive  at  his  departure ;  for 
the  charm  of  the  old  leagues  flill  operating 
magically  upon  him  ;  he  was  anxious  ta 
return  with  Zelotypus  and  Agneia  to 
Phreen,  and  to  vifit  every  part  of  Nouf- 
aifthefis,  of  which  he  had  already  formed 
fuch  exalted  notions.  He  therefore 
fmiled  at  Timanes,  promifed  him  a  good 
fupper,  and  let  him  go,  while  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Malot,  where  in  due  courfe  of 
time  he  arrived,  without  meeting  any  ac- 
cident on  the  road. 

De  Joinville  firft  amufed  himfelf  witlv 
enquiring  into  the  (late  of  the  larder,  and 
finding  provifions  of  the  nature  pre-ima- 
gined  by  Timanes^  abfolutely  ordered 
thofe  very  difhes,  pleafing  his  fancy  with 
rewarding  the  fquire  for  his  trouble,  by 
making  him  partake  at  the  fame  table, 

of 
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of  the  luxuries  his  appetite  had  di(flated« 
He  guefled  the  time  of  his  overtaking 
him,  and  defired  fupper  to  be  ready  ac- 
cordingly. This  done,  he  retired  to 
his  apartment  and  contemplated  the 
charms  of  his  divine  miflrefs,  till  the 
hod  interrupted  him  to  lay  the  cloth. 
Timanes,  as  if  by  inftinfl,  appeared  at  the 
fame  time  ;  and  rejoiced  the  heart  of  the 
knight,  by  news  of  his  friends  Zelotypus 
and  Agneia.  "  I  have  it,  Seigneur,'* 
cried  the  fquire ;  "  I  found  it  where  I 
"  left  it."  De  Joinville,  who  thought 
of  Timanes*  furprife  when  the  trout,  pul- 
let, and  pidgeons  (hould  appear,  and 
being  at  the  fame  time  fecure  of  his 
book,  faid  fmiling,  «'  Well,  well,  Ti^ 
"  manes,  after  fupper  we  will  have  it— 
^'  You  mud  be  hungry  :  I  have  ordered 
^'  fome  cheefc  and  onions,  and  you  (liall 
^^  fit  down  and  partake  of  it  with  me." 
— *^  Vd    rather  be  excufed,  feigneur/' 

replied 
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replied  Timanes,  with  lips  drawn  afiant  j 
<*  I  had  fooner  fup  with  your  mare  on 
**  oats  and  beans ;  for  cheefe  and  onion 
*'  are  my  averfion."  As  he  faid  this, 
the  hoft  afked  if  he  (hould  bring  up  the 
trout "  The — what ! — trout  ?"  ex- 
claimed Timanes,  with  a  countenance 
now  changed  to  a  broad  grin — '^  I  will 
"  juft  run,  feigneur,  and  bid  the  man 
*^  take  care  of  my  bead,  and  be  back 
*^  with  the  trout.**  He  was  as  good  as 
his  word,  and  as  the  landlord  brought  ia 
the  fi[h,  he  brought  the  fauce.  Down 
fat  mafter  and  man,  and  for  the  greater 
part  of  an  hour  never  was  fquire  happier;^ 
or  knight  more  amufed  with  the  voracious 
happinefs  of  a  fquire.  At  length  nature 
(for  nature  will  tire  of  fuch  blifs)  de- 
manded a  truce  ;  and  now,  as  it  was  ftill 
early,  De  Joinville  prepared  for  the  en- 
joyment of  his  defert,  in  purfuing  his 
route  through  the  valley  of  Dokiraafia* 

''  There 
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"  There  it  is,  feigneur,'*  faid  TImanes, 
with  a  complacent  eye  and  a  lleek  fkin. 
— De  Joinville  feized  the  volume  pre- 
fented  by  the  fquire,  and  more  delighted 
with  the  thought  of  Agneia,  than  Tima- 
nes  had  been  with  the  fight  of  the  trout, 
opened  the  book  about  the  middle,  in 
hafte  to  fee  her  name,  and  the  deputation 
from  Phreen  arrived  at  Neuron.  "  What 
"  have  we  here  ?"  cried  he :  "  Har- 
'*  poona,  Acajou,  Zirphilla  ?'*  He  turned 
more  to  the  beginning;  Harpoona  and 
Acajou  ftill  met  his  eye,  but  he  no  where 
difcovered  the  names  of  Benvolio  or  Ze- 
lotypus,  and  at  lafl  the  title-page  aflured 
him,  that  though  the  printing  and  cover 
were  very  fimilar  to  the  volume  which 
had  enchanted  him,  the  contents  were 
very  different.  De  Joinville  caft  a  ftern 
look  at  Timanes,  whofe  countenance,  in 
fpite  of  the  fupport  it  had  received  from 
bis  good  cheer,  had  begun  falling  from 

the 
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the  firft  founds  of  Harpoona,  Acajou,  and 
Zirphilla.  "  Seigneur,  feigneur,  "  cried 
he,  "  if  ever  one  pea  might  be  taken  for 
*'  another,  this  book  might  be  taken  for 
"  that  which  has  caufed  me  a  bumping 
*'  of  three  leagues  extraordinary  ;  and  it 
*'  lay  on  the  very  fpot  where  I  left  the 
"  other.     Some  of  thofe  plaguy  varlets 
''  I  faw  at  the   inn  mud   have  changed 
•*  it.'*     He  then  offered  to  go  back  im* 
mediately  to  look  for  ir,  an  offer  which 
foftened  the  knight.     Timanes  obferving 
this,  affured  him  that  the  volume  in  his^ 
hand  was  one  of  the  beft  things  in  the 
world,  for  he  had  read  it  twenty  times  at 
home.    De  Joinville,  though  difappointed 
was  not  willing  to  fpend  the   evening  in 
repining,    and  therefore  as  foon  as  the 
cloth  was  removed,  he  opened  the  volume 
at  the  beginning,  and  read  the  following 
tale. 

ACAJOU' 
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ACAJOU  AND  ZIRPHILLA. 

Wit  is  not  always  worth  what  it  is 
prized  at ;  Love  is  a  good  preceptor,  and 
Providence  knows  what  it  is  about :  fuch 
is  the  moral  of  this  tale,  which  it  is  pro-. 
per  tfie  reader  fhould  be  informed  of,  for 
fear  he  Ihould  miftake  it.  Shallow  pates 
never  fufped  the  intention  of  an  author, 
while  lively  imaginations  make  more  of 
it  than  is  meant  j  but  neither  are  fond  of 
moralizing,  therefore  at  once  to  my 
tale. 

Once  upon  a  time,  in  a  country  fituated 
between  the  kingdoms  of  Acacia  and 
IVIinutia,  there  was  a  race  of  evil  Genii, 
who  were  a  difgrace  to  their  own  fpecies, 
and  a  fcourge  to  mankind.  Heaven  was 
touched  with  the  prayers  fent  up  againfl: 
this  wicked  race  :  moft  of  them  came  to 
a  tragical  end,  and  only  the  Genius  Po- 

dagrambo 


iiB        THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

dagrambo  and  the  Fairy  Harpoona  were 
now  left ;  but  it  appeared  that  thefe  two 
inherited  all  the  wickednefs  of  their 
anceftors. 

They  were  both  deficient  in  under- 
flanding  :  the  condition  of  Genius  or  of 
Fairy  gives  only  power,  and  wickednefs 
is  oftener  found  with  folly  than  v/iih  un- 
derftanding.  Podagrambo,  though  a 
molt  Jioble,  mofl:  high,  and  mofl  puiffant 
lord,  was  neverthelefs  a  mofl:  egregious 
afs :  Harpoona  was  thought  to  have 
more  wit,  becaufe  (he  was  more  wicked  : 
wit  and  wickednefs  are  confounded  to 
this  day :  but  what  proves,  however, 
that  fhe  had  little,  is  that  (he  was  tirefome 
even  when  ihe  talked  fcandal.  As  for 
the  Genius,  he  was  wicked  enough  to 
defire  only  mifchief,  and  fool  enough  to 
have  been  led  to  do  good  without  being 
aware  of  it.  His  perfon  was  gigantic  and 
completely  mifliapen.    Harpoona  was  fl:ill 

more 
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^more  frightful 4  talJ,  lean,  and  black; 
her  hair  refembled  fnakes,  and  when  (he 
transformed  herfelf,  it  was  commonly  in- 
to a  fpider,  a  bat,  or  feme  horrid  mied:. 

Thefe  two  monflers  were  not  the  lefs 
prefumptuous.  Harpoona  piqued  herfelf 
on  her  charms,  and  Podagrambo  on  the 
favours  of  the  fair.  They  had  a  country 
feat  elegantly  furnifhed,  where  there  were 
bronze  Cariatedes,  lamps,  claflical  fettees, 
cufliions,  and  footflools.  Thither  they 
repaired  to  vapour  themfelves,  and  at 
length  they  threatened  the  world  that 
they  would  marry  to  perpetuate  their 
names.  Pqfterojnania  is  a  common  itch 
among  many  of  the  great ;  they  love  their 
pofterity,  but  do  not  care  a  farthing  for 
their  children.  The  intention  was  re* 
ceived  as  a  declaration  of  war. 

The  affair  was  confidered  by  the  Genfi 
of  Fairies  of  fufficient  importance  for  the 
convoking  of  a  general  affembly.     The 

matter 
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matter  was  flated  and  difcufled  :  there 
was  much  talking  and  deliberation,  yet 
in  the  end  fomething  was  determined. 

It  was  refolved  that  Podagrambo  and 
Harpoona  fhould  never  have  it  in  their 
power  to  marry,  till  they  had  in  Tome 
inftance  infpired  love.  This  decree 
feemed  to  condemn  both  to  the  flare 
of  celibacy ;  or,  if  they  could  become 
amiable  their  charader  mud  of  courfe 
be  changed,  and  that  was  all  that  was 
de  fired. 

They  confulted  their  love  kalendar  to 
fee  what  houfe  they  fhould  honour  with 
their  choice,  yet  as  it  was  neceifary  for 
them  to  infpire  love,  they  were  fenfible 
that  they  fhould  never  fucceed,  but  by 
fome  extraordinary  artifice  :  for,  how- 
ever blind  felf-love  may  be,  when  inte- 
refl  mixes  with  it  we  foon  difcover  our 
defecls. 

Harpoona,  who  had  a  more  fertile  in- 
vention 
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vendoii  than  the  Genius,  addrcOei  hun 
nearly  as  follows  :  ■•  My  propofai  is  to 
'^  take  children  qui:e  in  their  infancy, 
*'  before  they  have  any  ideas :  we  will 
"  bring  them  up  ourfelves ;  they  (hall 
"  never  fee  any  body  elfe,  and  we  wiU 
*'  form  their  hearts  to  our  wifh  ;  the 
''  prepciTellions  of  childhood  are  hardiy 
'^  to  be  overcome.  My  match,'*,  added 
fhe,  "  is  already  found  :  the  king  of 
*'  Acacia  has  an  only  fon  about  two 
*•  years  old.  I  Ihall  go  and  aik  him  to 
**  entruft  his  education  to  me,  which  he 
**  will  not  dare  to  refute,  for  fear  of  my 
*'  refentment :  and  people  do  more  for 
*'  thofe  they  fear  than  for  thofe  they 
"  elteem.  I  will  take  care  to  afl  in 
*•  the  fame  manner  for  you  with  the  nrll 
••  little  princefs  to  be  born." 

Podagrambo  approved  a  plan  i'o  weS 
contrived,  and  the  Fairy  fet  on  upoa 
her  great  dragon  wi:h  whiil^?r$,  arrived 

VOL,  III.  G  ac 
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at  the  palace  of  the  king  of  Acacia,  and 
made  her  demand,  which  the  poor  king 
did  not  dare  to  refufe. 

Harpoona,  deh'ghted  at  having  the 
little  prince  Acajou  in  her  hands,  fet 
out  on  her  return,  and  thought  only  of 
executing  her  proje£l.  With  the  waving 
of  her  wand  (he  built  him  an  enchanted 
palace,  which  I  beg  the  reader  to  ima- 
gine according  to  his  own  tafte,  as  I  fpare 
him  a  defcription  of  it  for  fear  of  tiring 
him  ;  but  one  thing  I  am  obliged  to  tell 
him,  as  he  is  not  obliged  to  guefs  it,  and 
that  is,  that  Harpoona,  when  (lie  deftined 
the  garden  of  this  palace  to  ferve  the 
little  prince  to  walk  in,  attached  to  it  a 
talifman  which  prevented  his  going  out 
of  it  till  he  was  in  love ;  and  as  fhe  was 
the  only  female  whom  he  could  fee,  fhe 
did  not  doubt  that  that  would  render 
beauty  needlefs,  and  that  as  he  grew  up 
the  heart  of  Acajou  would  naturally  yield 

to 
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to  love.  An  accident  which  Harpoona 
had  not  forefeen,  thwarted  her  defign  at 
firft,  and  obh'ged  her  to  amend  her  plan. 
Acajou  had  received  at  his  birth  the  gift 
of  beauty,  he  was  to  be  the  handfomeft 
prince  of  his  time :  this  was  wonderfully 
pleafmg  to  the  hopes  of  the  Fairy,  who 
befides  knew  well  enough  that  the  fird 
fruits  of  the  moft  amiable  youth  belong  of 
right  to  old  women  :  but  (he  was  vexe(f 
to  find  that  the  infant  had  been  highly 
endowed  with  all  the  qualities  of  the 
mind. 

Harpoona,  fenfible  that  thefe  would 
encreafe  the  difficulty  of  deducing  h^m, 
immediately  refolved  to  corredl  by  art 
what  her  pupil  had  received  by  nature, 
and  to  fpoil  his  mind,  as  flie  could  not 
deprive  him  of  it.  She  went  into  the 
laboratory  where  (he  mixed  her  drugs  ; 
the  mod  efficacious  words,  the  mofl 
powerful  charms  were  employed,  Shs 
o  2  made 
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made   two   boxes   of  magical  fugar,   in 
■one  of  which  there  were  paflils  poflefling 
a  virtue  to  infpire  bad  tafte,  and  give  a 
falfe   tade   to    the    underftanding  ;     th^ 
other  contaified  comfits  of  prefumption 
and  obftinacy  :  whoever  eat  of  them  was 
doomed  a^^ways  to  judge  falfely,   argue 
abfurdly,  fupport  his  opinion  obRinateiy, 
and  to  give  himfelf  up  to  every  thing 
ridiculous,    fo    that   the   evil  Fairy  had 
every  reafon   to  hope  that  if  the  prince 
eat  any  of  them  he  would  feel  for  her  a 
paflion  the  flronger  the  more  extravagant 
it  was.     She  now   went  and   prefented 
the  fugar-plumbs  to  the  child  j  but  in 
coaxing  him   to  eat  fome  of  them,  flie 
attempted  to  put  on  a  fmiling  face,  which 
turned  into  a  grimace  fo  frightful  that 
the  boy  was  terrified  at   it,  and  threw 
the  boxes  at  her  head.     It  would  have 
been  more  eafy  to  feduce  one  of  thofe 
jnea  called  rational  j  for  enlightened  Na- 
ture 
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tare  beftows  on  fuch  as  fhe  has  not  yet 
given  up  to  reafon  a  furer  inflind,  which 
warns  them  of  what  is  bad  for  them. 
The  Fairy  did  not  much  regret  the  com- 
fits of  prefumption,  not  doubting  that 
Acajou's  birth  would  give  him  enough 
of  that ;  but  fhe  could  never  make  him 
tafte  either  the  one  or  the  other,  and  at 
length  (lie  gave  them  away  to  a  traveller, 
as  a  very  vaKiable  curiofity ;  adding  to 
to  them  the  virtue  of  multiplying  them-, 
felves.  The  perfon  that  received  them 
carried  them  to  Europe,  where  they  were 
attended  with  wonderful  fuccefs.  They 
were  the  firfl  paftils  and  comfits  of  the 
kind  feen  there.  Every  body  wanted 
them  ;  they  were  fent  in  prelents,  car- 
Tied  about  in  little  boxes,  and  offered  in 
company,  by  way  of  polite  attention, 
like  a  pinch  of  fnufF;  a  cullom  that  has^ 
been  kept  up  to  this  day.  They  do  not 
all  poiTefs  the  fame  virtue,  but  the  old 
G  3  ones 
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ones  are  not  abfolutely  lofl.  Howevsr 
that  he,  Harpoona  conceived  the  idea 
of  giving  prince  Acajou  fo  bad  an  edu- 
cation as  fhould  be  worth  all  the  paflils 
and  comfits  in  the  world. 

It  wa^  now  known  through  the  chan- 
nel of  the  periodical  publications  that  the 
queen  of  Minutia  was  ready  to  lie  in, 
and  that  all  the  Fairies  were  fummoned 
to  attend  the  groaning.  The  queen  was 
delivered  of  a  daughter,  who  was,  as 
may  be  eafily  imagined,  a  miracle  of 
beauty,  and  named  Zirphilla.  Harpoona 
had  gone  to  the  court  of  Minutia  deter- 
mined to  afk  the  queen  to  be  entrufted 
with  the  education  of  her  daughter,  but 
the  fairy  Bonabella  had  anticipated  her, 
and  undertaken  to  educate  the  princefs. 

Bonabella  was  the  declared  patronefs 

of  the  kingdom  of  Minutia.     She  was 

not  more  than  two  feet  and  a  half  high  ; 

but  her  little  figure  united  every  charm 

lo  and 
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and  grace  imaginable.  Her  only  fault 
was  extreme  vivacity;  her  wit  feemed 
to  feel  itfelf  too  confirifed  in  fo  little  a 
body  :  ever  th'nking  and  ever  in  adion, 
her  penetration  often  carried  her  beyond 
objeds,  and  prevented  her  difcerning 
more  accurately  than  thofe  who  could 
not  reach  them.  Her  piercing  eye  and 
quick  ftep  pi£tured  the  qualities  of 
her  mind.  In  order  to  remedy  this 
excefs  of  livelinefs,  which  fools  ftrive  to 
imitate,  and  which,  to  confole  themfelvej 
for  failing  in  their  attempt,  they  call  gid- 
dinefs,  the  council  of  the  Fairies  had  made 
Bonabella  a  prelent  of  a  pair  of  enchanted 
fpedacles  and  a  crutch.  The  virtue  oi 
the  fpeclacles  ccDnfifted  in  weakening  the 
fight,  and  thcreDy  moderating  the  viva- 
city of  the  mind  by  the  connexion  of 
the  foul  and  body.  This  firft  gave  rife 
to  the  invention  of  fpedtacles ;  which 
have  been  fmce  put  to  a  ufe  diredly 
G  4  oppofjte  y 
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oppofite  ;  and  thus  it  is  that  every  thing 
is  abufed.  But  what  proves  how  much 
fpedacles  hurt  the  mind  is  that  we  fee 
old  guardians  every  day  deceived  by 
young  unexperienced  lovers,  and  no  fault 
can  be  found  but  with  the  fpedacles. 
As  to  the  crutch,  it  ferved  to  render 
Bonabella's  walk  more  (leady,  by  ilacken- 
ing  her  pace.  However,  fhe  made  no 
ufe  of  the  prefent  of  the  Fairies  but  in 
managing  delicate  points :  fhe  was,  be- 
fides,  the  beft  creature  alive ;  an  open 
foul  and  a  tender  heart  uniting  with  her 
vivacity  rendered  her  adorable. 

The  Fairies  who  met  at  the  birth  of 
the  princefs  now  thought  of  endowing 
Jier,  according  to  cuflom  ;  and,  like  true 
women,  began  their  gifts  with  beauty, 
graces,  and  every  external  charm  ;  when 
Harpoona,  whofe  malice  was  more  vigi- 
lant than  the  benevolence  of  the  others, 
grumbled   betweea    her  teeth :    "  Yes, 

"  ye?. 


THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT.  129 

*^  yes,  your  gifts  are  all  in  vain :  you 


<c 


will  never  make  any  thing   more  of 
"  her  than  a  pretty  fool,  I  warrant  you  j, 
*^  for  I  beftow  upon  her  ftupidity   the 
'^  the  mofl  complete.'*    With  which  flie 
left  them.     The  Fairies  foon  became  fen- 
fible  of  their  negligence  ;  but  Bonabella, 
putting  on  her  fpeflacles,  declared  that 
fiiQ  would  fupply  by  education  the  child's 
deficiency    of  natural  genius.     To   this 
the  other  Fairies  added  that,  in  order  to 
remedy  in  part  an  evil  which  they  could 
not  abfolutely  remova^  the  princefs's  im- 
becility fhould  ceafe  the  moment  ihe  fek 
the  paffion  of  love.     The  woman  that 
needs  only  that  remedy  is  not  altogether 
hopelefs.     Bonabella,  taking  Zirphilla  in 
her  arms,  tranfported  her  to  her  palace, 
notwithftanding   all  the    fnares   of    the 
wicked  Fairy. 

Meanwhile  all  Harpoona^s  care  was 

to  give  her  pupil  the  worfl;  education  Ihe 

G  5  could 
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could  conceive,  in  order  to  fmother  his 
underftanding  by  a  vicious  cultivation. 
As  (he  hoped,  on  the  one  hand,  that 
flupidity  would  render  all  the  care  that 
might  be  taken  of  Zirphilla  unavailing, 
on  the  other  fhe  ordered  the  governors 
of  the  young  prince  to  fpeak  to  him  only 
about  ghofts,  goblins,  and  the  great 
beafl,  and  to  read  fairy  tales  to  him, 
to  fill  his  head  with  a  thoufand  non- 
fenfical  things.  What  the  Fairy  through 
jnaliee  then  invented,  has  through  folly 
been  preferved  to  our  days. 

As  the  prince  grew  older,  the  Fairy 
fent  every  where  for  mafters,  and  r.s  her 
wickednefs  knew  no  bounds,  fhe  ch^inged 
the  nature  of  their  teaching.  Sheen- 
gaged  a  celebrated  philofopher,  the  New- 
ton  or  Locke  of  that  time,  to  teach  the 
prince  riding  and  fencing  5  a  mufician, 
dancing -mafter,  and  lyric  poet,  to  in- 
ftruft  him  in  reafoning  j  and  fo  of  all 

the 
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the  reft.  They  agreed  to  this  malicious 
arrangement  of  their  talents  with  the 
lefs  difficulty,  that  mod  inftruclors  pique 
themfelves  particularly  on  knowledge  and 
ikill  out  of  their  profeflion.  What  a 
number  of  perfons  do  we  fee  who  appear 
to  have  had  fimilar  fteps  taken  in  their 
education  1 

With  fo  many  precautions,  Harpoona 
never  doubted  the  fuccefs  of  her  plan  ; 
however,  in  fpite  of  the  leflbns  of  all  his 
mafters.   Acajou  perfected  himfelf  in  all 
his  perfonal  exercifes :  it  is  true,  he  did 
not  acquire  any  ufeful  knowledge,  but 
then  error  gained  no  empire  over  his  mind» 
Happy  amends !     Next  to  good  leflbns, 
ridiculous  ones  are  the  moft  ufeful,  and 
thofe  of  the  mafters  of  Acajou  (liielded 
him  from  their  precepts.    He  grew  beau- 
tiful as  Love,  was  a  pidure  to  look  at^ 
and  all  his  graces  unfolded  themfelves. 
Hiupoona  flattered  herfelf  that  all  this 
G  6  was 
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was  expanding  for  her  :  let  her  continue 
to  flatter  herfelf,  and  let  us  fee  what 
happened. 

While  Harpoona  was  labouring  with 
all  her  might  to  make  a  fool  of  Acajou, 
the  fairy  Bonabella  almoft  loft  her  own 
wits  in,  ftriving  to  furnifii  Zirphilla  with 
fome.  The  court  of  the  little  Fairy  was 
the  refort  of  all  who  were  amiable  in  the 
kingdom  of  Minutia.  On  the  evenings 
that  ihe  gave  parties  nothing  could  equal 
the  brilliancy  of  the  converfation.  It 
did  not  confift  of  difcourfe  containing 
only  common  fenfe;  it  was  a  conftant 
flafhing  of  wit :  every  body  fpoke  5  none 
anfwered  to  the  point :  the  company 
underftocd  one  another  perfedly,  or  not 
at  ail,  which  among  brilliant  folks  comes 
to  the  fame  thing :  exaggeration  was  the 
favourite  and  faflnonable  figure  5  with- 
out lively  feelings  or  important  objeds 
the  language  appropriate  to  them  was 

always 
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always  ufed,  a  change  of  weather  was 
moft  dreadful^  the  effe£l  of  a  ribbon  or 
a  feather  was  exquifite,  and  In  the  fhades 
of  the  fame  colour  a  world  of  difference 
was -to  be  found  :  overftrained  exprel^ 
fions  were  exhaufted  on  trifles,  fo  that 
if  by  chance  fome  violent  paiiion  took 
pofleflion  of  the  mind  the  perfon  who 
felt  it  had  no  words  to  diftinguifh  it, 
and  was  reduced  to  filence,  which  gave 
occafion  to  the  proverb — the  great  paf 
ftons  are  dumb. 

Bonabella  did  not  doubt  that  the  edu- 
cation Zirphilla  received  at  her  court 
would  in  the  end  triumph  over  her  flupi- 
dity,  but  the  charm  was  very  powerful  i 
ihe  grew  daily  more  and  more  beautiful, 
and  more  and  more  foolifh.  Sha> dreamed 
inftead  of  thinking,  and  never  opened 
her  lips  but  to  fpeak  nonfenfe.  Though 
men  are  not  very  difficult  as  to  the  con- 
verfation  of  a  pretty  woman,  and  always 

think 
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think  fhe  fpeaks  like  an  angel,  they  could 
praife  her  only  for  her  beauty,  and  the 
poor  girl  quite  abafhed  received  their 
encomiums  as  a  favour,  faying  that  they 
did  her  much  honour.  This,  however, 
was  not  their  object,  they  laughed  at  her 
fimplicity,  and  fought  to  betray  her 
innocence. 

To  be  on  guard  againfl:  the  fnares  of 
vice  it  is  neceflary  to  know  lomething  of 
it.  Zirphilla  was  candour  itfelf,  and  can- 
dour is  not  the  fhield  of  virtue,  but  Bona- 
bella  carefully  watched  over  her  beloved 
ward.  She  placed  her  among  her  maids 
of  honour,  an  appointment  in  which 
vacancies  often  occurred  ;  mod  of  the 
ladies  quitting  it  after  a  fhort  trial ;  nor 
was  there  at  court  a  fituation  more  diffi- 
cult to  recruit.  Zirphilla  was  not  fpoiled 
by  example :  the  young  courtiers  paid 
their  attention  in  vain.  Too  great  a 
defire  of  appearing  amiable  often   pre- 

vented 
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vented  their  really  being  fo.  ZIrphilla 
was  little  afFefted  by  their  court,  for  all 
they  faid  appeared  to  her  folly  and  im- 
pertinence, Befides,  though  men  allow 
themfelves  to  be  governed  by  their  fenfes 
before  they  know  any  thing  of  the  heart, 
mod  women  require  to  be  loved,  and 
would  feldom  be  feduced  by  pleafure?, 
were  they  not  hurried  away  by  example. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  no  accidents  happened 
to  Zirphilla,  as,  for  greater  fecurity, 
Bonabella  fuffered  her  not  to  be  ap- 
proached by  any  man,  that  her  honour 
might  receive  no  injury,  nor  even  by 
feme  women,  that  her  innocence  might 
receive  no  taint. 

While  (he  lived  thus  at  the  Court  of 
Bonabella,  Acajou  was  paffing  a  tirefome 
exiflence  at  Harpoona's  palace.  He  was 
now  in  his  fiftd*en^h  year:  his  under- 
ftanding  ferved  only  to  convince  him 
that  he  was  not  born  to  live  in  the  ftate 

in 
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in  which  he  found  himfelf.  He  begaa 
to  form  wlflies  which,  having  no  deter- 
mined objedl,  fought  one  every  where  ; 
and  he  already  felt  that  he  had  a  heart 
to  beftow.  He  became  fubjed  to  a 
pleafing  kind  of  melancholy,  which  he 
fought  to  cherifh  in  folitude,  though  at 
the  iame  time  he  fighed  for  fome  one  to 
diiTipate  his  heavinefs.  He  retired  to 
the  remotefl  parts  of  the  grounds,  where 
he  endeavoured  but  with  little  fuccefs 
to  clear  his  ideas  of  the  cloud  which 
enveloped  them. 

Harpoona  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  Acajou's  diforder,  flattered  her- 
felf  that  he  would  ere  long  look  to  her 
for  relief;  but  was  chagrined  to  fee  that 
the  carefles  flie  lavilhed  on  him  only  dif- 
guRed  him,  and  put  him  out  of  humour. 
Carefies  fpontaneoully  pffered  rarely  fuc- 
ceed,  and  more  rarely  flill  are  they  qf- 
fered  when  they  are  worth  feeking. 

Harpoona 
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Harpoona  was  now  In  defpair.  It  had 
been  determined  by  the  council  of  Fairies 
that  the  prince  fhoulJ  remain  in  her 
hands  only  till  the  age  of  feventeen  years, 
after  which  (he  fhould  have  no  power 
over  him.  The  kings  of  Acacia  and 
Minutia  were  impatiently  waiting  that 
happy  moment  to  unite  their  States  by 
the  marriage  of  their  children. 

The  genius  Podagrambo  was  no  fooner 
apprized  of  this  defign,  than  he  fwore 
that  it  fliould  never  take  place.  He 
ordered  a  fuperb  equipage,  and  repaired 
to  the  court  of  Bonabella,  where  he  was 
received  with  that  kind  of  polirenefs  with 
which  it  is  a  rule  to  treat  the  great,  but 
which  implies  no  contrad  of  efteem. 

Not  to  lofe  time  in  fupeifluous  com- 
pliments, he  immediately  declared  his 
fentiments  to  Zirphilla,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  paflion  (he  had  infpired  him  with. 
The  young  princefs,  who  had  not  learned 

to 
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to  diflemble,  did  not  make  him  long  lanff 
guifh,  but  frankly  declared  the  repug- 
nance (he  felt  to  him.  He  was  extremely 
furprifed  ai  it,  but,  inflead  of  defpond- 
ing,  he  undertook  to  conquer  her  heart, 
in  order  to  obtain  her  hand.  Accord- 
ingly, he  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
ftudy  all  the  means  of  pleafmg  :  unfor- 
tunately, they  are  not  to  be  acquired  by 
ftudy.  He  tried  to  imitate  the  beaux 
of  the  court ;  but  what  only  made  them 
ridiculous  rendered  him  difgufting.  There 
are  abfurdities  which  do  not  fuit  all  kinds 
of  vifages,  and  there  are  fome  not  incom- 
patible with  the  graces  :  Podagrambo  had 
no  pretenfions  to  the  latter  j  the  more 
he  attempted  to  play  the  coxcomb,  the 
more  he  evinced  he  was  but  a  blockhead. 
At  length,  for  I  hate  long  flories,  after 
wearying  the  court  with  his  follies,  and 
Zirphilla  ft  ill  more  with  his  impertinent 
nonfenfe,   he  was  no   further  advanced 

thaa 
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than  on  the  firft  day :  lie  was  thought 
to  be  the  moft  infipid  Genius  ever  feen  ; 
an  opinion  repeated  from  the  apartments 
to  the  outer  hall. 

Podagrambo  began  to  fufpecl  that  he 
was  the  talk  of  the  whole  Court.  This, 
however,  was  not  owing  to  penetration, 
but  to  a  habit  common  enough  among 
fools,  of  thinking  extremely  v/ell  of  them- 
felves,  yet  fufpecting  that  others  talk  ill 
of  them.  In  his  palTion  he  returned 
home  to  meditate  fome  fignal  vengeance, 
and  to  concert  with  Harpoona  the  means 
of  carrying  off  the  princefs.  Bonabella, 
having  forefeen  the  defigns  which  might 
be  formed  againft  her  dear  Zirphilla,  had 
given  her  a  fcarf,  the  charm  of  which 
was  fuch  that  fhe  who  wore  it  need  fear 
no  violence. 

While  poor  Acajou  was  unable  to 
(bake  off  the  melancholy  that  confumed 
him,  Zirphilla  laboured  under  a  fimilar 

malady,. 
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malady.  They  often  walked  out  alone  ; 
and  when  chance  led  them,  on  their  re- 
fpedive  fides,  near  to  the  palifade  which 
feparated  the  gardens  of  the  two  Fairies, 
they  felt  themfeives  attraOed  by  an  un- 
known force,  and  flopped  by  a  fecret 
charm.  They  refledled  on  the  pleafure 
they  enjoyed  in  that  fpot,  the  moft  neg- 
ledled  one  on  either  fide ;  they  went  there 
every  day,  and  the  night  could  fcarcely 
tear  them  from  it. 

One  day  when  the  prince  was  buried 
in  thought  near  this  palifade,  a  figh 
efcaped  him  :  the  young  princefs,  who 
was  on  the  other  fide  in  a  fimilar  ftate, 
heard  it.  AffeQed  by  it  (he  colleded 
all  her  attention,  and  liftened.  Acajou 
fighed  again.  Zirphilla,  who  had  never 
comprehended  any  of  the  fine  things  that 
had  been  faid  to  her,  underftood  this 
figh  with  admirable  penetration,  and  di- 
redly  anfwered  it  with  another. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  two  lovers,  for  fuch  they  were 
from  that  moment,  mutually  underftood 
each  other.  The  language  of  the  heart  is 
univerfal ;  it  requires  only  fenfibility  to 
underfland  and  to  fpeak  it.  Love  at  the 
inftint  Hiot  a  flaming  arrovi^  into  their 
hearts,  and  a  ray  of  light  into  their 
minds.  The  young  lovers  having  heard, 
endeavoured  to  get  a  fight  of  each  other 
to  come  to  a  better  underftanding.  They 
went  forward,  looked  about,  and  putting 
afide  the  boughs  of  the  fhrubs  faw  each 
other.  Heavens  1  what  tranfports !  They 
remained  for  fome  time  immoveable, 
then  trembled  at  the  novelty  of  the  plea- 
fure  they  experienced.  They  took  eal:h 
other  by  the  hand,  and  after  a  few  words 
Hammered  out,  gazed  in  filence.  They 
foon,  iiowever,  found  their  tongues,  and 
aiked  a  thoufand  queftions  without  giv- 
ing or  waiting  a  full  anfwer  :  they  were, 
however,  perfectly  fatisfied  with  what  was 

Vaid 
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faid  on  both  fides,  and  had  their  doubts 
cleared  up  :  they,  at  lead,  underftood 
that  without  knowing  it  they  had  wiQied 
for  this  meeting,  that  they  had  found 
what  they  wanted,  and  that  they  fufficed 
for  each  other.  Acajou,  who  had  never 
feen  any  other  than  Harpoona,  felt  him- 
felf  tranfported  into  a  new  world  ;  and 
Zirphilla,  who  had  not  paid  the  flighted 
attention  to  the  men  at  Court,  thought 
(he  beheld  a  new  being.  Acajou  kifled 
the  hand  of  Zirphilla.  The  poor  child, 
who  did  not  think  that  (he  was  granting 
a  favour,  far  lefs  committing  a  fault, 
allowed  him  to  do  as  he  pleafed.  Acajou, 
whofe  intentions  were  too  good  to  fup- 
pofe  that  carefTes  could  offend  any  body, 
redoubled  his,  and  Zirphilla  returned 
them  very  freely  :  not  having  the  lead 
idea  of  vice,  Ihe  could  have  non^  oif 
Ihame. 

Thefe  amiable  children  were  fo  intoxi- 

cated 
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cated  with  their  happinefs,  that  they 
forgot  every  thing  elfe  and  never  thought 
of  parting.  But  as  they  were  much 
later  than  ufual  in  returning  from  their 
walk,  Harpoona  and  Bonabella  went  out 
to  look  for  them,  calling  each  on  her 
fide.  Our  lovers,  frightened  at  their 
voices,  parted  reluctantly  ;  but  the  hope 
of  returning  to  enjoy  the  fame  pleafures 
made  them  retire,  dreading  that  their 
meeting  would  be  prevented  if  it  were 
fufpedled.  Love,  bold  in  its  defires,  is 
timid  in  its  pleafures. 

The  image  of  Zirphilla,  engraven  on 
the  heart  of  Acajou,  rendered  Harpoona 
more  horrible  to  his  fight  than  ever.  As 
to  Zirphilla,  though  (he  was  obliged  to 
fufpend  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Acajou, 
that  which  (he  had  juft  enjoyed  gave  new 
kftre  to  her  beauty,  and  fpread  an  air 
of  fatisfadion  over  all  her  perfon,  Plea- 
fure  embelhfhes,    and   love  enlightens- 

Nothing 
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Nothing  could  equal  the  furprife  occa* 
fioned  throughout  the  Court  by  Zir- 
philla's  wit.  It  happened  that  very  eve- 
ning that  Bonabella  had  a  very  great 
rout,  where  an  attempt  was  rxiade  to 
play  off  thofe  jokes,  fo  common  among 
the  half-witted,  who  delight  to  fhow 
their  fuperiority  over  others  a  little  more 
foolifh  than  themfelves  :  poor  Zirphilla 
had  been  frequently  made  the  butt  of 
them.  She,  from  that  night,  replied  to 
them  fo  aptly,  fo  neatly,  and  at  the  fam.e 
time  with  fuch  good  humour,  that  the  jell- 
ing ladies  (for  ladies  they  furely  were)  were 
aftonifhed  at  the  good  fenfe  of  her  re- 
plies, and  mortified  with  the  very  looks 
tfiat  accompanied  them  ;  the  men  were 
charmed,  and  applauded  j  Bonabella  wept 
for  joy,  and  the  ladies  coloured  with 
pailion.  They  had  before  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  pardon  the  beauty  of  Zirphilla 
when   balanced  by  her  flupidity  j   but 

there 
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'there  was  no  longer  any  fafety  in  that^ 
and  fhe  had  no  other  refource  than  to  be 
wicked ;  a  quality  which  often  compels 
one  to  refped  what  one  cannot  but  hate» 
The  little  princefs  was  too  well  born  to 
adopt  means  fo  vile. 

However,  the  young  lovers  had  pro- 
fited too  much  by  the  firft  leflbn  of  Love 
not  to  return  to  his  fchool.  What  hap* 
pinefs  to  gain  inllru^ion  by  pleafure! 

Lovers,  like  robbers,  take  at  firft  fu- 
perfluous  precautions,  which  they  gradu- 
ally neglect,  then  forget  neceffary  ones, 
and  are  caught :  this  precifely  happened 
to  our  imprudent  young  people,  who 
were  furprifed  by  the  Genius.  Fools 
exift  only  on  the  errors  of  the  fenfible^ 
One  evening  he  perceived  thefe  young 
lovers  taking  leave,  which  fired  him  with 
rage  ;  but  as  it  was  one  of  his  maxims 
never  to  do  any  thing  without  taking 
advice,  though  he  always  afterwards  a<5led 

VOL.  III.  H  according 
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according  to  his  opinion,  he  refolvcd  to 
confult  Harpoona,  The  wicked  Fairy  on 
learning  this  news  threw  herfelf  into  the 
moft  violent  pafTion,  and  the  Genius  af- 
fured  her  that  there  was  no  other  way 
of  revenging  herfelf  than  by  carrying  off 
the  princefs. 

Though  the  Fairy  was  as  enraged  as 
"himfelf^  fhe  ft  ill  preferred  keeping  her 
rival  at  a  diflance  to  feeing  her  in  the 
fame  place  with  her  lover  ;  (he  therefore 
concealed  her  uneafinefs,  and  told  the 
fcenius  that  it  behoved  him  to  undertake 
that  enterprife,  flattering  herfelf  that  he 
would  never  have  feafe  enough  to  carry 
it  into  execution. 

Early  in  the  morning  Podagrambo  hid 
himfelf  behind  a  tree,  near  the  palifade, 
where  the  lovers  were  to  meet.  Acajou's 
mafters  were  ordered  to  prolong  their 
lefTons,  that  he  might  not  be  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  before  the  princefs. 

Acajou, 


THE  KNIGHTS  ERkANT.        147 

Acajou,  who  was  naturally  of  a  mild 
difpofition,  was,  for  the  firfl:  time,  out 
of  temper  :  equanimity  and  paflion  are 
incompatible.  While  he  was  fretting, 
the  tender  Zirphilla  went  to  the  pallfade, 
and  was  uneafy  at  not  finding  her  lover 
there,  as  he  ufually  came  before  her. 
She  looked  every  where,  and  at  laft  ven- 
tured into  Harpoona*s  grounds,  where 
fhe  pafTed  clofe  by  the  Genius.  At  fight 
of  him  fhe  was  feized  with  terror,  and 
attempted  to  fly,  but  with  fuch  little 
tauiion  that  fhe  left  her  fcarf  hanging  on 
the  branch  of  a  tree  which  had  caught  it. 
The  Genius  feized  her  inflantly  by  the 
gown  :  *^  Ah,  ah  !'*  cried  he,  "  my 
"  pretty  innocent,  you  come  here  ia 
*'  fearch  of  a  marmoufet,  and  was  it  for 
<«  him  you  left  me?"  Poor  Zirphilla 
finding  herfelf  betrayed  even  by  her  fear, 
through  which  (lie  had  loft  her  fcarf, 
had  recourfe  to  diflimulation.  She  had 
H  2  never 
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never  been  fo  clever  before  (he  was  ia 
Jove. 

Though  Zlrphilla  was  candour  itfelf, 
flie  undertook  to  deceive  the  Genius. 
^'  I  anVaftonifhed/'  faid  ihe,  "  that  you 
"  afcribe  to  love  a  mere  effed  of  my 
-^^  curiofity,  for  curiofity  it  was  that 
"  brought  me  into  this  place  ;  nor  am 
*'  I  lefs  furprifed  that  you  Ihould  have 
"  recourfe  to  violence,  you  who  may 
*^  expe£l  every  thing  from  your  birth, 
**  and  more  dill  from  your  love. 

The  Genius  foftened  a  little  at  this 
^flattering  addrefs  ;  but  though  the  prin- 
cefs  advifed  him  to  hope  every  thing 
from  his  merit,  and  though  he  was  fully 
perfuaded  of  that  merit,  he  would  not 
let  her  go.  "If  your  heart,"  replied  he, 
*'  be  fo  much  interefted  for  me,  you 
^'  ought  not  to  be  averfe  to  come  to  my 
'''  palace.  AH  thofe  difficulties  of  vulgar 
**  lovers  are  frivolous  formalities,  which 

"  only 
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'^  only  delay  happinefs  without  heighten- 
*'  ing  it.'*—"  True,"  faid  ZirphlUa,  "and 
"  I  am  ready  to  accompany  you :  as  a 
**  proof  of  my  fmcerity,  I  beg  to  take 
"  my  fcarf  with  me>  that  we  may  leave 
"  behind  us  no  evidence  of  my  flight 
*'  and  your  compulfion."  The  Genius 
was  ready  to  expire  with  pleafure  and 
admiration  at  Zirphilla's  prefence  of 
mind. 

**  Now/'  cried  he,  *'  it  mufl  be  al- 
**  lowed  that  love  gives  women  a  great 
"  deal  of  wit ;  for,  as  to  me,  I  (hould 
*V  never  have  thought  of  this,  and  I  was 
**  going  away  like  a  fool,"  Saying  this 
be  dlfengaged  the  fcarf  from  the  bough 
by  which  it  had  been  caught,  and  re- 
flored  it  to  the  princefs,  at  the  fame  time 
kiiling  her  hand  :  but  fhe  having  nothing 
more  to  fear,  repulfed  him  with  con- 
tempt :  "  Off,  traitor  !"  cried  ihe,  '*  or 
*'  fear  the  anger  of  the  Fairies  j  this  fcarf 
H  3  "is 


150        THE  ICNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

**  k  to  me  the  pledge  of  their  protec* 
"  tion/'  As  file  fald  this  (he  went 
away,  leaving  the  Genius  confounded, 
and  held  back  by  a  force  to  which  he 
felt  that  his  power  was  obliged  to  yield. 
He  now  had  it  in  his  power  to  admire 
more  than  he  had  done  Zirphilla's  pre- 
fenceofmind  ;  but  no  doubt  his  thoughts 
were  otherwife  engaged.  After  remain- 
ing fome  time  immovable,  he  retired 
abafhed  and  in  defpair  to  feek  Harpoona, 
and  related  to  her  by  what  charm  his 
power  had  been  rendered  ufelefs. 

If  the  Fairy  was  vexed  at  hearing  of  the 
virtue  of  the  fcarf,  fhe  was  a  little  con- 
foled  for  it  by  the  failure  of  the  Genius's 
enterprize.  She  concealed  from  him, 
.however,  the  difference  in  their  interefls  j 
and,  as  thefe  comforters  are  never  more 
eloquent  than  when  under  no  afflidion 
themfelves,  fhe  confoled  him  by  pro- 
mifing  to  deftroy  the  enchantment  of 

the 
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the  fcarf,  aad  to  make  him  mafter  of  the 
princefs. 

The  Fairy  lutle  knew  the  misfortune 
which  threatened  herfelf.  While  (he  was 
confuhing  with  the  Genius  on  the  means 
of  re-eflablifhing  their  power.  Acajou 
had  haftened  to  the  palifade  :  after  wait- 
ing fome  time  for  Zirphilla,  his  impa- 
patience  carried  him  into  Bonabella's 
grounds,  and  divided  between  dread  and 
defire,  he  had  imperceptibly  walked  up 
to  the  very  palace. 

The  news  of  his  arrival  was  foon  fpread. 
Bonabella  went  to  meet  him,  followed 
by  her  whole  court.  Acajou  went  up 
refpeiflfully  to  the  little  Fairy,  and  kifled 
the  hem  of  her  garment.  As  foon  as 
his  eyes  and  Zirphilla's  met^  they  ran  up 
to  each  other,  nor  were  they  prevented 
by  the  prefence  of  the  whole  Court  from 
giving  reciprocally  the  livelieft  teftimonies 
H  4  of 


152'        THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

of  the  pleafure  they  feh  m  feeing  e^ch 
other  again.  Zirphilla  ingenuoufly  re- 
lated the  danger  (he  had  run :  and  for 
which  the  prince  had  become  the  dearer 
to  her.  The  more  a  v/oman  has  hazarded, 
the  more  fhe  is  ready  to  Sacrifice.  Bona* 
bella,  naturally  indulgent^  was  not  over* 
fcrupulous  in  examining  what  there 
might  be  irregular  in  the  condud  of  the. 
young  lovers,  it  fufticed  that  Fortune: 
had  done  all  for  the  bed. 

Harpoona  on  being  informed  of  the- 
flight  of  Acajou  fell  into  a  mod  horrible 
paffion,  and  flew  to  demand  his  being 
delivered  up  tCK  her  ;  but  happily  for 
him,  he  had  that  very  day  attained  hi& 
feventeenth  year,  when  he  was  by  the  de- 
cree of  the  Fairies  freed  from  the  power 
of  Harpoona.  She  was  fo  enraged  at 
this  that  flie  no  longer  felt  love,  a  palTion 
little  congenial  to  her  heart ;  and  now,, 
v     .  full 
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full  only  of  projects  of  vengeance,  (he 
fet  out  to  "pply  to  the  fairy  Jnvidiofa 
to  enter  into  a  league  with  her. 

I'he  feafts  and  rejoicings  occafioned 
by  the  arrival  of  Acajou  left  no  time  for 
thinking  of  Harpoona's  refentment.  , 

The  courtiers,  mofl  affiduous  to  pleafp, 
Zirphdla,  loif  all  their  pretenfions  on 
feeing  Acajou.  The  ladies  unceafingly 
admired  his  beauty,  and  became  all  the 
fecret  rivals  of  his  miftrefs.  Acajou  was 
fo  abforbed  by  his  love,  that  he  did  not 
even  perceive  the  batteries  that  were 
opened  upon  him  :  all  the  engines  of 
coquetry  were  direded  againfl:  him,  till, 
it  was  fully  afcertained  that  the  hearts 
of  thefe  lovers  were  completely  fhut  to 
any  love  but  that  which  they  mutually 
infpired,  when  it  was  generally  decided 
that  Zirphilla  was  become  even  more 
ftupid  fmce  fhe  loved  than  fhe  was  be- 
fore J  and  that  Acajou's  beauty  wanted 
H  5  exprcffion, 


154        THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

expreflion,  that  it  was  not  animated, 
that  their  love  was  as  ridiculous  as  novel 
at  Court,  and  was  not  calculated  to  pro. 
mote  fociety. 

Accordingly,  no  further  attention  was 
paid  to  them,  and  they  were  fo  much 
engrofled  with  each  other,  that  they  no 
more  perceived  the  ueghd:  than  they 
had  obferved  the  afliduities  of  the  court. 

Bonabella,  who  before  had  been  fo 
vigilant  over  the  condud  of  Zirphilla, 
while  expofed  to  the  temerity  of  the 
beaux  of  the  Court,  left  her  without  fear 
with  Acajou ;  for  (he  was  of  opinion, 
that  true  love  is  always  refpeclful,  and 
that  the  more  a  youth  loves  the  lefs  he 
d^res  attempt.  The  maxim  is  delicate, 
but  perhaps  not  absolutely  to  be  depended 
upon  ;  however,  in  the  prcfent  inftance, 
ir  loft  no  weight  by  the  event. 

The  marriage  of  the  lovers  now  only 
waited  for  the  kings  of  Acacia  and  Mi- 

7  nutia } 
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nutia  ;  their  ambaftadors  were  arrived, 
and  had  already  fettled  every  thing  :  the 
liveries  were  made  and  the  wedding 
clothes  finifhed,  for  which  the  laft  Paris 
fafhions  had  been  fent  for,  and  difplayed 
on  dolls  of  the  fize  of  Bonabella.  In  a 
word,  every  thing  material  was  ready, 
and  all  that  remained  was  to  regulate  the 
bufinefs  of  the  two  States,  and  the  inte- 
reAs  of  the  nations. 

Acajou  and  Zirphilla  never  left  one 
another  for  a  moment,  and  they  fre- 
quently, to  efcape  from  the  buftle  of  the 
Court,  paffed  days  in  the  mod  diftant 
groves  of  the  park,  where  they  enter- 
tained each  other  with  continually  faying 
thofe  nothings  fo  interefting  to  lovers, 
which  though  inceflantly  repeated,  are 
never  exhaufted,  and  are  always  new. 

One  day  as  they  were  enjoying  one  of 

thefe  innocent  and  delightful  converfa- 

tions,  the  heat  of  the  weather  induced 

H  6  ZirphilPa 
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Zirphllla  to  throw  off  her  fcarf  to  chat 
more  at  her  eafe.  Harpoona,  who  had 
made  herfelf  invifible  to  furprife  them, 
appeared  before  them  accompanied  by 
the  fairy  Invidiofa,  feated  on  a  car  drawn 
by  ferpents,  and  furrounded  by  a  prodi- 
gious quantity  of  hearts  pierced  with 
arrows,  which  were  fo  many  taHfmans, 
the  hearts  reprefenting  all  thofe  who  pay 
homage  to  envy,  and  the  arrows  the 
merit  which  caufes  the  torture  of  the 
envious. 

Harpoona  immediately  (truck  Zirphil- 
la  with  her  wand,  and  took  her  up  into 
a^  cloud,  at  the  very  moment  that  Acajoa 
was  kiffing  her  hand.  The  unhappy- 
prince  proftrated  himfelf  before  the  Fairy, 
befeeching  her  to  let  the  weight  of  her  ven- 
geance fall  only  upon  him,  and  to  fpare  the 
princefs :  he  addreffed  her  in  vain  with 
all  the  eloquence  that  love  and  genero- 
fity  infpire.      The  cruel  Fairy,  looking 

at 
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at  him  with  eyes  full  of  rage  :  "  Dare 
"  you,"  cried  fhe,  "  hope  any  favour 
*'  from  me  ?  My  heart  now  feels  only 
^^  hatred.  I  am  refolved  by  one  blow  to 
*.'  execute  my  vengeance  on  you,  and  on 
"  her  whom  you  love.  L  am  going  to 
"  bear  her  to  the  arms  of  your  rival, 
**'  whom  fhe  detefts." 

At  thefe  words,  the  car  flew  through 
the  air,  leaving  Acajou  in  the  deeped 
defpair. 

Bonabella  was  foon  informed  by  her 
fkill  in  fairy  fcieuce  of  what  had  hap- 
pened ;  but  it  is  the  misfortune  of  thofe 
people  who  know  every  thing  never  to 
forefee  any  thing.  She  immediately  went 
in  quefl  of  the  prince,  whom  fhe  found 
bathing  Zirphiila's  fcarf  with  his  tears. 
The  httle  fairy  faid  every  fhe  could  to 
confole  him,  but  without  ever  being  able 
to  make  him  hear  her.  Having  led  him 
back  to  the  palace,  ahnofl  againlt  his 

will 


158  THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

Will,  die  fhut  herfelf  up  in  her  cabinet, 
put  on  her  fpedacles,  and  confulted  her 
great  books  to  know  what  (he  fiiould  do 
in  this  misfortune. 

The  whole  court  reafoned  differently 
on  the  fubje6l :  fome  fpoke  a  great  deal 
but  cared  little  about  it ;  others  without 
faying  any  thing  felt  more  upon  the  oc- 
cafion.  The  ladies  particularly  were  not 
much  affeded  by  the  lofs  of  Zirphilla, 
and  feveral  of  them  flattered  themfelves 
that  they  fhould  be  able  to  confole  the 
prince. 

All  were  experiencing  that  firft  buftl^ 
created  by  a  new  Court  report,  during 
which  every  body  fpeaks  without  know- 
ing on  what,  when  circumftances  are  given 
in  detail  for  want  of  the  fa6l  itfelf,  and 
when  fo  many  words  pafs  and  fo  few  things 
are  faid,  when  Bonabella  herfelf  flew  in 
among  them,  and  with  great  delight  in- 
formed them  that  Zirphilla  might  eafily  be 

refcued 
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refcued  from  the  hands  of  the  Genius : 
on  which  every  one  became  eager  to 
know  what  m^ans  were  to  be  employed, 
"  Liften/*  faid  the  Httle  Fairy  :  "  I  have 
"  difcovered  that  all  the  power  of  Po- 
"  dagrambo  and  Harpoona  depends 
*'  upon  an  enchanted  vafe,  which  they 
**  have  in  a  fecret  place  in  their  palace ; 
*'  it  is  guarded  by  an  under-genius 
"  transformed  to  a  cat.  It  requires  no 
"  great  efforts  to  get  pofleflion  of  it — all 
"  that  is  wanted  is,  that  the  enterprise 
*'  be  undertaken  by  a  woman  of  unble- 
"  miihed  honour,  for  which  we  can  be 
**  at  no  lofs.  She  will  meet  with  no 
•*  difficulty ;  but  any  one  of  a  different 
*'  charader  would  be  foiled  in  the  at- 
•'  tempt." 

"  What  a  happy  difcovery  !''  exclaim- 
ed a  fop  :  "  I  die  to  congratulate  prince 
'^  Acajou    upon    it.''  —  "  Hold    your 

tongue/'  replied  the  Fairy,  "  you  are 

a  rat- 
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<'  a  rattle  I  if  a  fenfible  nrdA  w...  ^ 
"  wanted,  you  would  not  be  chofcii.'  — 
"  I  am  not  joking,"  replied  the  y  ung 
coxcomb,  in  an  ironical  ton.',  "  I  am 
**  really  afraid  here  of  an  emulation  ia 
*'  virtue  that  may  turn  to  a  civil  war."— 
**  I  forefaw  that  diiUcuity,"  replied  Bo- 
nabella,  ^'  therefore  to  remove  all  ground 
'^  of  jealoufy,  I  determine  to  caft  lots." 
This  was  immediately  done,  and  the 
name  drawn  was  that  of  Armina. 

She  was  a  young  creature,  rather 
pretty  than  handfome,  lively,  wild,  a 
great  coquet,  free  in  her  language,  not 
very  circumfped  in  her  condu6l,  conti- 
nually ogling,  and  for  ever  followed  by 
a  crowd  oi  young  men. 

Armina  heard  her  name  called,  without 
appearing  either  prouder  or  more  embar- 
raffed  than  ufual ;  but  a  certain  murmur 
ran  round,  which  did  not  feem  to  be  a 
very  decided  appiaufe  5  from  which  Bo- 

nabella 
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nabella  drew  no  favourable  omen  of 
fuccefs :  flie  therefore  appointed  Zobeida 
to  accompany  Armina,  as  two  virtues 
are  better  than  one.  Zobeida  was  a  little 
older  and  handfomer  than  her  compa- 
nion, and  was  a  prodigy  of  virtue  and  ri- 
gour :  it  was  even  faid  that  fhe  was  fo 
very  ftrid:  in  her  own  conduct,  only  to 
have  a  right  to  tear  all  other  women  to 
pieces  unmercifully.  Oh !  charming  pri* 
vilege  of  virtue ! 

Be  that  as  it  may,  they  both  fet  out, 
and  repaired  according  to  their  inftruc- 
tions,  to  a  little  building  feparated  from 
Harpoona's  palace.  Armina,  ever  lively, 
walked  foremoft.  They  found  no  ob- 
ftacle,  but  paifed  through  feveral  doors, 
which  opened  of  themfelves.  At  length 
they  came  to  room  where  they  perceived 
-  on  a  marble  llab,  a  vafe  of  no  very  ho- 
nourable form  ;  indeed  it  was  not  unlike 
»  certain  utsnfil   devoted   to  bafe  ufes. 

I  am 
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I  am  forry  truth  admits  no  nobler  image 
of  comparifon.  The  ladies  could  never 
have  imagined  this  the  treafure  which 
they  were  in  fearch  of,  had  not  Bona- 
bella  defcribed  it  to  them. 

Though  the  fhape  of  the  vafe  was  vile, 
its  virtue  was  admirable  ;  it  delivered 
oracles,  and  reafoned  on  every  thing  like 
a  philofopher,  whence  it  was  great  praife 
to  be  compared  to  it  for  reafoning. 

Armina  and  Zobeida  found  likewife 
ihe  cat  which  had  been  mentioned  to 
them.  As  they  ftooped  to  carefs  him» 
he  fcratched  Zobeida,  but  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  be  ftroked  by  Armina ;  he  drew 
in  his  claws,  put  up  his  back,  and  (hook 
his  tail  in  the  moft  gallant  manner. 

Armina,  charmed  with  fo  happy  a 
beginning,  took  up  the  vafe,  and  was 
carrying  it  away,  when  Zobeida  thought 
proper  to  place  her  hand  upon  it.  She  no 
fooner  touched  it  than  there  arofe  from 

it 
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it  a  thick  fmoke  which  filled  the  room ; 
and  a  dreadful  noife  was  heard.  Armina 
was  feized  with  terror,  (he  let  the  vafe 
fall  on  the  flab  from  whence  fhe  had 
taken  it,  and  at  the  fame  inflant  the  Ge- 
nius and  Harpoona  appeared.  They 
feized  Armina  and  Zobeida,  and  ihut 
them  up  in  a  dark  tower. 

Bonabella  was  foon  informed,  as  ufual, 
of  the  failure  of  the  enterprife.  She 
looked  for  the  reafon,  and  informed  the 
whole  Court  that  Armina,  with  all  her 
coquetry,  was  virtuous ;  whereas  Zobeida 
had  an  obfcure  gallant,  at  the  very  time 
fhe  wearied  every  body  with  the  oftenta- 
tion  of  her  pretended  purity. 

Bonabella  Hkewife  declared,  that  as 
die  vafe  was  cracked  when  Armina  let 
it  fall  upon  the  flab,  the  power  of  the 
Genius,  without  being  totally  dedroyed, 
was  at  lead  very  much  weakened  by  the 
accident. 

Acajou 
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Acajou  now  liflening  only  to  his 
defpair,  vowed  to  revenge  himfelf  upon 
the  Genius's  enchanted  vafe,  by  break- 
ing every  veflfel  like  it  that  he  could 
find,  and  immediately  began  with  all 
thofe  in  the  palace,  making  a  dreadful 
deftrudion  :  in  confequence  of  which  the 
fcandal  became  fo  great,  that  Bonabella 
tried  to  convince  him  of  the  folly  of  his 
paffion  againft  fo  many  innocent  vafes  j. 
but  (he  could  never  pacify  him. 

In  this  embarraffment  fhe  had  recourfc 
to  the  council  of  Fairies.  The  bufmefs 
appeared  very  important,  and  it  was  de- 
creed, that,  as  the  power  of  the  Genius 
was  weakened^  he  could  not  keep  Zir- 
philla's  whole  perfon  ;  and  that,  without 
loHng  her  life,  her  head  fhould  be  fepa- 
rated  from  her  body,  and  tranfported  to 
the  country  of  Ideas,  till  it  fhould  be  re- 
united with  the  body  by  him  who  fhould 
be  able  to  go  to  that  country,  and  break 

the 
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the  enchantment.  Bonabella  reprefeiit- 
ed  that  it  would  be  fafer  to  leave  the 
head  than  the  bndy  of  the  priiicefs  in  the 
power  of  the  Genius,  for  fear  that  he 
might  be  able,  while  her  head  was  lofl-, 
to  make  her  love  him,  and  marry  him  at 
once.  The  Fairies  took  this  difficulty 
into  confideration,  and  ordered  that  the 
body  (hould  remain  conftantiy  enveloped 
in  a  brifk  flame  that  might  prevent  any 
one  approaching  it,  him  excepted  who 
fhould  be  mailer 'of  the  head.  The  de- 
cree of  the  Fairies  was  executed  as  foon 
as  enabled.  The  Genius  undertook  thfe 
adventure,  without  ever  being  able  to 
approach  the  country  of  Ideas.  There 
madmen  eafily  get  in,  but  fools  never. 
As  for  Acajou,  who  was  diftradledly  in 
love,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  the 
way  in. 

The  country  of  Ideas  is  a  very  (ingular 

one,  and  the  form  of  its  government  is 

8  like 
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like  no  other.  There  are  no  fubjeds  in 
it,  every  one  is  king,  and  reigns  indivi- 
dually over  the  whole  ftate,  without 
ufurping  any  power  over  the  others, 
which  are  no  lefs  abfolute.  Among  fo 
many  kings  no  jealoufy  is  known,  they 
only  wear  their  crown  in  a  different  way. 
Their  ambition  is  to  offer  it  to  every 
body,  and  to  be  ready  to  (hare  it :  in 
this  manner  it  is  that  they  make  con- 
quefts. 

The  limits  of  fo  many  kingdoms  in- 
cluded in  one  are  not  fixed ;  each  ex- 
tends or  contrails  them  according  to  his 
pleafure. 

Acajou  knew  that  be  was  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ideas,  by  the  multitude  of  heads 
which  he  met  in  his  way  :  they  came 
eagerly  to  meet  him,  and  fpoke  at  once  in 
all  kinds  of  languages,  and  in  different 
tones.  He  looked  round  for  Zirphilla's 
head,  but  did  not  fee  it.     He  met  heads 

which 
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which  after  bearing  adverfity,  were  loft 
in  profpcrity  ;    fome  by  fortune,  others 
by  dignities.     He  found  heads  of  pro- 
digals, many  of  mifers,  and  a  great  num- 
ber loft  in  war ;  fome  author's  heads  loft 
by  fuccefs,  others  by  failures  ;  feveral  by 
the  appearance  of  fuccefs,   and  a  multi- 
tude by  envy  and  chagrin  at  the  fuccefs 
of  their  rivals.     Acajou  found  an  infinite 
number  of  heads  loft  incognitOy  the  names 
of  which  he  would  never  mention,  and 
which  I  cannot  guefs.      What  heads  of 
philofophers,  orators,  chymifts,  &c.  &c.  I 
How  many  loft  by  caprice,  by  indifcre- 
tion,   and  alternately  by  iibertinifm  and 
^fiiperftition  !     Some  excited  compaffion ; 
others  he  brufhed  afide  as  troublefome, 
and  he  fpurned  with  his  feet  all  thofe  loft 
by  envy. 

To  find  Zirphilla,  Acajou  looked  for 
the  heads  which  he  was  told  were  loft  by 
love  J  but  when  he  examined  them  clofe 

he 
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he  found  only  the  heads  of  coquets,  and 
of  fuch  as  were  jealous  without  love. 
The  prince,  tired  of  fearching,  difcou- 
raged  by  failure,  and  fick  of  the  flupid 
things  he  heard,  retired  to  a  grove  to 
efcape  from  the  multitude  of  diftraded 
heads  by  which  he  w^as  affailed.  He 
threw  himfelf  along  upon  the  grafs,  re- 
flecting on  his  misfortune.  As  he  caft 
his  eyes  around  he  perceived  trees  loaded 
with  fruit.  Being  very  faint,  he  felt  a 
defire  to  eat  a  pear,  and  plucked  one ; 
'but  fcarcely  had  he  touched  the  peel  with 
his  knife,  when  a  head  fprang  out  of  it, 
which  he  immediately  knew  to  be  his 
dearZirphilla's.  It  is  impoflible  to  ex- 
prefs  the  aftonifliment  and  delight  of  the 
prince.  He  eagerly  rofe  to  embrace  fo 
beloved  a  head,  when  it  drew  back  a  few 
paces,  and  fixed  itfelf  upon  a  rofc-tree, 
to  make  a -kind  of _  body  for  itfelf; 
**  Stop  prince,"    faid  ihe^    ''  be  calm, 

"  and 
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<*  and  liften  to  me.  All  the  efforts  you 
*^  could  make  to  take  me,  would  be  ufe- 
*^  lefs.  I  would,  of  my  own  accord, 
^^  throw  myfelf  into  your  arms  if  fate 
*^  permitted  j  but  as  I  am  under  en- 
"  chantment,  I  can  be  taken  only  by 
*'  hands  which  are  fo likewife.  Alas! -I 
*'  figh  after  my  body,  yet  do  not  know 
"  whether  it  be  flill  worthy  of  me:  it  re- 
*'  mains  in  the  hands  of  the  Genius;  I 
*'  cannot  think  of  it  without  fnuddering, 
"  my  head  turns  with  the  thought.'^ — 
**  Make  yourfelf  eafy,"  replied  Acajou, 
"  the  Fairies,  touched  by  our  misfor- 
*'  tunes,  have  taken  your  body  under 
^^  their  protection."—"  How  you  re- 
''  lieve  me  !'*  faid  Zirphilla  :  "  at  all 
/^  events,  my  dear  prince,  you  know 
*^  my  whole  heart  is  yours,  and  you 
*'  would  be  too  generous  to  upbraid  me 
*'  with  a  misfortune,  knowing  my  in* 
*'  noce;ice.'' — *'  Juflly  faid,"  replied  the 
VOL.  III.  I  delicate 
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delicate  Acajou  ;  '^  but  make  hafte,  and 
^^  let  me  know  where  I  may  find  the  en- 
*^  chanted  hands  you  fpeak  of/' — "  You 
"-  will  find  them  vaulting  in  the  park : 
*^  they  belong  to  the  fairy  Trafcurante, 
*'  who  was  deprived  of  them  becaufe 
•*^  fhe  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
*'  them.      I    muft   tell   you    the   flory. 

"■  Once  upon  a  time *' — ^'Nay,  nay," 

cried  Acajou,  impatiently,  "  I  have  no 
^^  time  to  hear  flories  ;  provided  I  have 
**  the  hands,  I  do  not  care  about  their 
*'  hiftory.  I  will  go  after  them  inftanrly.'* 
•— "  Go/'  faid  theprincefs,  "and  deliver 
*'  me  from  the  cruel  enchantment  un- 
"  der  which  I  languifh.  You  may -have 
*'  obferved  that  all  the  loft  heads  in  ihefe 
*'  abodes  are  eager  to  fhow  themfelves> 
"  without  blufhing  at  their  ftate  y  it  is 
*'  only  I  that  am  obliged  to  hide,  as  I  do 
*'  in  fruits  ;  for,  being  the  oiily  head- loft 
*'  by  love,  I  am  an  objed  of  contempt 

"  to 
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"  to  the  others."  The  head  went  on 
fpeaking,  though  the  prince  had  left  it. 
He  had  obferved,  that  fince  the  princefs 
had  become  all  head,  her  propenfity  to 
ufe  her  tongue  had  encreafed. 

He  had  not  proceeded  a  hundred  paces 
in  the  park,  before  he  met  the  enchanted 
hands,  fluttering  in  the  air.  He  ap- 
proached to  take  them,  but  the  moment 
he  attempted  to  touch  them,  he  received 
fillips  from  them,  which  at  firfl  appeared 
to  him  very  infolent ;  however,  his  happi- 
nefs  depended  upon  his  feizing  them,  and- 
princes  will  facrifice  pride  to  interefl:.  Hj; 
ufed  all  his  dexterity  to  catch  the  fated- 
hands  ;  but  when  he  thought  he  had 
them,  they  whiOced  away,  giving  him  a 
flap,  or  throwing  off  his  hat.  The  more 
ardent  he  was  in  purfuing  them,  the  morei 
rapidly  they  fled  before  him.  The  pur- 
fuit  lafted  fo  long,  that  poor  Acajou  was 
quite  out  of  breath. 

I  2  He 
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He  flopped  a  moment,  and  happening 
to  be  near  a  vine-arbour,  took  a  bunch 
of  grapes  to  refrefli  himfeh^:  but  fcarce- 
]y  had  he  lafted  them,  when  he  felt  an 
extraordinary  revolution  in  himfelf ;  his 
mind  became  more  vivacious,  and  his 
heart  more  tranquil.  His  imagination 
becoming  more  and  more  inflamed,  all 
objeds  were  painted  in  it  to  the  life, 
paffed  away  rapidly,  and  effaced  one 
another  ;  fo  that  not  having  time  to  com* 
pare  them,  he  was  abfolutely  incapable 
of  forming  any  judgment  of  them:  in  a 
W-ord,  he  was  mad.  The  fruits  of  this 
garden,  hy  a  clofe  affinity  with  the  heads 
that  inhabited  it,  poffefled  the  virtue  of 
deflroying  reafon,  but  unfortunately 
without  injuring  wit.  Acajou  accord- 
ingly became  inftautly  the  wiitieft  and 
the  maddeft  of  princes. 

The  fixft  effect  of  fo  fudden  a  change 

was 
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was  the  cooling  of  the  heart.  Acajou 
loft  all  his  love ;  for  true  love  cannot 
exift  without  reafon.  Indead  of  that 
tender  and  refpedful  ardour  he  had  be- 
fore felt  for  Zirphilla,  he  preferved  little 
more  than  a  flight  remembrance  of  her. 
He  did  not  even  feel  compaffion  for  the 
misfortune  of  the  princefs ;  to  have  lofl 
her  head  appeared  to  him  a  pleafant  fort 
of  a  thing:  a  point  of  view  under  which 
minds  that  have  no  judgment  often 
enough  fee  the  misfortunes  of  others. 
Self  conceit  took  place  of  modefty  in 
Acajou's  mind,  and  fupplied  very  am- 
ply wiih  pretenfions  the  real  merit  he 
had  loft.  "  What  a  fool  muft  1  be/* 
exclaimed  he,  "  to  run  after  one  head, 
''  when  I  might  turn  the  heads  of  all  the 
*'  women  at  the  court  of  Minutia. 
"  Come,  come,  I  muft  fulfil  my  deftiny, 
"  which  is  to  be  generally  loved  and 
"  admired,  without  lofing  my  liberty.'* 
I  3  Saying 
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Saying  which,  he  fet  out  on  his  re- 
turn. 

Bonabella  feeing  Acajou  returning 
fiCw  to  meet  him^  and  enquired  the  fate  of 
Zirphilla.  The  prince  informed  her  that 
fhe  was  nothing  but  a  head,  which  could 
not  be  fettled  j  that  all  his  pains  had 
been  fiuitlefs ;  and  that  he  had  taken  his 
refolurion;  obferving  that  conftancy  with. 
out  happinefs  wds  the  virtue  of  a  fool, 
lie  uttered  a  great  many  fimiiar  fine 
maxims,  which  foon  difcovered  to  Bo- 
nabella that  a  great  alteration  had  taken 
place  in  the  prince's  charadler  ;  but  that 
he  was  extremely  witty.  She  was  at  firft 
forry  that  he  had  not  brought  the  prin- 
cefs  back ;  hov/ever,  as  in  lively  minds 
the  prefent  obje6l  always  prevails  over 
the  abfent,  fhe  confoled  herfelf  for  the 
lofs  of  Zirphilia  by  the  pleafure  fhe  had 
in  feeing  Acajou  again. 

All  the    Court    prefTed  around  him, 

more 
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more  out  of  curlofity  than  afFedioa, 
They  expected  to  find  only  a  prudent, 
modeft  prince,  to  whom  they  were  to  at- 
tribute, as  ufual,  all  that  was  ridiculous ; 
but  they  foon  formed  a  more  favoura- 
ble opinion  of  him.  His  converfation 
became  animated  and  brilliant.  The 
attentive  reader  no  doubt  remembers 
that  the  Fairy's  fpectacles  ferved  to 
fhorten  the  fight  i  fhe  had  taken  ^hemi 
off  to  fee  the  prince  at  a  greater  dift- 
ance,  as  he  was  returning,  and  not 
having  put  them  on  again,  fhe  reafon- 
ed  blindly.  Acajou  never  held  his 
tongue  a  moment,  but  faid  a  thoufand 
extravagant  things  in  a  breath,  which 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
Court,,  and  fet  all  the  women  agog  for 
him.  They  liftened  eagerly  to  him. 
and  exclaimed :.  "  Ah  !  what  wit  he 
has  !'*  In  fhort  he  was  fo  be-praifed, 
t-hat  even  his  felf-conceit  obliged  him 
14  to 


J76         THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

to  blufh  at  it.  It  Teemed  as  if  the  greatefl: 
good  that  could  happen  to  a  prince  was 
to  lofe  his  reafon ;  he  was  univerfally 
congratulated  upon  it. 

Acajou  being  now  nd  lenger  fubje£l  to 
love,  became  the  declared  lover  of  every 
woman ;  a  rage  for  intrigue  is  congenial 
enough  with  n^.adnefs.  He  commenced 
with  a  woman  of  fome  beauty,  a  free- 
thinker, and  fuperior  to  prejudices ;  but 
quitted  her  in  a  couple  of  days  with  con- 
tempt and  difguft.  His  next  miilrefs 
was  handfome,  tender,  and  mild,  and 
might  have  deferved  to  be  loved,  had 
flie  received  fewer  lovers.  Acajou  dif- 
dained  to  fix  her,  and  foon  gave  her  fe- 
veral  rivalsl  Indeed  he  now  only  thought 
of  extending  his  lift,  on  which  a  multitude 
were  eager  to  be  infcribed,  who  only 
found  him  amiable  after  he  became  inca- 
pable of  love. 

Having 
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Having  fufficlently  eftablifhed  his  re- 
putation by  celebrated  ladies,  he  refolved 
to  feduce  others,  only  to  deftroy  the 
fame  of  virtue  which  they  poflefled.  If 
he  heard  of  a  wife  tenderly  beloved  by  a 
hufband  whom  fhe  adored,  the  imme- 
diately became  the  obje£t  of  his  atten- 
tions 'y  and  fuch  was  the  capricious  effed 
of  the  title  of  a  man  of  fafhion,  that  he 
fucceeded  by  ail  that  fliould  have  caufed 
him  to  fail. 

The  princess  gallantries  at  Court  did 
not  prevent  his  defcending  to  the  citizens, 
among  whom  his  fuccefles  were  the  more 
rapid,  from  the  dames  imagining  that  they 
clafled  themfelves  with  women  of  quality 
in  imitating  their  follies.  Even  the  men,, 
inftead  of  hating,  envied  him,  and  court- 
ed him  y  admiring,  though  they  could 
not  efteem  him. 

Though  they  who  employ  their  time 

worft  have  lead  to  fpare,  yet  the  prince 

I  5  had 
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had  many  vacant  moments,  in  confe- 
quence  of  flighting  the  favours  he  could 
coramand,  Befides,  it  is  the  thing  to  ap- 
pear fometimes  tired  of  them.  He  there- 
fore fought  a  new  mode  of  diffipation  in 
fcientific  purfuits,  which  was  then  the 
whim  in  fafliion.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  to  avoid  a  certain  pedantry  which 
fludy  often  gives,  a  fecret  had  been  devi- 
led of  being  learned  without  fludy. 
Every  lady  had  her  chemifl,  botanift,  or 
genius  of  fome  kind,  juft  as  they  ufed 
formerly  to  have  a  fpaniel,  or  a  fquirrel. 
Acajou,  following  this  plan,  plunged 
headlong  into  all  the  branches  of  fcience 
and  literature.  He  talked  of  phyfics  and 
geometry.  He  compofed  metaphyficaldif- 
fertations,  yerfes,  tales,  plays,  and  operas. 
He  excited  general  admiration.  It  was 
faid  that  authors  by  profefTion  were  not  to 
be  compared  to  him.  We  know  that  it  is 
only  people  of  a  certain  fq/hion^  who  have 
6  what 
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what  IS  called  good  tajle^  fuperior  to  all 
the  genius  in  the  world,  and  without  pre- 
terjions. 

Nothing  was  ever  like  the  fuccefs  of 
Acajou :  there  was  even  a  colledlion  made 
of  his  hon  7nots,  which  became  the  gene- 
ral favourite  reading  :  it  was  entitled  ; 
The  Complete  Jejier ;  a  work  very  ufe- 
ful  at  Court,  and  well  calculated  to  make 
a  young  man  brilliant  and  infufterable. 

Acajou  at  length  found  himfelf  weary 
of  his  own  fuccefles ;  he  had  never  fub- 
ftituted  any  thing  but  pleafure  for  love ; 
to  pleafures  literary  affectation  had  fuc- 
ceeded :  difguft  produced  almoft  the  ef- 
fect of  reafon,  and  rendered  his  life  in- 
fupportable  to  him.  Without  being  more 
reafonable,  he  became  melancholy.  Be- 
iidesj  wit  alone  has  the  property  of 
creating  admiration  at  firft,.  and  then 
of  tiring  its  admirers..  Mod  of  the 
women  who  had  been  ambitious  to.pleale 
16..  him. 
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him,  began  to  blufti  at  finding  themfelves 
dn  too  crowded  a  lift,  and  forfook  him. 
He  was  accufed  of  malicioufnefs,  in  writ- 
ing lampoons  and  creating  difturbances ; 
of  jelling  on  his  beft  friends,  and  turning 
every  body  into  ydicule.  Ke  had  how- 
ever no  bad  intention,  meaning  only  to 
divert  himfelf  in  amufmg  others :  but  the 
world  is  always  unjuft. 

Bonabella,  not  comprehending  how 
her  dear  Acajou  could  ceafe  to  be  the 
fafhion,  put  on  her  fpe^^acles  to  judge 
impartially,  and  after  examining  him 
well,  afcertained  that  he  had  in  fact  a 
great  deal  of  wit,  but  that  he  was  never- 
thelefs  mad :  upon  which  fne  requefted 
Jhim  to  tell  her  all  that  he  had  done  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ideas.  Acajou,  not  fuf- 
pefiing  what  (he  aimed  at,  gave  her  a 
very  circumftantial  account,  being  ex- 
tremely fond  of  fpeaking  of  himfelf. 
When  he  came  to  the  bunch  of  grapes 
2  which 
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which  he  had  eat :  "  Ah,"  cried  Bona- 
bella,    "  I  no  longer  wonder  that  you 
**  you  have  fo  muchwic/' — ''  And  pray 
"  why  ?*'    alked   Acajou      ''  Bccaufe,'^ 
replied  the  Fairy,  "  you  have  not  com- 
*'  mon  fenfe." — '"  A  pretty  inference  !'* 
faid  Acajou.     "  I  know,'*  replied  Bona- 
bella,  "  that  you  have  too  much  wit  to 
*'  be  eaiily   perfuaded,  efpecially   when 
"  reafon  is  fpoken  to   you  ;  but  know, 
"  this  is  becaufe  you    have  loft   yours. 
"  The  fruits  of  the  country  of  Ideas  are 
"  deadly  poifons  to  reafon  ;  we  have  for- 
**  tunately  a  remedy  for  it  here.    I  have 
*'  a  vine  pofieiled  of  virtue  to  deftroy 
"  wit:  it  is  known  only  to  myfelf;  I 
"  fouietimes  give  a  little  of  it  to  thofe 
*'  about  me,  whofe  imagination  is  too 
^*  lively^  and  1  wifh  you  to  tafte  fome.'^ 
— "  1  fee  folks  here,'*   replied  Acajou, 
*'  who  muft  certainly  have  eat  of  its  grapes 
*'  to  excefs  j  but  I  proteft  I  have  no  incli- 

•'  nation 
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"  nation  to  try  it.  Befides,  what  a  glorious 
"  fecrec  is  that  of  becoming  rational  by 
"  lofing  wit  I" — "  There  is  not  a  furer,'* 
interrupted  the  Fairy,  "  and  you  have 
*'  more  to  fpare  than  any  body."  Bona- 
bella,  on  this  head,  faid  many  flattering 
things  to  the  prince.  She  knew  that 
wit  was  more  readily  feduced  by  felf-Iove, 
than  perfuaded  by  reafon.  However, 
Acajou,  in  fpite  of  all  Bonabella's  elo- 
quence, was  mad  enough  to  refolve  not 
to  part  w'ith  wit :  that  work  was  le- 
referved  for  love. 

The  prince  had  never  tafled  real  plea- 
fure,  for  his  defires  had  been  always  an- 
ticipated ;  his  fancies  craved  only  the 
novelty  of  objeOs,  and  that  is  foon  worn 
out  by  vivacity.  He  had  funk  into  a  (late 
of  languor,  from  which  he  was  at  times 
roufed  by  caprice,  to  be  again  plunged 
into  it.  Love,  whofe  firil  darts  Zirphilla 
had  made  him  feelj  revived  the  moment 

that 
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that  the  intoxication  of  the  fenfes  was 
diflipated,  and  that  vanity  was  no  longer 
fed.  He  felt  a  void  in  his  heart,  which 
love  alone  could  fill.  The  misfortune  of 
thofe  who  have  once  loved,  is  to  find 
that  nothing  can  replace  love. 

Acajou  confided  the  (late  of  his  feel- 
ings to  Bonabella,  and  befought  her  to 
let  him  fee  Zirphilla  again,  as  he  fhould 
equally  lofe  his  wit,  if  he  were  longer  de- 
prived of  her.  The  Fairy  then  took  her 
crutch,  and  led  Acajou  into  a  garden, 
with  which  flie  alone  was  acquainted. 
In  this  garden  there  was  a  number  of 
trees,  loaded  with  the  finefl  fruits  in  the 
world,  of  which  each  had  its  peculiar 
virtue  on  the  mind. 

Some  eradicated  the  fpirit  of  gaming, 
fo  fatal ;  others  the  fpirit  of  contradic- 
tion, fo  inconvenient  in  fociety  ;  thefe 
the  fpirit  of  domineering,  fo  infupport- 

able ; 


i84         THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

able :  thofe  the  fpirir  of  bufinefs,  fo 
ufeful  to  thf  poffeflbr  of  it,  and  fo  oppref- 
five  to  others ;  leveral,  in  fhorr,  the  fa- 
tirical  fpirit,  (o  amufing  and  ^o  abhorred  ; 
and  its  reverfe,  ftill  more  dangerous,  the 
fpirit  of  compliance  and  flattery.  We 
never  fee  any  of  thefe  exc  llejit  fruits 
among  our  deferts.  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  this  delicious  garden  is  not  open  to 
all  conceited  wits;  they  would  return 
more  amiable,  without  being  greater  fools 
than  they  are.  I  fhould  fend  thither  in 
the  firft  place       *        *        *        *        * 


[^Here  are  wanting  feveral  JheetSy   of 

greater  e^ctent  than  all  the  reft  of  the 
ivork.j 

Bonabella  having  carried  Acajou  up  to 
the  vine,  the  grapes  of  which  eradicated 
the  fpirit  of  prefumption,  of  affeQation, 

and 
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and  of  felf  conceit,  defired  him  to  gather 
a  bunch  ;  then  putting  on  her  fpedacles, 
and  prefenting  him  Zirphilla's  fcarf; 
"  Prince,"  faid  (he,  '^  take  this  fcarf: 
'^  when  you  arrive  in  the  country  of 
"  Ideas,  you  will  only  have  to  let  it  fly 
*'  in  the  air,  holding  it  by  one  end,  and 
"  the  enchanted  hands,  which  you  ran 
*'  after  in  vain,  will  come  to  feize  it, 
*'  when  you  may  catch  them  ;  you  will 
"  then  make  yourfelf  mafter  of  the  prin- 
"  cefs's  head.  When  you  want  to  eat 
^'  or  drink,  you  need  only  take  fome  of 
*'  thefe  grapes,  which  will  be  enough 
**  for  you  :  you  mud  likewife  give  fome 
"  of  them  to  Zirphilla,  in  order  to  difpel 
*'  the  vapours  which  mud  have  a  little 
'*  impaired  her  head.  Without  this  pre- 
"  caution  you  would  find  her,  fo  different 
*'  from  herfelf,  that  after  being  incon- 
"  (lant  thr^.ugh  madnefs,  you  might 
**  well   become    fo   again   with   reafon. 

'^  When 
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"  When  you  have  the  head,  we  (half 
.**  foon  be  in  pofieilion  of  the  body,  by 
"  that  attradion,  which,  in  women,  is 
**  the  caufe  of  the  head  carrying  away 
**  the  body.  You  had  beft,  before  you 
*'  go,  eat  fome  of  thefe  grapes.'* 

Acajou  hefi'ated  a  little  ;  but  prompt* 
ed  by  the  defire  of  feeing  Zirphilla  again, 
and  thinking  perhaps  his  wit  proof 
againft  every  thing,  he  put  a  few  of 
the  grapes  into  his  mouth.  The  cfFe6l 
of  them  was  fudden  ;  he  felt  as  if  he  had 
been  enveloped  in  a  cloud  jufl  diffipated  J 
and  as  it  a  veil  was  removed  from  before 
his  eyes.  ..Objefls  now  appeared  very 
'different  to  him  ;  he  blufiied  and  ventur- 
:ed  to  fpeak  only  to  expfefs  his  gratitude 
to  the  Fairy.  When  he  returned  to  the 
palace,  he  found  on  his  table  a  collection 
of  his  works,  which  he  read  to  judge  of 
the  ftate  of  his  mind.  He  could  not  now 
conceive  that  he  had  had  the   folly  to 

compofe 
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compofe  them  :  he  yawned  in  reading 
his  novels  and  comedies,  and  that  very 
evening  hifled  one  of  his  operas. 

Acajou,  having  wearied  the  court  with 
bis  extravagances,  and  being  now,  by  the 
recovery  of  his  reafon,  weary  of  it  in  his 
turn,  fet  out  the  very  next  morning  be- 
fore day,  and  got  into  the  country  of 
Ideas  as  fpcedily,  guided  by  love,  as  h@ 
would  have  done,  had  he  been  guided  by 
madnefs.  He  found  the  fame  objects 
which  he  had  met  the  firfl  time,  and  fol- 
lowed exactly  the  advice  of  Bonabella. 
By  the  help  of  his  fcarf,  he  made  himfelf 
mafler  of  the  enchanted  hands ;  on  which 
he  immediately  went  in  fearch  of  Zir- 
philla's  head,  and  to  find  her  cut  open  a 
prodigious  number  of  pears  without  i'uc- 
cefs.  He  then  attacked  peaches  and  me- 
lons, and  was  making  a  terrible  havock 
among  the  fruits,  when  he  heard  a  loud 
burfl  of  laughter.      He    looked    round 

to 
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to  fee  whence  ic  came,  and  perceived 
the  head  of  the  princefs,  who  inftead 
of  coming  to  him,  made  a  joke  of  his 
fearch  and  of  his  folicltude. 

As  ab fence  weakens  love,  and  mad- 
nefs  is  infectious,  the  head  of  Zirphilla 
had  loft  much  of  the  livellnefs  of  its  paf- 
fion,  and  was  beginning  to  accommo- 
date itfelf  to  the  new  country  which 
ihe  inhabited.  This  called  forth  a  figh 
from  Acajou ;  but  recolleding  the  vir- 
tue of  the  wonderful  grape,  a  bunch 
of  which  he  had  with  him,  he  threw 
fome  of  them  to  the  princefs's  head, 
which  fwallowed  them  playfully.  Its 
difcernment  was  inftantly  reftored:  it 
flew  to  meet  the  enchaated  hands,  with 
which  the  prince  received  it.  Nothing 
could  equal  his  tranfports.  He  let  the 
hands  go  where  they  would,  and  thought 
only  of  the  precious  head  of  his  dear  Zir- 
philla, which  he  almoft   devoured  with 

kiffes  J 
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kifles ;  klfles  (he  had  no  power  to  pre- 
vent, though  file  blufhed  as  red  as  Ver- 
million through  fbame.  It  was  per- 
haps a  piece  of  fu peril uous  modeily, 
as  in  the  fituation  (he  was  in,  no  great 
harm  was  to  be  feared  from  the  ca- 
refl'es  of  her  lover. 

Acajou  wrapped  his  fcarf  round  the 
princefs's  head,  and  once  more  took  the 
way  ro  Bonabelia's  palace.  Being  fur- 
prlfed  by  night,  and  a  terrible  dorm 
coming  on,  the  prince  was  obliged  to 
feek  a  place  of  fa^ety  :  not  for  himfelf  it 
will  be  readily  imagined,  for  lovers  and 
princes  fear  nothing  ;  but  he  was  anxious 
to  flielter  Zirphilla  :  befides,  in  the  dark 
he  might  well  be  afraid  of  running  the 
princefs's  head,  or  his  own,  againft  fome 
tree.  In  this  perplexity  he  faw  a  light  at 
a  diftance,  towards  which  he  direded  his 
rteps.  After  walking  fome  time  in  dan- 
ger of  breaking    his   deare.^  head,  that 

is 
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is  to  fay,  the  princefs's,  he  arrived  at  a 
pavillion  at  the  end  of  a  garden,  at  the 
door  of  which  he  knocked.  Prefently 
there  appeared  an  old  woman  with  a 
candle  in  her  hand,  who  in  a  growling 
voice  afked  who  he  was,  and  what  he 
wanted  ?  Acajou  did  not  much  care  to 
make  himfelf  known  in  a  fituation  fo 
unbecoming  his  rank.  He  hefitated  a 
moment  what  to  fay  he  was,  and  his  head 
being  full  of  the  original  caufe  of  his 
misfortunes,  and  of  all  the  pottery  he  had 
broken  fmce  a  certain  time,  he  replied, 
without  knowing  well  what  he  faid,  that 
he  was  a  poor  lad  who  mended  broken 
crockery,  and  came  to  beg  for  a  night'^s 
lodging.  On  hearing  this  the  old  wo- 
man's countenance  foftened  a  little : 
^'  You  are  welcome,"  faid  {he,  '^  you 
*'  may  do  me  a  piece  of  fervlce  ;  I  have 
*^  here  an  earthen  utenfil  cracked,  which 
*^  you   fhall  mend    for   me."      Saying 

which 
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which  the  old  woman  ported  away  to 
bring  this  precious  piece  of  furniture, 
and  returning  with  it  gave  it  to  Acajou 
to  fet  to  work  upon.  The  prince,  as 
much  afhamed  of  the  trade  he  had 
adopted,  ais'of  the  firft  ufe  he  was  called 
upon  to  make  of  it,  took  the  machine 
from  the  old  woman  ;  but  recolleding 
the  terrible  oath  he  had  fworn  not  to 
fpare  any  fuch  bafe  fhaped  vafes  till  he 
had  broken  his  princefs's  enchantment, 
he  remained  awhile  wavering  between  the 
dread  of  perjury  and  that  of  violating  the 
laws  of  hofpitality.  His  oath  at  length 
prevailed,  and  throwing  the  vile  utenfil 
againft  the  wall,  he  broke  it  into  a  thou- 
fand  pieces* 

I  know  not  whether  the  reader  be 
fhocked  at  the  rudenefs  of  Acajou,  but 
be  will  be  very  much  aftonifhed  at  the 
event,  if  he  has  not  by  a  finguUr  fagacity 
already  forefeen  it.     3e -that  as  it  may, 

thofe 
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thofe  who  are  not  gifted  with  fo  much 
penetration  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
this  bafe  utenfil  was  the  fatal  vafe  on 
which  depended  the  power  of  the  Geniuf 
and  of  the  Fairy,  and  which  they  had 
trufted  to  the  care  of  this  old  hag.  It 
was  fcarcely  broken  when  a  clap  of  thun- 
der and  hideous  fcreams  were  heard. 
The  caftle  was  deftroyed,  the  palace 
thrown  down.  The  Genius  and  the 
Fairy,  a  prey  to  their  impotent  rage,  fled 
into  deferts,  where  they  came  to  a  mife- 
rable  end. 

Acajou,  unmoved  by  all  the  wreck 
and  confufion,  walked  forward  to  the 
terrible  place  where  the  body  of  the  prin- 
cefs  lay  enchanted.  The  flames  by  which 
it  was  defended  from  the  approach  of  all 
others  feparated  as  he  drew  near,  and 
the  moment  he  prefented  its  head  to  it, 
the  body  moved  forward  to  meet  it,  and 
they  were  re-united. 

The 
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The  fairy  Bonabella  appeared  at  that 
inflant,  attended  by  her  whole  Court* 
The  firfl  thing  (he  thought  of  was  to 
dehver  the  viclims  of  the  wicked  Fairy. 
The  fluttering  hands  were  difenchanted, 
and  reftored  to  the  fairy  Trafcurante,  on 
condition  of  her  working  with  them.  It 
is  faid  that  (he  afterwards  devoted  herfelf 
entirely  to  work,  and  was  the  inventrefs 
of  the  art  of  knotting. 

Armina  and  Zobelda  were  releafed 
from  their  prifon.  From  that  time  Ar- 
mina was  priviIeged^.to  do  any  thing 
without  being  found  fault  with.  Zobeida 
continued,  probably,  to  live  as  (he  ufed 
to  do^  but  (he  left  off  talking  fcandal. 

Bonabella  having  attended  to  the  un- 
fortunate, turned  all  her  thoughts  on  the 
marriage  of  the  lovers.  It  was  folemnized 
with  every  pofTible  magnificence.  They 
lived  happy,  and  had  a  great  number  of 
VOL.  III.  K  children, 
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children^  who  were  all  prodigies  of  good 
fenfe,  being  all  born  with  an  extreme 
pfopenfity  to  love. 


CHA-P, 
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CHAP.  XII. 

The  hiftory  returns  to  Felicia. — The  refolution 
fhe  took,  and  the  commencement  of  a  wonder- 
ful adventure. 

1  HOUGH  in  reality  De  Joinville  had  tra- 
velled but  a  very  little  diftance  from  his 
Chateau,  he  had  pafTed  over  a  confider- 
able  trad  of  imaginary  regions ;  we  fhall 
therefore  leave  him  for  the  prefent  ex- 
curfmg  on  fairy  ground,  and  return  to 
take  a  view  of  his  divine  miftrefs,  the 
lady  Felicia. 

"  In  order  to  convince  you,  rafh  man,'* 
faid  (he  to  De  Joinville,  at  their  lafl:  un- 
fortunate meeting,  when  her  lover  had 
been  fo  imprudent  as  to  throw  his  arm 
around  her  waift,  and  to  kifs  with  indif- 
creet  ardour  her  facred  lips,  ^'  in  order 

K  2  "to 
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"  to  convince  you,  rafh  man^  of  the 
*^  force  of  my  refentment,  I  will  take 
*^  the  hint  you  give  me  ;  I  vi'ill  not  trufl 
"  to  your  determination  of  abfence, 
*^  which  want  of  refpe^t,  or  even  impu- 
*'  dence,  may  foon  prompt  you  to 
''  change ;  I  will  myfelf  fly  from  what- 
*'  ever  place  you  are  likely  to  be  in." 

Felicia,  then,  juftly  enraged  againft 
De  Joinville,  was  refolved  to  put  her 
threat  into  execution.  On  quitting  her 
rafh  lover  flie  meditated  on  removing 
from  a  place  where,  no  doubt,  fhe  would 
be  always  expofed  to  the  importunate 
ardour  of  a  man  whom  fhe  could  not 
abfolutely  hate,  but  whom  her  modefty, 
and  the  laws  of  refpe6l  which  he  had 
infringed,  fhould  render  hateful  to  her. 
After  fhe  arrived  at  home,  the  prepa- 
tations  fhe  was  going  to  make  for  her 
journey  were  at  firffc  retarded  by  her 
figh«.     A  hundred  times  fhe  exclaimed, 

*'  Oh 
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*^  Oh  Heaven!  to  what  a  lot  of  morti- 
"  fication  am  I  referved  !  I  loved  the 
*'  audacious  De  Joinville  ;  the  perfidious 
"  man,  by  means  of  pretended  refpecls, 
"  found  the  way  to  my  heart,  and  I 
"  have  the  fliame  of  having  betrayed 
"  that  I  love,  to  one  capable  of  becom- 
*'  ing  unworthy  of  it.  What  !  could 
''  not  my  tendernefs  and  his  refpecl  pro- 
"  tecl  me  from  the  greateft  infult  that 
"  ever  could  be  offered  to  an  unfor- 
**  tunate  woman  ?  Oh  !  ye  heavenly 
"  powers  !  after  fuch  an  a^lion,  fmother, 
"  oh !  fmother,  the  flame  that  yet  remains 
"  in  my  heart.'*  Thefe  were  her  fad 
refledions :  in  vain  did  Dinah  exert  her- 
felf  to  foothe  her  grief,  De  Joinville  was 
a  culprit  whom  nothing  could  excufe ; 
from  whom  it  was  neceflary  to  fly.  "  Let 
*^  us  depart,"  faid  (he,  *'  let  us  remove 
'•  to  a  diftance  :  I  mud  -,  a  jaft  anger  de- 
*'  mands  it,  and  I  will  nourifh  that  anger 
K  3  '^  by 
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by  the  aid  of  abfence : — hate  fhould 
now  fuperfede  the  tender  fentiments  I 
felt.  But  it  is  not  enough  to  fly, 
I  renounce  the  garments  of  a  fex  that 
might  kindle  other  rafh  flames,  and  I 
will  deprive  my  fatal  beauty  of  its  pri- 
vilege of  charming  mankind.  Unhappy 
Felicia  !  expofe  yourfelf  no  longer  to 
the  danger  of  making  impreflions 
which  only  turn  to  your  confufion ;  be- 
ware of  giving  birth  to  a  love,  by  which 
your  lovers  punifh  you  fo  cruelly.— 
Dinah !  it  Is  refolved  ;  let  fome  male 
attire  be,  brought  to  me.  There  is 
plenty  of  different  kinds  in  the  houfe  ; 
take  one  for  yourfelf:  I  am  in  hade 
to  throw  off  mine  j  the  very  fight  of 
which  keeps  alive  the  remembrance  of 
the  mortification  I  have  received." 
Felicia  being  a  widow,  Dinah  had  no 
difficulty  in  finding  male  apparel.  She 
brought  feveral  fuits,  from  among  which 

her 
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her  lady  chofe  fuch  as  ftie  thought  be- 
came her  mofl.  Dinah  alfo  metamor- 
phofed  herfelf  J  and  taking  two  of  the 
bed  horfes  from  the  (table,  fet  out,  both 
in  their  difguife. 

Fehcia,  with  a  thoughtful  air,  abforbed 
m  a  melancholy  reverie,  took  the  firfli 
road  that  offered.  For  the  firft  three  or 
four  hours  fhe  rode  through  a  wild  kind 
of  a  country  :  there  was  nothing  to  in- 
terrupt her  fad  thoughts,  fave,  now  and 
then,  fome  fhepherds  piping  ruftic  airs, 

Felicia,  in  the  caufes  of  her  difguife^ 
and  in  the  difguife  itfelf,  too  much  re- 
fembled  many  miftreffes,  whofe  hillory 
fhe  had  read,  not  to  feel  all  the  pleafure 
of  a  fituation  which  had  the  air  of  fo 
great  an  adventure.  She  at  once  figured 
to  herfelf  all  that  fhe  had  read  like  it ;. 
flrength  and  courage  took  poffeflion  of 
her  heart;  and,  anxious  to  add  another 
example  of  what  a  woman  can  fometime^ 
K.  4  do,.. 
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do,  to  thofe  which  her  fex  had  already 
given,  fhe  looked  forward  with  fome 
degree  of  impatience  for  an  occafion  to 
diflinguiOi  a  heart  which  common  men 
think  only  fit  for  love. 

Thefe  thoughts  occupied  her  agreeably 
enough,  balancing  with  ideas  of  glory 
the  mortification  the  boldnefs  of  her  lover 
had  caufed  her,  till,  fatigued  and  fad, 
ihe  felt  a  defire  to  alight  from  her  horfe 
to  repofe  herfelf  awhile.  The  fun,  now 
fet,  was  giving  place  to  the  obfcurity  of 
night.  She  (topped  at  a  narrow  valley 
between  two  rocks.  Advancing  to  the 
foot  of  one  of  them,  fhe  perceived  the 
entrance  to  a  cavern  :  from  the  vaft  fize 
of  this  entrance  it  might  be  prefumed 
that  the  cavern  was  fpacious.  Examining 
it  more  nearly,  fhe  difcovered  by  the 
twilight  the  prints  of  the  feet  of  men. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  that  in  her 
prefent  courageous  ftate  of  mind,  third- 

ing 
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ing  for  adventures,  Felicia  could  have 
met  with  nothing  more  charming  in  her 
opinion  :  and  accordingly,  the  chance 
that  had  led  her  to  this  cavern  feemed 
to  promife  fomething  extraordinary. 

She  examined  the  avenues  of  it  for 
fome  time  :  the  manner  in  which  the  en- 
trance was  formed  did  not  appear  to  her 
a  fimple  efFe£t  of  nature,  and  fhe  con- 
cluded pofitively  that  wild  beads  were 
not  the  tenants  of  this  gloomy  retreat. 
This  opinion  ferved  but  the  more  to  in- 
cite her  to  find  out  what  this  could 
be.  She  ordered  Dinah,  who  had  now 
changed  her  name  to  Fabio,  to  tie  their 
horfes  to  trees,  and  to  flay  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  cavern,  while  (he  went  in 
to  finifh  an  adventure  which  feemed 
worthy  of  being  the  probationary  efTay 
of  her  courage.  With  her  male  attire 
Felicia  had  afTumed  likewife  the  mafcu- 
line  appellation  of  Theodore,  by  which 
K  5  wc 
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we  will  in  future  diftinguifh  her.  Theo^ 
dore,  then,  determined  to  explore  the 
cavern,  while  Fabio  flood  at  the  entrance 
fword  in  hand,  with  a  firmnefs  wor- 
thy the  kind  of  life  ihe  had  embraced. 
Theodore  proceeded,  having  alfo  his 
fword  in  his  hand  :  a  frightful  dark- 
nefs  for  a  confiderable  time  prevented 
him  from  examining  what  the  place 
was  in  which  he  was  advancing.  Some 
piercing  fcreams  ilackened  his  ardour  a 
little :  he  fhuddered^  and  his  intrepidity 
yielded  for  fome  moments  to  the  horror 
of  fuch  an  adventure.  He  felt  his  cou- 
rage waver,  but  animated  by  the  noble 
Tefle<^ion  of  having  nothing  to  reproach 
himfelf  with,  he  proceeded,  cutting  with 
his  fabre  to  the  right  and  left,. 

As  he  advanced,  the  cries  he  heard 
cncreafed  :  they  were  dreadful  cries,  to 
which  the  vaults  or  depth  of  the  cavern 
lent  a  found  that  rendered  them  more 
Clocking  and  difmal.      A  clanking  of 

chains 
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chains  alfo  flruck  his  ear,  but  nothing 
could  he  fee  for  the  impenetrable  dark- 
nefs  with  which  he  was  furrounded. 

Having  walked  on   a  long  time,  his 
fleps  and  fword  were  at  length  impeded^ 
by  a  gate,  which  he  concei\red  to  be  of 
brafs.     The  noife  he  made  in  flriking  it 
was  followed  by  a  horrible  voice,  which- 
cried  :    "  Wretch  !  whoever  thou  art ! 
"  what   comefl:   thou   to  feek  in   thefe 
"  abodes  ?'* — *'  I  come,''  replied  Theo« 
dore,  "  to  prove  my  courage,  and  againft 
"  thee,  if  thou  defervefl  by  thy  crimcs^ 
"  my   noble   rage,  and  againft  all  thy 
"  infamous  companions,  who  appear  to 
"  caufe  the  woes,  the  dreadful  groans^ 
**  and  pitiable  fcreams  that  are  heard," 

Saying  this,  the  courage  of  Theodore 
became  firmer  than  ever,  and  he  added  ; 
"  open,  or  dread  my  vengeance. "-« 
"  Go,  wretch!"  replied  the  voice,. 
[^  tremble,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
K  6  **  terror 
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**  terror  with  which  this  place,  this  very 
*'  gate,  and  the  cries  you  have  heard, 
**  fhould  infpire  you  :  return,  and  fly 
*''  from  the  horrid  woes  which  await  you, 
*'  if  you  perfift:  in  (laying." — "  I  little 
**  fear  the  woes  with  which  thou  threat- 
**  eneft  me,"  replied  Theodore,  *'  I  will 
"  run  the  rifk  of  them  ;  but  let  the  in- 
"  trepidity  of  my  mind,  and  the  contempt 
"  I  fliow  for  what  thou  hafl:  faid,  be  as 
*'  much  a  caufe  of  terror  to  thee,  as  thou 
"  imagined  this  adventure  fhould  be  to 
''  me," 

Theodore,  without  waiting  a  further 
reply,  knocked  furioufly  with  the  hilt  of 
his  fword  againft  the  gate,  which  pre- 
fently  opened  with  a  frightful  noife,  ac- 
companied by  a  thoufand  horrid  yells, 
and  the  clafhing  of  arms.  Theodore 
drew  new  courage  from  the  novelty  of 
the  adventure  :  he  entered,  but  darknefs 
deceived  his  valour,  concealing  a  dang«r 

that 
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that  lay   immediately  before   him.     He 
had  fcarcely    advanced,   when    meeting 
with  deep  defcending  fteps,  he  tottered, 
plunged  forward,  fell,  and  rolled  down- 
wards for  a  long  time,  without  letting  his 
fword  go.    At  the  end  of  his  fall  he  found 
himfelf  in  a  gloomy  place,  at  the  top  of 
which  hung  a  fmall  lamp  that  threw  a  dim 
light,  fcarcely  rendering  the  nearefl  objeds 
to  it  vifible.   The  place  refembled  a  cellar, 
but  a  putrid  fmell  almoft  overpowered  his 
fenfes,  and  he  moved  forward  in  hope  of 
finding  an  iflue  leading  out  of  this  difmal 
vault.     He  had  fcarcely  taken  two  fteps 
when  two    lifelefs    bodies    flopped   him. 
Horrible  1    but  Theodore,    now  exalted 
by  the  romances  which  Felicia  had  read, 
was  not  to  be  difmayed  by  an  adventure, 
the  very   recital  of  which  is  enough  to 
terrify  :     with    intrepid    confidence    he 
kicked  the  bodies  out  of  his  way. 

His 
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His  eyes  were  now  caught  by  a  door  ex- 
tremely low :  he  did  not  hefitate  pafTmg 
through  it ;  nothing  could  (top  him.  He 
came  into  a  gallery  of  confiderable  length, 
lighter  than  the  vault.  Here  he  met  no- 
body, and  went  on  into  another  gallery,  the 
extent  of  which  the  eye  could  not  reach, 
lighted  up  with  an  infinite  number  of 
luftres.  But,  Heavens  1  what  a  fight 
now  ftruck  his  eyes  !  He  faw  a  prodi- 
gious number  of  extremely  handfome 
women ;  Tome  walking  to  and  fro  in  a 
languid  manner,  and  with  a  death-like 
palenefs  in  their  faces ;  others,  fitting  on 
chairs,  and  lifting  to  heaven  their  eyes 
bathed  in  tears,  as  if  imploring  to  be 
Teleafed  from  the  ftate  in  which  they 
were ;  and  others,  again,  ftretched  on 
beds  fobbing  or  groaning  in  fleep. 

Thofe  that  were  walking  gave  a  fcream 
of  furprife  at  feeing  Theodore  enter  with 
his  fword  drawn.    The  martial  and  even 

Hern 
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flern  look,  which  his  adventure  had  im- 
preiTed  upon  his  countenance,  at  firft 
frightened  this  fad  troop  :  but  obferving 
their  fear  he  lowered  his  fword,  and  ad- 
vancing mildly,  convinced  them  that  he 
was  not  come  to  hurt  them. 

They  recovered  from  their  fears,  which 
were  even  fucceeded  by  a  kind  of  joyful 
aftonifhment.  "  Fear  nothing  from  me," 
faid  he  to  them  j  *'  the  arms  I  carry  are 
"  oaly  to  be  ufed  in  refcuing  you  from 
"  the  woes  into  which  you  appear  to 
*'  me  to  be  plunged."  He  added  fuch 
expreflions  as  were  fuited  to  remove  all 
fear,  and  informed  them  of  the  manner 
of  his  arrival  among  them.  "  Ah  1 
"  Seigneur,"  cried  one  of  the  women 
to  whom  he  fpoke,  **  you  are  loft.  Alas  I 
"  you  will  never  more  behold  the  light 
"  of  the  fun,  and  in  fpite  of  all  your 
**'  valour,  you  will  partake  of  our  fate.'^ 

•-'**  Fear 
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•—''Fear  not  for  me/'  replied  Theodore, 
*'  for  it  is  affu redly  the  will  of  Heaven 
*'  that  1  fhould  releafe  you  from  yourpre- 
'•  fent  unhappy  (late  :  but  hafte  and  ex- 
*f  plain  the  meaning  of  all  I  fee  ;  tell  me 
'«  where  I  am,  and  the  caufe  of  all  that 
"  I  have  met  with." — "  Know,"  faid 
the  lady 
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CHAP.  XIIT. 

The  Hiflory  of  the  Magician. 

«  IVnow,  then,  Seigneur,'^  faid  the 
lady,  "  that  this  is  the  retirement  of  a 
*^  famous  magician  and  his  filler.  It  is 
*'  now  almoft  two  hundred  years  ago 
"  fmce  they  both  retired  to  this  frightful 
"  abode,  rendered  by  their  art  inaccef- 
*'  fible.  All  who  are  living  here  were 
"  their  cotemporaries,  andnotwithfland- 
*'  ing  the  youth  you  fee  painted  in  the 
''  faces  of  thefe  unfortunate  ladies,  who 
*'  are  languifhing  in  this  apartment,  and 
**  even  on  my  own,  we  all  entered  here 
"  at  the  fame  time  with  the  magician 
''  and  his  fifter. 

"  But  to  make  you   acquainted  with 
"  the  origin  of  our  misfortune,  you  mud 

"  know 
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"  know  that   about  two  centuries  ago 

*'  there  was  a  Sophi  of  Perfia,  at  that 

*'  time  in  the  fpring  of  life,  who  was  de- 

"  voted  to  the  charms   of  our  fex  :  no 

"  haram  was  ever  fuller  of  beauties  than 

"  his.      Alas !    this  unfortunate  prince 

"  might  well  have  been  fatisfied,  did  not 

**  what  is  in  our  power,   however  beau- 

*'  tiful,  however  precious,  lofe  its  value 

*'  the  moment  we  poffefs  it.     One  day 

*'  as  he  was  hunting,  he  loft  fight  of  the 

^*  hunters,  and  crofling  alone  a  narrow 

*^  road  he  faw  a  fmall  houfe,  at  which- 

"  ftood  a  girl  about  fixteen  years  old^ 

"  with  whofe  beauty  he  was  ftruck  ;  and 

*'  well  he  might,  for  never  was  beauty 

"  worthier  of  his  admiration.     She  pof- 

"  feifed  charms  at  once  fimple  and  ma- 

"  jeftic  ;    mildnefs   and   pride  giving  to 

"  the   features  of  her  face   all  that   is 

"  noble  and  enchanting  in  thofe  differ- 

**  ent  characters.     The  aftonifhed  prince 

<^  ftopped. 
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<*  ftopped,  gazed,  and  fighed  :  the  young 
*'  maid,  obferving  his  furprife,  went  into 
*'  the  houfe,  and  quickly  withdrew  from 
*'  the  looks  of  the  enamoured  prince. 
"  He  wore  a  magnificent  hunting  drefs, 
**  and  the  boldnefs  which  ufually  attends 
"  the  rank  he  held,  prompted  him  to 
*'  enter  the  houfe,  to  enquire  whom  it 
**  belonged  to,  and  to  learn  what  fort  of 
*^  people  were  the  parents  of  the  beau- 
*^  tiful  maid  who  had  fmitten  him,  with- 
*'  out  meaning  however  to  difcover  him- 
"  felf.  He  alighted  from  his  horfe,  and 
*'  went  in.  He  was  met  by  an  old  wo- 
<'  man  who  alked  what  he  wanted.  '  I 
''  have  been  hunting,'  replied  he,  *  and 
*'  have  loft  my  companions :  1  am  very 
"  thirfty,  and  1  come  to  beg  of  you  a 
^'  draught  of  water.' — *  You  fhall  have 
''  it  dire6lly,'  replied  the  old  woman, 
"  *  I  will  go  and  fetch  you  fome  my- 
^'  felf.' 

^'  Saying 
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*'  Saying  this  fiie  left  the  princejbut 
''  foon  returned  with  a  glafs,  and  a 
"  pitcher  fall  of  fpring  water.  Though 
"  he  had  no  defire  to  drink,  he  did  not 
^'  fail  fwallouing  it  as  eagerly  as  if  he 
"  had  been  thirdy.  While  the  old  wo- 
*'  man  was  pouring  cut  the  water,  the 
*^  young  maid,  who  had  gone  into  the 
'*  next  room,  prompted  by  the  natural 
*'  curiofity   of  youth,    came  out  again. 

*  "  The  prince  was  as  agreeably  furprifed 
'*  at  the  fecond  as  he  had  been  at  the  firfl 
*'  fight  of  her  :  he  drank,  however,  and 
"  returning  the  glafs  carelefsly  to  the 
*^  eld  woman,  faid  to  her  :  '  You  have 
"  a  fweet  girl  for  your  daughter.' — '  I 
''  am  not  her  mother,'  replied  the  old 
"  woman,     '  but   only    her   aunt  :    her 

-  "  father  and  mother  are  dead,  and  (Ije 
''  has  only  one  brother,  who  has  been 
"  away  thefe  two  years/ 

"  The  old  aunt  had  fcarcely  faid  this, 

"  when 
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"  when  the  hunters  who  had  all  alTem- 
"  bled  and  miffed  the  prince,  came  to- 
"  wards  the   houfe  where  he  was,  and, 
*'  feeing  his  horfe  at  the  door,  judged 
"  that  he  was  not  far  off.     Halting,  one 
"  of  them  went  into  the  houfe,  and,  fee- 
'^  ing  the  prince,   faluted  him  with  fuch 
''  refped,   that  the  old  woman  and  her 
*'  niece  immediately  conceived  that  the 
"  perfon  to  whom  the  water  had  been 
*^  brought  was  the  Sophi  himfelf.     The 
^'  aunt  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and  be- 
*'  fought  his   pardon  for  the  faults  her 
^'  ignorance  of  his  rank  had  no  doubt 
"  made  her  commit.     '  You  have  com- 
'*  mitted  none,'    replied  the  prince,  raif- 
*'  ing  her,   *  and  even  if  your  reception 
*'  had  been  a  hundred  times  lefs  civil, 
*'  the  pleafure  of  feeing  your  lovely  niece 
^*  would  have  been  enough  to  make  me 
"  forget   it.     Her  charms  have  pierced 
^'  my  heart :  (he  lives  in  a  fpot  unworthy 

"  of 


214         THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

"  of  her  ;  fo  much  beauty  fhould  not  be 
*^  buried  in  a  difmal  retirement.  Quit 
"  this  houfe  and  all  you  have  in  it  ; 
*'  you  fhali  find  yourfelf  amply  repaid 
**  by  the  abundance  I  will  heap  upon 
"  you  both  :  your  niece  (hall  in  future 
*'  have  my  feraglio  for  her  refidence  ; 
"  yet  you  fhall  not  lofe  her  ;  I  will  not 
'^  feparate  your  hearts,  you  fhall  live 
"  together.*  —  '  Seigneur,'  replied  the 
*'  aunt,  *  you  overpower  us  with  favours 
*'  which  we  can  never  merit.  You  afk 
*^  for  my  niece  Bazilla  :  I  am  perfuaded 
**  her  inclination  would  lead  her  to  ac- 
"  company  a  prince  like  you,  propofing 
"  to  raife  her  to  fo  high  a  degree  of 
"  honour  ;  but  fhe  is  not  mine  :  her 
«'  brother  Merlin  left  her  under  my 
^*  care  5  I  expeft  him  back  immediately, 
**  and  with  him  one  of  his  friends,  whom 
«'  he  intends  for  his  filler's  hufband* 
<^  Have  the  goodnefs,  feigneur,  to  delay 
2  "  for 
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"  for  a  (hort  time  the  honour  you  pro- 
**  pofe  for  her,  that  my  nephew  may 
**  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my 
*'  breach  of  fidelity,  and  the  honour 
"  you  heap  upon  our  family  will  prompt 
*^  him  to  refufe  her  to  his  friend,  and 
^'  prefent  her  to  you/ 

**  Lovers  are  not  fond  of  delays,  nor 
*'  did  the  prince  relifh  thefe  reafons.  *  It 
"  is  no  breach  of  fidelity,'  replied  he, 
*^  *  to  obey  the  will  of  your  Sophi.  My 
"  love  cannot  reftrain  itfelf  to  fuch  con- 
**  ditions ;  her  brother  Ihall  have  no 
"  caufe  to  complain  ;  come  away/  The 
**  aunt  would  have  replied,  but  the  prince 
**  by  a  motion  (howed  her  (he  was  to  obey 
^^  inftantly.  He  went  up  at  the  fame 
'/*  time  and  faluted  Bazilla,  who  received 
*'  him  with  an  air,  which,  though  ac- 
"  companied  with^a  modeft  timidity,  had 
'*  a  degree  of  confidence  worthy  one 
"  more    accuftomed    to   greatnefs,     A 

"  horfe 
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*^  horfe  was  immediately  prepared  for 
*^  her  by  the  Sophi,  and  another  for  her 
*'  aunt.  The  prince  never  left  the  fide 
"  of  Bazilla  :  he  obferved  in  her  an- 
"  fwers  an  underftanding,  if  not  culti- 
*'  vated,  at  leafl  difpofed  to  receive  the 
*'  mod  refined  and  polifhed  impreflions. 
*'  She  did  not  appear  abaflied.  '  Is  the 
*'  little  violence  I  have  done  your  aunt's 
*'  inclination/  faid  the  prince,  '  difagree- 
"  able  to  you,  fair  Bazilla  ?  and  are  you 
"  as  reludant  to  go  with  me,  as  fhe  was 
'^  to  let  me  take  ycu  ?' — '  The  honour 
^'  you  do  me,  and  your  kindnefs,*  re- 
*'  plied  Bazilla,  ^  are  worthy  of  a  dif- 
*^  ferent  feeling.  The  reafons  of  my 
"  aunt's  reludance  can  have  no  weight 
"  on  my  mind,  and  the  hufband  in- 
*'  tended  for  me  by  my  brother,  has  no- 
*'  thing  fo  charming  in  him  as  to  blot 
"  from  my  heart  the  gratitude  I  owe 
"  to  you.' 

"  III 
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**  In  this  manner  did  the  prince  and 
*'  Bazilla  converfe  till  they  reached  the 
*'  palace.  I  will  not  tire  you  with  a 
*'  minute  detail  of  occurrences,  fuffice  it 
**  to  know  that  the  prince  became  more 
*^  and  more  devoted  to  Bazilla,  that  fhe 
"  returned  his  affedtion,  that  her  good 
"  fortune  made  no  change  in  the  mo- 
*'  defty  of  her  deportment,  and  that  the 
^'  honour  to  which  the  love  of  the  prince 
**  had  exalted  her  only  made  her  heart 
*'  more  familiar  with  nobility  and  gran- 
*^  deur,  without  creating  any  vanity 
«  in  it. 

"  Things  were  in  this  ftatc  when  Ba- 
*^  zilla's  brother  arrived,  as  his  aunt  faid 
*^  he  would.  His  friend,  the  propofed 
^*  hufband  of  Bazilla,  whofe  name  was 
"  Loran,  accompanied  him  with  the 
*'  eagernefs  of  a  man  who  flatters  him- 
"  felf  that  he  is  about  to  become  the 
"  poffeflbr  of  the  fined  woman  in  the 

TOL.  Ill,  JL,  ^^  world. 
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"  world.  But  what  was  the  aftonifti- 
"  ment  of  both,  when  the  lervant  who 
'-  was  left  to  take  care  of  the  houfe  in- 
*^  formed  them  of  Bazilla's  adventure, 
*'  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Sophi 
*'  had  carried  her  away  to  the  feraglfo 
*'  with  her  aunt.  The  lover  turned  pale 
*'  at  this  intelligence,  and  Bazilla's  bro- 
*^  ther  condoled  with  him  as  well  as 
"  he  could,  but  in  his  heart  he  was 
''  charmed  with  the  high  rank  his  fider 
*'  held,  and  with  the  profpedt  of  that 
*'  which  he  hoped  in  future  to  hold  him- 
"  felf.  *  I  am  forry/  fald  he  to  his 
"  friend,  '  that  a  power  fo  fuperior  has 
*'  fnatched  my  fifter  from  you  :  you  fee 
*^  I  would  have  kept  my  word  with  you, 
«'  but  what  can  I  do  with  the  Sophi  but 
*'  fubmit,  and  thank  him  for  the  favour 
*'  he  has  conferred  on  Bazilla  ?  Be 
♦'  comforted,  my  dear  friend  ;  in  ail 
^*  likelihood  the  Sophi  will  heap  favours 

«  on 
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*'  OH  me,  and  though  it  has  not  been 
'^  in  my  power  to  give  you  my  fiiler, 
"  I  can  (hare  my  fortune  with  you  :  I 
^'  will  engage  my  fifter  to  beg  the  prince 
*'  to  make  you  amends  for  your  lofs, 
"  and  you  will  be  in  a  fituation  to  form 
"  an  alliance  infinitely  fuperior  to  that 
*^  with  me/ — '  I  am  very  much  obliged 
^^  to  you  for  all  your  offers,*  replied 
"  Loran,  *  I  have  lofl  Bazilla,  I  loved 
"  her,  my  longing  heart  mufl  love  her 
"  ever ;  the  hope  of  making  her  mine 
^'  has  left  an  imprefllon  which  death 
"only  can  efface;  enjoy  the  honours 
"  you  reafonably  expedl,  but  leave  me 
"  4:0  die  of  grief/  Bazilla's  brother 
"  drove  in  vain  to  moderate  the  effects 
"  of  his  defpair  by  the  mofl  confolatory 
^^  arguments ;  all  he  faid  but  augmeiited 
"  the  fufferings  of  his  friend,  and  he 
"  ceafed  to  mention  the  caufe. 
^'  Meanwhile  the  prince,  who  from 
L  2  "  time 
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'  time  to  time  had   fent  to  enquire  if 
'  Bazilla's  brother  was  returned,  heard 

*  of  his   arrival.     Merhn   immediately 

*  received  an  order  to  come  with  his 
*^  friend  to  the  Sophi.     The  defpairing 

Loran  was  at  firft  averfe  to  accom- 
panying his  friend.  *  No,  no,'  faid 
he  to  him,  *  go  by  yourfelf :  though 
he  be  a  prince,  the  refpedl  and  vene- 
ration impofed  by  his  rank  on  other 
men,  have  no  effedl  on  me ;  I  hate 
him,  he  is  a  rival  the  more  hideous 
on  account  of  his  power.  What  has 
this  proud  Sophi  to  fay  to  me  ?  I  want 
nothing  of  him :  death  is  the  only 
comfort  I  can  think  of  now.*  How- 
ever, in  fpite  of  thefe  gufts  of  paflion, 
Merlin  argued  fo  reafonabiy  with  him, 
that  he  at  length  prevailed  upon  him 
to  appear  before  the  Sophi. 
**  The  prince  received  Bazilla's  bro- 
^*  ther  with  every  mark  of  goodnefs  and 

"  fwcet- 
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fweetnefs.  To  Loran  he  faid ;  '  Ba- 
zilla  was  to  have  been  yours,  but  I 
found  her  worthy  of  my  afFedions  : 
if  you  love  her  truly,  her  elevation 
will  confole  you  for  the  lofs  of  her: 
yet  it  is  my  intention  to  foften  the 
difappointment  you  muft  have  felt  by 
improving  your  lot  in  life.  Go  to 
my  treafurer,  he  has  received  an 
order  to  deliver  a  confiderable  fum  of 
money  to  you  ;  befides  which,  you 
may  in  future  exped  every  thing  from 
my  favour.  As  for  you,  Merlin,  whole 
filler  I  have  the  happinefs  to  call  mine, 
you  (hall  in  return  have  one  of  my 
fifters  in  marriage/  Merlin  threw 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  Sophi  to 
thank  him  for  the  honour  he  conferred 
upon  him  ;  and  his  friend  followed 
his  example,  but  with  a  bad  grace  and 
a  conftrained  air.  The  Sophi  per- 
ceived it,  but  having  a  great  (hare  of 
L  3  "  huma- 


222         THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

**  humariity,  and  knowing  by  the  hap- 
**  pinefs  he  enjoyed  with  Bazilla  what 
"  the  feeh'ngs  of  a  man  who  had  loft 
"  her  might  be,  he  forga/e  Merlin's 
"  friend  for  the  little  gratitude  he  fhowed 
**  for  the  prefent  he  had  made  him. 
*^  Merlin,  before  he  left  the  prince, 
*^  begged  to  embrace  his  fifter,  to  which 
*^  the  Sophi  confented,  and  bade  him 
**  return  next  day*  This  he  did  not 
**  fail  to  do  :  he  and  his  fifter  had  an 
*'  affedionate  meeting,  and  as  he  had 
**  not  ken  her  for  a  long  time>  he  was 
"  himfelf  furprifed  at  her  beauty. 

**  In  a  few  days  Merlin  married  the 
*'  Sophi's  fifier,  who,  next  to  Bazilla, 
**  was  the  handfomed  woman  in  Perfia. 
"  Loran  called  upon  the  treafurer,  who 
*'  delivered  to  him  a  fum  of  money 
**  enough  to  make  him  rich  for  the  reft 
**  of  his  life.  He  was  no  fooner  in  pof- 
*'  feffion  of  it  than  he  refolved  to  leave 

"  Perfia,. 
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**  Perfia,  and  endeavour,  by  travelling,  to 
"  efface  the  fad  impreflion  that  remained 
"  on  his  heart.  He  fet  out,  after  bid- 
"  dmg  adieu  to  Merlin,  who  did  not 
"  forget  hinifelf  or  thofe  whom  birth 
."  had  made  his  equal  becaufe  he 
**  was  brother-in-law  to  the  Sophi.  He 
"  made  ufe  of  the  fortune  by  wliich  he 
*'  was  elevated  above  them  only  to  make 
*'  them  love  him  the  more. 

*'  Loran  fet  out  on  his  travels 
**  with  a  heavy  heart.  On  the  third 
"  day,  as  he  was  riding  on  a  rugged 
"  road,  he  perceived  a  venerable  old 
**  man  afleep  on  a  rock  :  at  fome  paces 
*'  from  him  he  faw  a  woman  with  a 
<^  dagger  in  her  hand  dealing  towards 
*^  him  as  foftly  as  (he  could  for  fear  of 
*'  waking  him.  The  woman's  refolu- 
^'  tion  to  murder  the  man  abforbed  her 
*'  fo  much  in  the  thoughts  of  the  crime 
^'  (he  was  going  to  commit,  and  of  the 
L  4  "  meafures 
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"  meafures  neceffary  to  complete  It  fuc- 
"  cefsfully,  that  fhe  did  not  obferve 
**  Loran.  She  was  now  clofe  to  the  old 
"  man,  and  was  raifing  her  hand  to 
**  plunge  the  dagger  into  his  heart,  when 
"  Loran,  excited  by  compaflion,  gave  a 
**  loud  cry,  and  fpurred  on  his  horfe 
*'  to  prevent  the  woman  from  commit- 
"  ting  the  murder.  At  the  cry  he 
*^  gave,  and  the  trampling  of  his  horfe 's 
**  feet,  the  old  man  awoke,  and  the  firft 
^*  cbjed  that  flruck  his  opening  eyes 
"  was  the  woman  with  the  dagger  up- 
"  lifted  to  kill  him.  On  this  fhe  at- 
*'  tempted  to  ftab  herfelf  in  rage  for 
**  having  failed,  but  her  defpair  was  of 
*'  no  ufe  to  her,  and  (he  endeavoured  in 
"  vain  to  plunge  the  dagger  into  her 
*'  own  bofom.  *  You  cannot  kill  your- 
•*  felf,'  faid  the  old  man  to  her,  rubbing 
*'  his  eyes  as  calmly  as  if  he  had  been 
awakened  by  a  moft  agreeable  adven- 

"  ture; 
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*^  ture ;  'your  dagger  would  give  you  too 
"  mild  a  death,  ill  fuited  to  your  perfidy : 
"  live,    wretch !    to  be   for   ever   dying 
"  with  an  eternal  languor,   to  preferve 
*'  only  fo  much  of  life  as  is  neceflary  to 
*'  make  you  feel   the  horror  of  a  death 
**  conflantly  at  hand/     He  then  rofe, 
"  leaning  on  a  fhort  ftick,  and  turning 
**  towards  Loran    faid  :    '  Stranger,   to 
"  whom  I  owe  my  life,  approach,  and 
**  know  that  the  bed  fortune  that  could 
*'  have  happened  to  you  was  that  of  ren- 
**  dering  me   this  fervice.     You  appear 
"  to  me  fatigued,  come  and  reft  yoarfelf 
"  at  my  abode/     Saying  which,  he  fird 
*«  advanced   towards  Loran,  whom  the 
"  fruitlefs  attempts  of  the  woman's  de- 
**  fpair  and  the  words  of  the  old  man 
"  had  rendered  motionlefs. 

.  "  *  You  are,  no  doubt,  furprifed  at  all 

•*  you  fee,'  continued  the  old  man,  *  and 

**  you  are  alarmed  by  what  you  have  ob- 

h  5  •*  ferved 
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*'  ferved  that  is  marvellous :  but  take 
*'  courage,  you  are  fafe,  and  for  the  pre- 
*«  {<ini  were  all  the  world  armed  againft 
*^  your  life,  all  the  world  could  not  hurt 
<^  you.' 

"  On  hearing  the  old  man  talk  in  this 
*^  manner,  Loran  alighted  from  his  horfe, 
*'  and  haftening  to  meet  him  with  the 
*'  refped  due  to  his  age,  and  perhaps  to 
*'  the  power  he  fufpe^led  him  to  be  pof- 
"  fefTed  of,  replied :  '  It  delights  me  to 
"  have  faved  you  from  death,  which  hav- 
*'  ing  fpared  you  fo  long  ought  not  now 
"  to  take  you  oflF  with  fuch  tragic  vio- 
•'  lence.  I  will  accompany  you  wherever 
**  you  pleafe  ;  the  veneration  1  feel  for 
^'  you  prevents  all  diflrufl:,  and  I  will  ac- 
**  cept,  with  all  the  fenfibility  my  heart 
*'  is  capable  of,  the  favours  you  choofe  to 
**  confer  upon  me,  though  I  require  no 
**  more  than  the  pleafing  acknowledge- 

**  raent 
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'*  ment  you  have  expreffed.'  The  old 
*'  man  embraced  him,  and  taking  him 
"  by  the  hand  led  him  up  to  the  woman 
"  who  had  remained  fixed  in  the  attl- 
"  tude  of  a  perfon  attempting  to  kill  her- 
"  felf :  fhe  was  motionlefs  in  every  part 
"  except  her  eyes,  but  thofe  vyere  fufH* 
*'  cient  to  exprefs  all  the  rage  fhe  felti 
*^  Her  looks  were  furious,  full  of  fire, 
**  and  call  now  on  the  old  man,  now  on 
*'  Loran,  in  a  terrible  manner.  Loran 
"  fhuddered  as  he  approached  her. 
"  '  Fear  nothing,'  faid  the  old  man  ; 
"  '  terrible  as  you  behold  her,  {he  is 
'*  lefs  dangerous  than  the  Hick  in 
•*  my  hand.'  Saying  which,  he  fnatched 
**  from  her  hand  the  dagger  as  (he 
*'  flill  held  it  pointed  to  her  bread. 
*f  'Move,'  cried  he,  in  a  voice  more 
«'  powerful  than  could  be  natural  to  him, 
"  '  move ;  obey  my  command.'  The 
*'  woman  obeyed,  having  firft  darted  a 
L  6  *'  horrible^ 
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*'  horrible  look  at  him.  As  fhe  walked, 
"  her  motion  feemed  as  if  the  efFe£l  of 
•'  extraordinary  fprings. 

"  Loran,  though  in  a  fituation  not  to 
"  be  frightened  by  death,  could  not  help 
*'  feeling  a  certain  fhuddering  at  fight  of 
"  fuch  things.     The  old  man  continued 
*'  to  heap  kindneffes  upon  him,  and  told 
**  him   who    the   woman   was   that   at- 
*'  tempted  to  kill  him.     *  You  fee  me,* 
'*  faid  he  to  Loran,  *  in  a  very  advanced 
"  age  :  I  have  been  alive  two  hundred 
"  years.      I   fhall    fay   nothing   of  the 
**  chance  that  led  me  to  apply  myfelf  to 
*'  the  occult  fciences  and  alchemy  :  after 
.  "  much    travelling,  many  experiments^ 
**  adventures,  and  misfortunes,  I  have 
''  attained  an  almofl:  perfedl  knowledge 
*'  of  moft  of  the  fecrets  of  Nature.  I  am 
'*  acquainted  with  fimples,  I  give  a  new 
*'  youth  to  whom  I  pleafe,  I  could  turn 
"  a  hundred  mountains  into  gold  in  as 

«  little 
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"  little  time  as  it  requires  to  meafure 
*'  their  circumference;  I  reftore  health  to 
*'  to  thofe  who  have  loft  it  through  age 
*^  or  a  bad  conftitution,  and  1  am  now 
*^  labouring  to  difcover  the  fecret  of  re- 
"  ftoring  life,  nor  do  I  defpair  of  pufhing 
*^  ing  my  knowledge  and  art  even  beyoud 
"  death.  I  now  command  the  fpirits  of 
**  of  hell,  fuperior  intelligences  arefubje6t 
"  to  me,  I  enflave  the  bad,  and  compel 
*'  them  by  my  invocations  to  obey  me  ; 
"  the  good  are  eager  to  be  ufef  ul  to  me  ; 
"  in  ihort,  my  dear  preferver,  there  are 
**  few  things  that  I  do  not  know,  few 
*'  pleafures  which  I  have  not  fhared,  few 
*'  fituations  in  which  I  have  not  been* 
**  I  have  (etn  almoft  the  whole  habi- 
**  table  earth  ;  1  have  always  travelled 
•*  with  fafety,  fonietimes  by  land,  fome- 
**  times  by  water,  fometimes  in  the  air, 
"  fometimes  vifible,  fometimes  invifible  ;. 
*'  in  (hort,  in  whatever  manner  I  pleafed. 

«  I  have 
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"  I  have  the  fecret  of  changing  boJies 
"  when  mine  wears  out,  and  as  the  foul 
"  never  grows  old,  I  make  myfelf  when 
"  I  pleafe  as  handfome  and  blooming  as 
"  a  youth  of  twenty  :  for  this,  indeed, 
**  I  muft  find  bodies,  for  I  cannot  make 
*'  them  for  myfelf,  but  death  that  mows 
*'  down  fuch  numbers  of  young  people, 
*'  of  princes,  nobles,  plebeians,  officers, 
"  magiftrates  and  others,  furnifhes  me 
**  with  but  too  many  opportunities  when 
"  I  have  a  mind  to  lodge  my  foul  in  a 
"  youthful  body  ;  and  I  have  this  advan- 
*'  tage,  that  the  body,  when  I  take  pof- 
*'  feffion  of  it,  whatever  may  have  been 
*'  its  difeafe,  whatever  wound  or  other 
*'  violence  it  may  have  received,  imme- 
*'  diately  recovers  its  original  plumpnefs 
*^  and  health.  Now  to  tell  you  how 
"  I  manage  matters :  when  I  tire  of  the 
"  body  I  have,  I  tranfport  myfelf  by  my 
*'  art  to   Court,   the  army,    town,   or 

"  where. 
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"  where  I  will  :  in  thofe  places  I  fee  who 
^^  are  fick,  and  take  my  meafures  accord- 
"  ingly.  If,  for  example,  at  Court  I  find 
"  th€  fpn  of  a  nobkman  ill,  I  know  infal- 
*'  libly  by  ray  art  whether  he  will  die  of 
''  the  difeafe  or  not ;  and  I  make  it  a  point 
"  never  to  attempt  to  haflen  the  death 
"  of  thofe  that  may  recover  :  but  fhould 
^^  I  find  that  the  young  nobleman  muft 
"  die,  I  render  myfelf  invifible,  and  take 
^^  an  opportunity  when  he  opens  his 
"  mouth  to  blow  a  little  duft  down  his 
"  throat,  which  finifhes  him  in  about 
*'  half  an  hour.  As  foon  as  he  has  given 
*'  up  the  ghoft  I  quit  my  body,  which 
"  by  the  power  of  my  art  I  caufe  to  va- 
"  nifh,  or  rather  to  be  annihilated,  and 
''  I  enter  into  the  body  of  the  youthj 
"  who  is  thought  to  be  really  dead  for 
^'  fome  moments.  I  then  adroitly  give 
*'  fome  figns  of  life  by  breathing  foftly, 
^*  not  wilhing  to  aftonifh  by  a  wonderful 

*'  change) 
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*^  change ;  I  come  to  myfelf  gradually, 
*'  and  fpeak,  keeping  the  palenefs  of  a 
*'  fick  man :  the  parents  rejoice,  and  I 
*'  am  pronounced  out  of  danger.  1  ma- 
*'  nage  myfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  that  my 
*'  recovery  does  not  feem  extraordinary, 
"  and  getting  at  length  on  my  legs  I  ap- 
*<  pear  the  nobleman's  fon.  In  this  (late 
"  I  live  fome  time  if  the  iituation 
"  pleafes  mej  for  you  muft  underftand 
"  that  in  taking  the  body  of  the  youth, 
**  I  know  inftantly  all  that  he  knew ;  I 
*'  have  the  fame  acquaintances,  and  the 
*^  fame  miftrefles  :  and  when  the  fancy 
"  for  living  in  this  manner  is  over, 
*'  I  efcape  the  (horteft  way,  and  take 
"  fome  other  body ;  a  woman's  if  I  like. — 
*'  I  have  now  given  you  a  ihort  detail  of 
*'  my  knowledge  and  of  my  fecrets  j  it 
**  remains  for  me  to  tell  you,  that  five 
*'  and  twenty  years  ago,  as  I  was  going 
**  though  a  ftreet  in  a  town,  I  faw  a  mi- 

"  ferable 
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*'  ferable  young  woman  going  to  be  exe- 
•'  cuted  for  having,  it  was  faid,  poifoned 
"  her  father  and  mother,  becaufe  they 
"  prevented  her  marrying  a  young  man 
"  with  whom  (he  was  in  love.  She  ap- 
"  peared  to  me  at  a  diftance  exquifitely 
"  beautiful.  I  went  near  her,  and  faw  that 
"  (he  was  not  more  than  eighteen,  and 
^*  a  tender  pity  took  pofleflion  of  my 
"  heart.  At  that  time  I  had  the  perfon 
**  of  a  rich  merchant,  whofe  wealth  and 
*'  and  good  looks  had  made  him  the  fa- 
**  voured  lover  of  one  of  the  mod  lovely 
"  women  of  the  place  :  this  man  had 
"  died  ;  I  loved  the  lady,  and  had  in 
*'  vain  tried  to  infpire  her  with  a  recipro- 
**  cal  pafTionin  the  perfon  of  a  handfome 
"  young  man,  when  the  merchant  fell 
"  fick  :  1  took  his  body,  and  fucceeded 
"  to  his  good  fortune, 

**  ^  In  that  dale  I  was  walking  through 
"  the  (Ireets,  v/hen   the  young  w^oman 

''  caught 
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**  caught  my  eyes :  her  youth  and  beau- 
"  ty  as  I  told  you  melted  my  heart.  I 
"  inftantly  disappeared,  and  rifing  into 
"  the  air,  fnatched  her  from  the  hands 
*'  of  the  executioner,  who  feeling  her 
"  torn  from  him  without  feeing  any  one, 
*'  fled  in  a  fright.  The  moment  I  had 
*'  her  m  my  power,  I  rendered  her  like- 
*^  wife  invifible,  and  tranfported  her  in 
"  an  infVant  to  the  place  of  my  retire- 
**  ment.  Now  this  young  woman  is  no 
**  other  than  (he  who  was  going  to  flab 
*'  me,  and  from  whofe  treachery  you  pre- 
"  ferved  me.  You  may  imagine  that 
"  fhe  was  extremely  aftonifhed  on  find- 
**  ing  herfelf  alone  with  me,  at  the  bot- 
"  tom  of  a  cavern  where  I  dwelled,  and 
**  where  by  my  art  I  have  hollowed  fub- 
**  terranean  apartments,  which  are  light- 
"  ed  by  lamps  perpetually  burning,  but 
"  into  which  the  light  of  day  never 
**  enters.     To  be  brief,  I   became  paf- 

"  fionately 
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**  fionately  m  love  with  her.  I  made  her 
**  completely  acquainted  wkh  what  I  was, 
"  and  with  the  power  I  poflTefled  ;  and, 
"  flill  in  the  perfon  of  the  dead  merchant, 
*'  manifefted  the  mod  ardent  tendernefs 
**  for  her,  affuring  her  that  I  fhould  love 
*'  her  all  my  life,  that  her  happinefs  with 
"  me  fhould  furpafs  that  of  the  greatefl 
"  princefs's,  and  that  her  every  wifh 
*'  fhould  be  fatisfied.  In  telling  her  all 
*'  my  fecrets,  I  had,  however,  concealed 
"  my  age,  and  the  power  I  had  of  chang- 
"  ing  bodies,  fearing  fhe  might  be 
'*  fhocked  at  the  idea.  She  became  ha- 
"  bituated  to  my  ways,  and  we  enjoyed 
*^  for  fome  years  the  pleafure  of  the 
"  fweeteft  union  :  I  had  never  been  fo 
"  happy.  But  as  there  is  a  certain  day 
"  in  the  week,  on  which  1  am  compelled 
*'  to  wear  in  my  face  all  the  wrinkles 
"  and  uglinefs  of  my  age,  I  always 
"  made  it  a  point  with  her,    that  fhe 

"  fhould 
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**  fhould  leave  me  thofe  days  at  liberty 
**  to  do  as  I  would  with  myfelf.  This 
"  excited  her  curiofity  :  (he  pretended 
•'  to  grant  freely  what  I  requeued,  but 
*'  fecretly  refolved  to  make  herfelf  ac- 
**  quainted  with  the  caufe  I  had  for  ab- 
**  fenting  myfelf  on  thofe  days.  In  the 
**  morning  of  one  of  them  I  rofe  early  ; 
**  fhe  feigned  to  be  in  a  deep  fleep,  and 
*^  I  thought  her  fo.  I  haftened  on  my 
**  clothes,  time  prefTed,  my  wrinkles 
*'  took  pofTeffion  of  my  face,  and  even  as 
*«  I  drefled  I  became  bent  beneath  the 
•'  weight  of  years.  She  watched  me, 
*'  and  perceiving  my  transformation, 
"  gave  a  fcreara,  exclaiming  at  the  fame 
**  time,  Heavens  !  what  do  I  fee  ?  what 
**  means  this  change  ?  I  turned  pale  at 
*^  thefe  words,  flew  into  a  rage,  and  the 
"  firit  impulfes  of  my  paffion  had  nearly 
**  proved  fatal  to  her  :  but  fhe  had 
*^  fwooned,  and  the  fjght  of  her  in  that 

«  ftatc 
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**  ftate  difpelled  my  anger;  I  brought  her 
*'  to  herfelf,  and  determining  to  make  a 
**  virtue  of  neceflityj  I  revealed  my  fe- 
**  cret  to  her,  and  the  fatality  of  thofe 
**  particular  days  on  which  I  was  obliged 
*'  to  become  fuch  as  fhe  faw  me.  I  told 
**  her  that  I  would  always  take  care  to 
*'  keep  away  from  her  at  thofe  times,  and 
••  faid,  that  as  the  transformation  lafted 
**  but  a  day,  fhe  ought  not  to  be  fo 
•*  much  fhocked.  She  appeared  recon- 
**  ciled,  but  the  traitrefs  again  feigned, 
•'  and  fecretly  relolved  to  get  rid  of  me ; 
**  for  in  the  account  I  had  given  her,  I 
**  had  imprudently  confeflcd  that  in  the 
*•  ftate  in  which  fhe  faw  me,  no  charm 
**  could  prote(fl  me  from  death,  if  I  did 
**  not  take  care  to  fwallow,  on  thofe 
"  days,  a  vial  of  the  juice  of  a  certain 
**  herb,  which  affifted  me  to  ga  through 
**  the  day  till  the  next  morning.  It  was 
^  from  an  impulfe  of  tendernefs  or  in- 

"  difcreet 
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*^  difcreet  confidence,  that  I  confefTed  this 
^'  fatal  fecret  to  her :  (he  did  not  forget 
'^  it,  and  refolved  to  take  advantage  of 
"  it,  well  knowing  that  after  my  death 
"  {he  would  have  it  in  her  power  to  lead 
"  a  happy  life,  as  I  had  taught  her 
'^  al mod  all  my  fecrets.  After -this  im-. 
*'  prudent  difclofure,  I  left  her,  not  to 
"  return  till  the  next  day.  When  I  faw- 
"  her  again,  fhe  appeared  contented,  and 
"  I  never  fufpeded  her  defign  :  no  doubt 
"  fhe  had  never  found  an  opportunity, 
'^  till  that  of  my  falling  afleep  on  the 
"  rock,  in  the  flate  in  which  you  now 
*'  fee  me.' 

«'  As  the  old  man  finiihed  this  afto- 
"  nifhing  (tory,  they  arrived  at  the  en-. 
*^  trance  of  his  cavern.  The  woman,, 
^'  who  walked  before,  went  in  the  firO:, 
*^  and  the  magician  then  fhowed  Loran 
^f>>  in,^nd  followed.  It  was  rather  dark 
"  .at  the  entrance,  but  after  a  few  pacesj 

"  a  bril- 
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^^  a  brilliant  light  fucceeded  the  dark- 

''  nefs :  he  found  a  fpacious  hall,  whence 

"  he  pafTed  through  feveral  apartments, 
*'  .encreafing  in  magnificence,  and  enter- 

"  ed  a  clofet  where  the  magician   bade 

"  him  flop.     Prom   this  clofet   the  old 

*'  man  went  into  another,   in  which  he 
*^ locked  up  the  woman,  after  loading 

"  her  with  chains.     He  then  returned 

"  to  Loran  who  was  (truck  dumb  at  his 

''  extraordinary    adventure.      '  Come,' 

"  faid  he,    ^  it  is  time  for  you  to   take 

*'  fome  refreftiment.'      As    he  faid   this 

"  he  (lamped  with  his  foot,  and   Loran 

"  faw  a  table  with  a  magnificent  banquet 

"  rife  from   the  floor.      The  magician 

*'  (tamped  again,  and  immediately  there 

*^  appeared    a   fideboard   provided  with 

*'  all  kinds  of  wines  and  liquors.  '  Come, 

''  let  us  eat,'    faid  he  to  Loran,    '  and 

"  do  not  think  that  thefe  difhes  can  hurt 

'*^  you,  or  that  they  are  illufions:    I  will 
13                                "  let 
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*'  fet  you  the  example  and  eat  firfl. 
"  This  is  the  ufual  way  in  which  my  ta- 
''  ble  is  ferved  :  I  have  no  occafion  for 
*^  fervants,  and  am  not  the  worfe  ferv- 
"  ed,  as  you  fee.'  The  magician  then 
•*  began  to  eat,  and  Loran  followed  his 
**  example. 

**  Loran,  indeed,  obeyed  through  de- 
*'  ference,  for  thefe  forts  of  fights  were 
**  not  calculated  to  give  an  appetite ;  be- 
"  fides  which,  the  unfortunate  refult  of 
"  his  paflion  was  always  in  his  mind ; 
"  though  he  eat  then,  it  was  in  fo  me- 
**  lancholy  a  mood,  that,  after  the  repaft, 
*'  the  magician  faid  to  him  :  *  Seigneur, 
**  you  appeared  to  me,  throughout  our 
*'  repaft,  thoughtful  and  fad  ;  a  gloomy 
"  anxiety  was  painted  on  your  brow  j 
**  are  you  apprehenfive  that  I  may  con- 
"  fine  you  here  againft  your  will  ?  Speak, 
*'  and  let  me  know  if  there  is  any  thing 
"  that  makes  you  unhappy  j  I  am  under 
4  "  an 
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^'  an  obligation  to  you,  that  would 
^*  prompt  me  to  do  every  thing  for  you.* 
*'  Here  the  Magician  flopped  and  waited 
*'  for  Loran's  reply,  who  remained 
"  filent  for  fome  time,  with  his  eyes  fix- 
*'  ed  on  the  ground  :  at  length,  raifing 
"  them  5  '  alas  !  feigneuf, '  faid  he, 
*'  *  you  are  more  indebted  to  accident 
^'  than  to  me,  for  the  fervice  I  have  ren- 
*'  dered  you  :  no  man  living  but  would, 
"  on  fuch  an  occafion  have  done  as 
"  much  ^  but  were  you  a  thoufand 
"  times  more  grateful,  were  you  even 
^^  more  defirous  to  ferve  me,  my  woes 
"  are  of  a  nature  that  admit  no  remedy, 
*'  I  had  a  miftrefi;,  the  fifter  of  a  friend, 
**  who  had  promifed  to  give  her  to 
*'  me  in  marriage,  as  foon  as  we  re- 
*'  turned  from  a  long  journey  we  had 
**  taken  together.  Before  we  left  home 
"  ihe  feemed  pleafed  enough  with  mj 
«'  paffionj  but  when  we  returned,  I  was 
VOL.  III.  M  *' informed^ 
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*'  informed,  that  the  Sophi  had  taken 
**  her  from  me ;  having  [ten  her  by 
*'  chance,  when  hunting,  and  fallen  in 
*'  love  with  her :  and  now,  in  the  fe- 
*'  raglio,  fhe  enjoys  the  greatefl:  favours 
*^  that  fortune  can  beftow,  and  lavi{hes 
•*  hers  on  my  powerful  rival.  I  fled  in 
*'  defpair,  refolving  to  die,  or  conquer  a 
*f  love  that  undermines  my  health.  Such, 
*'  if  you  can  remedy  them,  feigneur,  are 
*^  my  woes/ — *  I  forgive  you,'  replied 
"  the  Magician,  '  for  doubting  my 
*'  power.  A  lover  in  defpair  can  fee 
*f  nothing  capable  of  rendering  him 
*'  happy  : — but  I  take  upon  me  to  make 
*'  you  as  happy  in  love,  as  you  are  now 
*'  the  reverfe  :  it  is  the  leaft  I  can  do 
*^  for  a  man  who  has  faved  my  life.  Stay 
"  fome  days  here  with  me,  and  I  will 
*'  teach  you  enough  to  fecure  you  per- 
^^  feci  happinefs.'  This  was  too  favour- 
^^  able  an  offer  to  be  rcfufed,  and  Loran 

*'  agreed 
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"  agreed  to  (lay.  To  be  brief,  you  mufl 
^'  know  that  the  Ma2;ician  inflrucled  him 
*'  fo  well,  that  inlefs  than  a  fortnight  he 
"  was  acquainted  with  almofl:  as  many 
"  natural  and  magical  fecrets  as  the  old 
^^  man   himfelf. 

"  For  twelve  days  the  woman,  bound 
"  and  chained  in  the  next  room,  conti- 
"  nued  fcreaming  in  a  dreadful  manner, 
*'  and  curfmg  the  Magician,  when  Lo- 
**  ran,  touched  with  pity,  conjured  him 
"  to  forgive  her,  or  at  lead  to  abate  her 
*'  fufferings.  Magicians  are  not  very 
"  tender-hearted :  *  No,  no,'  faid  he, 
*'  *  let  her  groan,  let  her  wifli  for  death 
*^  without  being  able  to  obtain  it  5  fhe 
^'  has  many  more  torments  to  endure, 
**  —mention  her  no  more.'  Loran 
**  reflrained  himfelf:  the  fcreams,  how- 
**  ever ;  the  dreadful  groans,  and  im- 
*'  precations  continued,  till  he  could 
**  no  longer  bear  it,  and  one  day  when 
M  2  "  the 
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^'  the  old  man  was  abfent,  knowing  the 
*'  the  fecret  by  which  he  kept  her  v/retch- 
*^  ed  and  enflaved,  while  he  preiferved 
*'  her  life,  he  deftroyed  the  enchant- 
"  ment  and  fet  her  at  liberty.  She  was, 
*'  however,  doomed  to  perifh  :  at  the 
*'  moment  Loran  broke  her  chains  the 
*'  Magician  entered,  and  turned  pale  on 
*'  feeing  what  Loran  had  done.  '  Seign- 
*^  eur,'  cried  he,  *  what  are  you  about?' 
*^  — ^  Pardon  me  what  I  have  done,'  re- 
*^  plied  Loran,  '  but  I  could  not  bear 
^<  her  groans  any  longer,  and  pity,  which 
*^  I  could  not  refifl,  is  the  fole  motive  of 
**  my  prefent  a6lion.' — '  It  is  an  adioni 
"  am  not  at  all  pleafed  with,'  replied  the 
*^  Magician,  knitting  his  brow,  and 
*'  fpeaking  in  a  conftrained  manner, 
*'  which  plainly  indicated  that  he  did  not 
*'  fay  all  he  thought,  '  but  as  this  woman 
^^  excites  fo  much  pity,  even  let  her  ex* 
^«  pire,  I  agree  to  it,' 

**He 
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*'  He  had  no  fooner  faid  the  word 
"  than  the  woman  fell  dead,  as  if  (he  had 
*'  been  (Iruck  with  lightning. 

**  *  You  are  now  fatisfied/  faid  he  to 
**  Loran,  '  and  I  can  eafily  forget  your 
"  intention  offetting  her  at  liberty,  as  it 
*'  was  the  effed  of  a  generous  fentiment.' 

"  After  this  he  appeared  fniiling  and 
*^  tranquil,  but  Loran  obferved  the  con- 
"  ftraint  he  put  upon  himfelf  in  appear- 
"  ing  pleafed,  and  he  thought  he  (liould 
**  be  loft  if  he  trufted  to  the  magician^s 
**  feigned  tranqtiillity.  He  refolved,  let 
**  what  would  happen  to  him,  to  antici- 
"  pate  him,  and  to  cut  the  thread  of  a 
'*  life  which  the  Fates  prolonged  in  fplte 
*'  of  themfelves.  The  body  of  the  wo- 
**  man  disappeared  at  the  command  of 
"  the  magician,  who  happened  on  that 
*'  day  to  have  his  wrinkles  and  aged 
*'  figure,  in  which  ftate  he  was  mortal 
*^  if  he  flept,  or  lay  along  upon  the 
M  3  <«  ground. 
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"  ground.  You  will  fee  now,  in  what 
"  manner  chance  feconded  Loran  in  the 
"  refolution  he  had  taken.  '  Let  us  leave 
"  this  room/  faid  the  old  man,  taking 
*'  Loran^s  hand  to  go  into  another,  the 
*'  paflage  to  which  was  narrow.  As  he 
*'  hobbled,  a  crutch  with  which  he  fup- 
*^  ported  himfelf  flipped  away,  and  he 
•*  fell  upon  the  ground.  Loran  inftantly 
'*  determined  to  feize  the  opportunity  ; 
*^  he  drew  a  dagger  from  his  belt,  and 
"  Hooping  as  if  to  ralfe  him,  ftabbed 
*'  him  to  the  heart :  he  bled  but  little, 
•*  and  died  grinding  his  teeth,  and  dart- 
"  ing  a  terrible  look  at  his  murderer. 
"  The  moment  he  expired  the  cavern 
*'  difappeared,  and  Loran  found  himfelf 
*f  upon  a  rock  v.'ith  the  body  of  the  old 
**  man,  and  with  the  woman's  likewife. 
•'  Having  fully  aifured  himfelf  that  the 
*'  magician  was  dead,  he  refolved  to  re- 
"  turn  to  the  Sophi's  capital,   there  to 

"  put 
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*'  put  into  execution  all  the  fecrets  he 
"  had  learned  of  the  magician. 

**  He  repaired  once  more  to  \ih  friend 
"  Merlin,  who  was  delighted  to  fee  him 
"  again.  The  firfl  days  were  fpent  m 
"  pleafureSj  and  the  treacherous  Loran, 
**  devoting  hinifelf  in  future  to  enchani- 
*'  ments,  fo  well  difgulfed  beneath  a  fhow 
"  of  joy  his  dreadful  defigns,  that  Mer- 
*^  lln  thought  him  entirely  cured.  After 
*'  a  fhort  time,  he  determined  to  execute 
*'  all  that  he  had  projedced,  and  chance 
''  foon  gave  him  an  oppertuaity.  The 
'^  Sophi,  more  and  more  enamoured  of 
''  Bazilla,  for  whofe  amufement  he  was 
*'  conftantly  contriving  new  pleafures, 
*'  invited  all  his  favourites  to  a  ^reat 
"  feaft  at  a  pleafant  villa,  given  in  ho- 
^'  nour  of  his  loved  Baziihi,  who  had 
''  exprefled  a  wifli  to  have  her  brother 
'^  ro  fup  with  her.  This  enterrainment 
''  was  given  at  night,  by  the  light  of  a 
M  4  "  thoufand 
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*'  thoufand  flambeaux,  in  a  beautiful  and 
''  fpacious  grotto,  through  which  a  hun- 
*'  dred  rivulets  murmured  agreeably  in 
*'  every  direction. 

"  Loran  was  informed  of  this  feaft  by 
"  Merlin,  who  aflured  him  that,  not- 
*^  withflanding  the  honour  conferred  on 
*'  him  by  the  Sophi,  he  could  not  be 
*^  completely  happy,  as  his  friend  was 
*'*  not  to  be  at  the  entertainment. 

"  When  Loran  judged  the  feafl;  to  be 
**  at  its  height,  he  tranfported  himfelf 
*'  by  the  force  of  art  to  the  grotto  where 
'*  the  Sophi,  Baziila,  and  the  company 
*'  v/ere  enjoying  the  fedivities  of  the 
^*  evening.  He  remained  fome  time  in- 
*'  vifible  to  contemplate  his  niiftrefs, 
*'  whom  vexation,  jealoufy,  and  the  mag- 
«^  nificcnce  with  which  flie  was  fur- 
*^  rounded,  painted  to  him  a  thoufand 
"  times  more  beautiful  and  more  amia- 
*'  ble  than  ever*    He  yielded  himfelf  to 

*'  the 
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"  the  fury  of  his  paffions  :  impatient  to 
*'  be  mafter  of  Bazilla,  he  approached 
**  the  table  juft  as  the  Sophi  was  ofFer- 
"  ing  her  a  goblet  of  a  delicious  beve- 
**  rage  with  the  fervour  of  gallantry, 
*'  and  became  vifible.  Imagine  the  fur- 
"  prife  of  thofe  who  faw  a  man  fud- 
*^  denly  appear,  where  a  moment  before^ 
*'  they  could  diftinguifh  nothing.  Bazilla 
**  gave  a  dreadful  cry,  and  hid  her  face 
*^  in  the  bofom  of  the  Sophi.  Loran 
*'  (truck  the  table  with  a  little  wand  he 
^  had  in  his  hand,  on  which  all  the 
•*  guefts  became  immoveable  ;  nor  could 
*^  the  flaves  that  waited  upon  them  ad- 
*'  vance  a  ftep  :  a  thick  cloud  put  out 
**  the  light  of  the  flambeaux,  and  enve- 
"  loped  all  the  guefts.  Loran  again 
"  waved  his  wand,  when  the  cloud  car- 
**  ried  them  all  up  into  the  air,  and 
*^  brought  them  to  the  place  where  we 
**  now  are.  You  will  perhaps  be  afto- 
M  5  "  niftied. 
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*^  nifhed,  feigneur,'*  continued  the  lady, 
to  Theodore,  '^  that  Loran  fhould  choofe 
*'  fo  diftant  a  retreat,  but  by  means  of 
**  his  art  he  knew>  not  only  that  this 
'^  place  was  very  retired,  but  that  Na- 
*^  ture  had  here  formed  a  fpacious  ca- 
*'  vern.  This  cavern  he  afterwards 
^'  completed,  difpofing  it  Into  mod  mag- 
'^  nificent  apartments,  in  imitation  of 
*'  the  magician  whom  he  had  killed. 

"  I  have  now,''  faid  the  lady,  "  to 
*^  tell  you  his  conducl  fmce  the  forcible 
"  removal  from  the  Sophi's  villa.  Of 
*'  the  cavaliers  and  Haves  included  in  it 
*'  he  made  guards,  compelling  them  by 
*'  his  power  to  guard  the  brazen  doors 
*'  with  which  the  apartments  are  fe- 
*^  cured."  Here  Theodore  informed  the 
lady  that  he  had  obferved  the  firfl:  gate 
be  had  broke  open  was  of  brafs :  '^  and,'* 
added  he,  "  as  in  fpite  of  Loran's  en- 
**  chantments  I  was  able  to  break  open 

*«  that 
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"  that  gate  and  to  put  the  guard  to 
*'  flight,  I  cannot  but  confider  this  out- 
*'  fet  as  a  prefage  that  I  fhall  completely 
*^  fucceed  in  my  adventure,  and  as  an 
*^  indication  that  I  have  been  fele-fled  to 
''  put  an  end  to  the  woes  of  all  the  cap- 
*•  lives  confined  here  byLoran.  But  go 
*'  on,  lady,  and  inform  me  how  Loraa 
*•  lives  here,  what  is  become  of  Bazilla 
*'  and  the  Sophi,  and  what  you  are  all 
*•  doing  in  this  hall. 

"  I  told  you,''  continued  the  lady, 
*'  that  at  every  door  there  are  guards 
"  formed  of  the  cavaliers  and  flaves 
"  whom  Lof  an  carried  off  from  the  feaft. 
*'  He  prolongs  their  life,  and  keeps  them 
"  always  in  the  fame  vigour.  Pie  brought 
*^  away,  at  the  fame  time,  a  great  many 
"  women,  whom  he  likewlfe  enchanted. 
"  But  firft  let  me  tell  you,  that  when 
*'  Loraii  found  tiimfelf  in  pciTelTion  of 
"  the  prince  and  Bazilla  in  this  cavern,. 
M  6  ''  he 
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**  he  immediately  chained  the  prince  and 
**  fufpended  him  to  the  ceiling  of  a  room, 
"  where  he  has  remained  ever  fmce :  at 
*^  times  his  dreadful  cries  reach  us  even 
"  here.  Having  done  this  in  his  fury, 
*'  he  made  Bazilla  fall  into  a  deep  fleep, 
"  during  which  he  pi-epared  a  charm 
"^  that  on  her  waking  difpofed  her  to 
*'  liften  favourably  to  his  abominable 
*'  love.  She  forgot  the  prince  for  fome 
*'  days,  and  recolle£led  him  only  to  de- 
«^  fire  to  ill  treat  and  infult  him,  and 
"  being  conducted  by  Loran  to  the  place 
"  w^here  he  was  fufpended,  fhe  railed 
■**  at  him  with  the  mofl:  acrimonious 
**  expreflions  which  contempt,  rage, 
*'  and  cruelty  could  fuggefl,  while  the 
**  wretched  prince  to  foften  her  faid 
*'  every  thing  that  grief  and  tenderneis 
"  in  defpair  could  imagine  her  feeU 
**  ings. 

*•  For  fome  days  Loran  fported  thus 
9  *'  with 
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*^  with  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  unfor- 
"  tunate  Bazilla.  At  length  his  love 
"  came  to  an  end,  and  he  condemned 
"  her  to  the  fame  fate  that  he  had  al- 
*'  lotted  to  the  Sophi.  He  dragged  her 
*^  himfelfto  the  place  where  the  prince 
"  was,  and,  after  a  thoufand  contempt- 
'*  uous  reproaches,  tied  her  to  his  fide, 
*'  and  left  her  fufpended  with  him. 
^^  There  thofe  unhappy  lovers  fee  each 
'*  other  only  to  feel  all  the  wretchednefs 
*'  of  witnelfing  the  perpetual  torments 
'*  of  a  beloved  objedl :  a  union  truly 
''  barbarous,  the  cruelty  of  which  ex- 
*'  ceeds  the  bounds  even  of  imagination. 
"  Bazilla  continually  implores  the  prince's 
*'  pardon  for  her  vile  conduct  to  him, 
*'  and  the  prince  never  ceafes  invoking 
*'  death  for  the  unfortunate  Bazilla.  As 
"  for  Merlin,  Loran,  confidering  that  he 
"  was  not  at  all  to  blame  in  the  carrying 
**  away  of  Bazilla  by  the  Sophi,  enchanted 

"  him 
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"  him  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  Is  de- 
*'  lighted  with  the  torments  endured  by 
*'  the  prince  and  his  filler.  Loran  had 
**  a  great  alTedion  for  him,  and  could 
*'  not  refolve  on  his  ruin  :  he  rendered 
*'  him  happy.  The  niofl  beautiful  wo- 
*'  men  in  the  world  are  at  frequent  in- 
"  tervals  tranfported  hither,  and  ren- 
*^  dered  vidims  to  the  palTions  of  both 
*'  the  friends ;  and  when  difgufl:  fucceeds 
*•  to  paffion  they  are  fhut  up  in  a  room, 
"'  the  infeded  air  of  which  poifons  them. 
**  Heavens  !  what  a  number  have  pe- 
'^  rifhed  in  this  manner !  In  the  adjoin- 
*'  ing apartment  are  confined  an  immenfe 
**  number  of  men  devoted  to  give  new 
•'  youth  both  to  Loran  and  Merlin,  and 
"  among  them  a  great  many  childrenfrom 
"  nine  to  ten  years  old,  whom  the  trea- 
"  cherous  magician  takes  from  their  pa- 
*'  rents,  and  who,  on  attaining  the  early 
*'  period  of  manhood,  expire  by  a  poifon 

"  blown 
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"  blown  into  their  mouths,  that  their 
''  bodies  may  be  animated  by  the  magi- 
"  clan  and  his  friend,  whofe  laft  vvorn- 
"  out  bodies  difappear  by  enchantment. 
*'  In  a  cave  contiguous  to  the  next  apart- 
"  ment  are  feveral  wretches  whom  the 
"  magician  when  he  firfl:  came  to  the 
"  cavern  confined  there  to  fufFer  fhock- 
*'  ing  torments :  they  were  his  enemies 
"  while  the  Sophi  reigned,  and  thofe 
'^  who  while  he  was  travelling  with  Mer- 
''  lin  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the  aunt 
*'  to  give  them  Bazilla  in  marriage :  as 
"  for  the  aunt,  fhe  died  foon  after  her 
*'  niece  removed  to  the  feraglio.  Next 
*^  to  that  cave  is  a  fmall  chamber  paved 
'^  with  iron  fquares,  which  are  always 
"  red  hot :  in  this  cave  are  (hut  up  thofe 
"  whom  a  fatal  curiofity,  or  a  generous 
*'  intrepidity,  like  yours,  induces  to  enter 
"  this  horrible  cavern.  They  fcarcely  fet 
[^  their  foot  within  the  firfl  door  whea 

"  they 
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*'  they  are  feized  by  invifible  enemies^ 
*'  who  inftantly  tranfport  them  to  the 
**  cave,  where  they  fufFer  all  the  pain  that 
*^  the  fiercefl:  fire  can  give.  They  run 
*'  to  and  fro  hke  madmen,  the  foles  of 
*'  their  feet  burnt,  feeking  relief  from 
"  their  running,  till  they  fall  with  fa* 
*'  tigue,  and  end  their  days  in  infupport- 
*'  able  torment,  unable  any  longer  to 
"  fupport  themfelves.  Such,  feigneur, 
*'  is  the  vengeance  which  the  barbarous 
"  Loran  exercifes  on  thofe  who  dare  to 
'*  difturb  his  retirement.  Fear  a  fimilar 
*'  fate  for  yourfelf :  it  is  true  that  the 
*'  breaking  of  the  brazen  door  and  the 
*'  flight  of  the  guard  are  favourable 
*'  prognoftics.  Heaven  grant  that  it  may 
^^  not  deceive  us,  and  that  by  a  vi6lory 
*'  over  our  enemies  you  may  be  rewarded 
•'  for  a  valour,  the  obj;£t  of  which  is  to 
*'  put  an  end  to  the  torments  of  fo  many 
•*  miferable  creatures:  but,  feigneur,  I 

*'  cannot 
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*'  cannot  refrain  from  telling  you  one 
"  thing,  which  you  will  probably  think 
"  a  juft  foundation  of  fear  ;  it  is  this :  I 
"  know  that  Loran^s  power  over  us,  and 
"  his  enchantments  are  to  be  ended  only 
"  by  a  woman." 

At  thefe  words  Theodore  reddened 
with  joy  at  being  the  chofen  inflrument 
for  the  deflrudion  of  thefe  abominable 
enchantments.  "  Ceafe  to  tremble  for 
"  m.e/*  he  replied  ;  "  your  woes  will 
'^  foon  be  at  end,  all  the  captives  will  be 
"  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  wicked  Loran 
"  fhall  receive  the  punifhment  due  to  his 
**  crimes,  for  nothing  can  fave  him  from 
"  my  arm.''  The  lady,  not  convinced, 
renewed  her  entreaties  and  perfuafions 
for  Theodore's  flight :  but  he  afTured  her 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  urge  him,  and  that 
were  he  even  afraid  of  perifhing,  what 
fhe  had  faid  was  enough  to  fhut  his  eyes 
to  all  danger.     Theodore  now  prepared 

to 
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to  go  into  the  other  hall,  and  through 
all  the  apartments  of  this  frightful  abode, 
to  find  the  crusl  and  barbarous  Loran  : 
but  fhrieks  and  mournful  cries  (lopped 
him.  He  liftened,  when  he  faw  the  door 
of  the  next  hall  open,  and  the  magiciaii 
himfelf  appear,  who,  trembling  at  the 
report  brought  to  him  by  the  guard  of 
the  brazen  door  which  Theodore  had 
forced,  came  attended  by  twenty  armed 
fatellites  in  fearch  of  the  rafh  man  whofe 
valour  had  been  attended  with  a  fuccefs 
which  furprifed  himfelf  j  for  it  was  true 
that  his  enchantments  were  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  only  by  a  woman,  and  the  guard 
of  the  door  had  reported  that  it  was  a  ca- 
valier who  had  forced  it.  He  had  no  no- 
tion that  this  cavalier  could  be  a  woman 
in  difguife,  and,  in  his  fright,  attributed 
the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife  either  to 
charms  more  powerful  than  his  own,  or 
to   his   want   of  care  in   renewing  the 

flrength 
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ftrength  of  thofe  which  he  had  employed 
for  his  fecurity.  With  this  idea  he  was 
going  from  place  to  place  in  queil  of  the 
rafh  cavalier,  who  had  dared  to  make 
him  tremble.  When  he  perceived  Theo- 
dore, who,  fword  in  hand,  advanced  to- 
\rards  him  as  boldly  as  if  he  had  had 
only  an  infant  to  fight  with  :  "Whence/' 
cried  he,  ''therafhnefs  of  entering  here?'* 
— "  If  it  be  rafhnefs,"  replied  Theodore, 
*'  I  hope  that  Heaven  will  deign  to  pro- 
"  fper  it."  Saying  which,  and  covering 
himfelf  with  his  buckler,  he  went  up  to 

the  magician  in  fpite  of  the  guard,  and-^ 

***** 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  how  the  combat 
terminated,  or  even  to  defcribe  the  onfet ; 
bur  this  may  be  fafely  imagined,  that  the 
Sophi  and  Bazilla  were  relieved  from 
their  fufpenfion ;  that  the  torments  of 
thofe  who  had  the  foles  of  their  feet 
broiled  were  ended  j   that  the  afflided  ia 

the 


26o         THE  KNIGHTS  ERRANT. 

the  cave  were  fet  at  liberty;  that  the 
ladies  in  the  hall  were  all  fent  home  ta 
their  friends  ;  that  the  children  were  re- 
flored  to  their  difconfolate  parents ;  the 
young  men  all  difmifled,  to  return  to 
their  various  ftates  and  vocations  ;  and 
that  the  cavern  was  dedroyed,  and  for 
ever  blocked  up ;  for  the  hd:  is,  that 
juft  as  Theodore  was  going  to  engage 
with  the  magician,  tbe  lady  Felicia  awoke^ 
and  all  the  phantoms  of  magic  vanilhed 
from  her  imagination.  In  the  valley 
where,  in  her  aflumed  character  of  Theo- 
dore, file  alighted  from  her  horfe,  fhe 
had  thrown  her  weary  limbs  on  a  fine 
turf,  on  which  {h^  had  fallen  afleep,  and 
had  dreamt  all  this  great  hiflory. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.   XIV. 

The  Squire's  fright  and  the  Knight's  valour.    An 
adventure  by  moonlight,  and  how  it  ended, 

-As  Theodore  had  flept  a  confiderable 
time ;  as  it  was  late  when  he  began  his 
adventure  ;  and  as  day  was  fad  declining 
when  he  clofed  his  heavy  eye-lids,  it  was 
quite  night  when  he  awoke,  there  being 
only  a  fine  moonlight.  His  fquire,  Fabio, 
had  alfo  fallen  afleep,  and  was  fitting 
with  his  back  againft  a  tree,  fnoring  with 
all  his  might,  when  the  voice  of  his  mafter 
unfeafonably  (truck  his  ear.  "  Come, 
Fabio,  let  us  go  on,"  cried  Theodore. 
*'  Who  calls  me  ?"  replied  Fabio,  in  his 
fleep.  "  I,"  faid  the  knight,  '<  rife." 
At  thefe  words  Fabio  awoke ;  if  opening 
the  eyes  and  not  knowing  where  one  is 

be 
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be  waking,  and,  finding  himfelf  clofe  to 
a  tree,  like  a  good  Frenchman  with  his 
bottom  to  the  ground,  began  crying  out 
that  the  devil  was  running  away  him.  At 
the  name  of  the  devil,  Theodore,  whofe 
head  was  dill  full  of  necromancy,  jumped 
up  to  affifl:  his  fquire,  if  he  flood  in  need 
of  it.  He  accordingly  went  up  to  him, 
fword  in  hand,  when  Fabio,  by  the  light 
of  the  moon  feeing  the  fteel  glitter,  awoke 
thoroughly  through  fright,  but  without 
recolleding  the  drefs  of  his  miflrefs  as 
Theodore,  at  whofe  appearance  he  gave 
a  fcream  which  made  the  hollow  valley 
ring,  and  then  fled  as  if  the  devil  himfelf 
had  been  at  his  heels.  ''  Oh  !  I  am  dead, 
**  I  am  dead,"  cried  Fabio,  in  a  voice  ill 
fuited  to  his  attire,  and  running  with  fuch 
precipitation  that  a  fhrub  tripped  him  up. 
"  Who  is  the  enemy  that  you  are  flying 
<'  from,  Fabio  ?'*faid  Theodore;  "fpeak, 
<«  are  you  afraid  of  me  ?"    Fabio  now 

recol- 
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recoUe^led  the  voice  of  his  midrefs : 
*'  Oh  !  my  dear  lady,'*  cried  he,  "  I  beg 
'^  your  pardon,  but  I  took  you  for  the 
"  devil,  on  account  of  your  fword, 
*'  Oh  !  I  fhall  die — pray  look  for  your 
^"^  bottle  of  Hungary  water — what  a 
*^  (hocking  place  to  be  in  at  night.*' 
Theodore  gave  him  the  vial  he  alked  for, 
and  endeavoured  to  difpel  the  terror  of 
his  frightened  fquire,  who  foon  after 
rofe  and  untied  the  horfes. 

Theodore  and  Fabio  now  mounted  to 
proceed  on  their  way.  The  knight  rode 
en  before,  the  better  to  indulge  his  fancy 
in  thofe  ideas  of  love  which  fuited  the 
proud  difpofition  of  his  mind  ;  but  Fabio, 
whom  the  Hungary  water  had  not  fully 
infpired  with  courage,  unable  to  keep  fo 
ftrid  a  filence  as  Theodore  obferved,  rode 
up,  and  begged  a  little  chat :  "  for  in- 
''  deed/'  faid  he,  "  this  dead  filencc 
*^  puts  me  fo  much  in  mind  of  follow- 
lo  *'  ing 
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**  lug  a  funeral  that  it  terrifies  me."— 
"  Leave  me,  Fabio/'  replied  Theodore 
gravely,  "  leave  me  to  my  feelings ;  I 
''  am  refleding  on  my  unhappy  fate, 
*'  and  filence  is  necelTary  to  my  grief."— 
«'  Nay,  my  lady,"  replied  Fabio,  "  it  is 
**  a  fate  and  a  grief  that  will  make  us 
*'  break  our  necks  fome  where  or  other, 
*'  or  lead  us  among  robbers  or  ruffians  : 
«^  pray,  my  lady,  let  us  make  a  vow  never 
"  to  ride  in  the  night,  it  is  not  fit  for 
*'  women/* — "  Women,  like  me,*'  faid 
**  Theodore,  "  are  always  fafe,  in  what- 
*'  ever  circumftances  they  may  happen 
"  to  find  themfeives/' — "  Lord,  lord  ! 
''  I  know  women  are  never  out  in  their 
'*  tongue ;  if  talk  w-ere  all,  we  iliould 
"  foon  beat  a  whole  army  of  cavaliers ; 
''  but  if  fome  country- boors,  or  other 
^'  ruffians,  were  to  come  acrofs  us  juft 
"  now,  and  by  any  odd  chance  fhouid 
"  fufped  us  not  to  be  men,  what  would 

"  becOTne 
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**  become  of  us  ?  Away  goes  all  our 
^*  money,  and  that  perhaps  not  the  worfl 
"  cither." — '*  Take  courage,"  replied 
Theodore,  ''  fear  confounds  your  under- 
"  {landing  ;  is  It  pofTible  that  you  can  be 
"  with  me,  and  fufFer  yourfelf  to  be  fo 
**  alarmed  ?     Come  on." 

Scarcely  had  the  bold  Theodore  pro- 
nounced this  valiant  fpeech,  when  the 
ears  of  our  adventurers  were  ftruck  with 
the  voices  of  men,  who  feemed  approach- 
ing very  quickly.  *^  Ah  !  my  lady,*' 
faid  Fabio,  trembling,  **  it  is  all  over 
*'  with  us."  Fablo's  fear  now  commu- 
nicated itfelf  to  the  heart  of  the  valiant 
Theodore,  who  turning  pale,  faid ;  "  You 
"  are  right,  Fabio,  it  is  not  proper  we 
"  fhould  be  here.  If  De  Joinville  were 
"  near,  how  gladly  would  I  throw  my- 
*'  felf  into  his  arms  for  protedtion." — 
"  I  wifh  with  all  my  heart,  my  lady,  he 
<*  was  here,  and  Blaife  with  him  i" 

VOL,  III.  N  It 
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It  feems  that  the  voices  proceeded  from 
fome  peafants  coming  from  work  at  a 
neighbouring  villa.  Several  of  them  had 
come  on  before  the  others,  and  the  noife 
made  by  the  horfes  on  which  Theodore 
and  Fabio  rode,  gave  them  a  notion  that 
their  companions  were  clofe,  on  which 
they  called,  or  rather  roared  out,  "  Come 
*'  along."  This  roar  was  the  death- 
blow  to  Theodore's  courage  ;  and  as  for 
Fabio>  terror  had  (lopped  his  tongue. 
The  terrified  knight  took  a  crofs  road, 
to  avoid  the  men,  but  miffing  his  way 
fell  in  with  a  fmall  party  of  the  peafants. 
The  ruftics  who,  by  the  light  of  the 
moon,  faw  a  horfeman  appear  armed  in 
an  extraordinary  manner,  were  fright- 
ened in  their  turn ;  they  drew  clofe  to 
one  another,  and  one  of  the  boldefl:  cried 
out :  "  Who  the  devil  goes  t  lere  ?" — 
"  A  civil  cavalier,  who  has  miffed  his 
<'  way,''  replied  Theodore.  "  Well ! 
6  "  Ecod  I 
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*'  Ecod !  and  let  him  find  *un  again, 
"  gin  he  ha'  loft  it,"  replied  the  clown. 
*'  Have  the  goodnefs,  gentlemen,"  faid 
Theodore,  "  to  tell  me  which  of  thefe 
**  roads  I  muft  take." — *'  The  right,  or 
'*  the  left,'*  replied  the  peafant,  growing 
"bold,  and  obferving  to  the  others  that 
the  two  men  were  fools :  *'  Ecod  1  we 
"  are  fix  to  two,"  continued  he,  "  let's 
^*  go  up  to  'em."  Our  trembling  adven- 
turers were  foon  furrounded.  The  men 
obferved  that  the  cavalier  had  a  long 
fword,  and  one  of  them  laying  hold  of 
it,  faid  :  *'  by  your  leaver  feigneur  war- 
^*  rior,  I  will  look  at  your  fword:  not 
**  that  I  have  any  wi(h  to  rob  you  of  it, 
"  but  it  will  lighten  your  poor  beaft." 
Oh  !  Heaven  !  was  it  for  fuch  unworthy 
hands  to  difarm  fo  noble  a  perfonage  ! — 
*'  It  is  at  your  fervice,"  replied  the  fad 
knight,  in  a  tone  milder  than  the  bleat- 
ing of  a  lamb.  *'  Where  the  dickens," 
N   2  faid 
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laid  one  of  the  band,  "  be  ye  trotting,  in 
*•'  thefe  fine  feathers  ?  Be  ye  going  to 
"  Germany  ?" — "  We  are  going  where- 
*^  ever  you  pleafe,'*  replied  the  timid 
knight,  in  the  hope  of  inducing  by  civi- 
lity the  countrymen,  v/hom  he  took  for 
robbers,  to  condufl  themfelves  wich  de- 
cency. 

While  Theodore  was  thus  engaged 
with  one  of  the  people,  another  was  exa- 
mining Fabio,  who  was  every  moment 
expeding  to  be  found  out  to  be  a  wo- 
man. **  Where  are  you  going  in  this 
*'  trim  ?'*  faid  the  fellow,  "  and  what 
**  are  you?" — '^  Alas  !"  replied  Fabio, 
in  a  feminine  voice,  "  I  have  no  need  to 
*'  tell  you  what  we  are,  for  I  am  fure 
^'  you  guefs." — "  Zooks  !  do  you  take 
''  me  for  a  witch  ?"  cried  the  man. 
"  No,  no,  not  I,"  replied  Fabio,  "  I  have 
"  too  much  refpe<5l  for  you,  to  fay  any 
*^  thing    unhandfome   of   you."  —  The 

fquire 
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fquire  of  a  valiant  knight  to  have  too 
much  refpedl  for  a  clown  ?  dreadful  !— 
"  Keep  your  refpedl  for  yourfelf,"  faid 
the  peafant,  "  and  tell  me  what  you  are/' 
— ^'  Nay,  good  worthy  gentleman,"  re- 
plied Fabio,  "  I  am  really  fo  frightened 
*'  that  I  can't  exadlly  fay  whether  I  am 
"  boy  or  girl." — "  Dickens !  I  do  be- 
*'  lieve  ye  be  both  girls,"  faid  the  clown, 
whofe  valour  rofe  to  its  full  height  at  the 
idea ;  and  imparting  his  difcovery  to  his 
comrades,  propofed  to  frighten  them  for  a 
little  fun.  They  all  agreed  ;  but  as  they 
feized  the  bridles  of  the  horfes,  and  were 
infixing  that  the  girls  fhould  difmount,  a 
trampling  was  heard  at  a  little  diftance, 
Theodore,  who  thought  himfelf  already 
undone,  made  a  grand  effort,  and  cried 
out,  with  all  the  force  he  could  colled:, 
for  help.  Fabio  joined  his  voice  to  the 
knight's.  They  fcreamed  in  concert, 
and  drowned  every  word  that  the  won- 
N  3  dering 
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dering  clowns  attempted  to  fpeak.  In  a 
few  moments  two  horfemen  were  feen 
riding  up  at  full  fpeed,  on  which  the  pea- 
fants,  quitting  the  bridles  and  the  dames, 
fled  affrighted  in  different  diredions. 
To  run  the  fafter,  he  who  had  borrowed 
Theodore's  fword  threw  it  down,  and 
the  whole  band  darted  into  a  wood  clofe 
by,  jufl  as  the  new  cavaliers  came  up  to 
Theodore,  who,  unable  to  fupport  his 
feelings  any  longer,  fainted  and  fell  from 
his  horfe.  Fabio  fcreamed  again,  and, 
before  the  cavalier,  whofe  appearance  had 
put  the  fuppofed  ruffians  to  flight,  could 
afk  a  queflion,  cried,  "  oh  !  my  lady  ! 
*'  fave  my  lady !"  The  aftoniihed  ftranger 
leaped  from  his  faddle,  and  running  up  to 
the  infenfible  knight,  whofe  fall  had  been 
a  gentle  one,  raifed  the  head  of  the  dif- 
guifed  lady  jufl  as  fhe  was  coming  to 
herfelf,  but  who  immediately  recolleding 
her  deliverer,  for  the  moon  flione  upon 

his 
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his  face,  to  be  her  lover,  the  unhappy 
De  Joinville,  fcreamed  and  fainted  again. 
Fabio  had  alighted,  and  was  now,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  fearchingFelicia's  pocket 
for  her  Hungary  water,  in  which  pofition 
De  Joinville  and  he  recollected  each 
other.  '^  Ah  !  feigneur,  feigneur,"  faid 
Dinah,  "  this  will  kill  my  miftrefs." 
Timanes,  who  heard  her  fpeak,  remem- 
bering the  voice  of  the  beautiful  Dinah, 
exclaimed  :  "  That's  Dinah  that's  fpeak- 
"  ing,  Fm  fure." — "  Yes,  Timanes,  it 
^*  is  I  myfelf,"  replied  (he ;  Heaven  be 
"  praifed,  you  have  done  penance  as 
*'  well  as  your  mader  ;  and  if  my  mif- 
"  trefs  recovers,  we  will  none  of  us  go 
<«  fcampering  over  the  country  any 
*'  more."  Timanes,  or,  to  refume  his 
own  name,  Blaife,  bleffed  himfelf,  and 
prayed  fervently  it  might  be  fo  :  he  had 
had  trotting  enough  after  the  foal,  and 
longed  for  nothing  fo  much  as  a  poultry- 
yard. 
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yard,  and  Dinah,  or   rather  Babet,    to 
fuperintend  it. 

Felicia,  having  had  her  temples  bathed 
with  the  Hungary  water,  revived,  and  fuf- 
fered  De  Joinville  to  kifs  her  hand  and  beg 
her  pardon,  without  being  offended.  She 
loved  him,  and  being  now  frightened  out 
of  her  folly,  conceiving  too  that  fhe  owed 
him  more  perhaps  than  the  clovi^ns  meant 
to  rob  her  of,  fhe  not  only  fuffered  his 
careiTes,  but  frankly  returned  them  :  fhe 
preffed  his  hand,  and  thanked  him  with 
a  graceful  fmile  for  the  fervice  he  had 
rendered  her.  De  Joinville  expreffed  his 
delight  with  the  ardour  natural  to  him, 
and  prevailed  upon  her  to  accompany 
him  to  the  country-feat  of  a  friend  of  his 
in  the  neighbourhood,  in  order  to  take 
fhelter  for  the  night.  In  the  way  Fe- 
licia, having  recovered  by  experience  the 
common  fenfe  flie  had  lofl  by  her  read- 
ing, ridiculed  her  own  folly  fo  unmer- 
cifully. 
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cifuU)^,  and  rallied  Da  Jolaville  on  his 
with  To  much  humour  mixed  with  kind- 
.  nefs,  that  before  they  reached  their  aly- 
lum  for  the  night,  he  was  convinced  that 
men  who  deviate  from  the  paths  of  rea- 
lity into  thofe  of  imagination  are  allied 
to  lunatics. 

After  fpending  a  few  days  with  the 
friend  of  Da  Joinville,  at  whofe  houfe 
they  had  been  warmly  received,  during 
which  time  the  amiable  Felicia  de  Bel- 
mont promifed  to  beftow  her  hand  on 
her  happy  lover  at  the  end  of  a  month 
after  her  return  to  Belmont,  they  fet 
out  together  for  home,  attended  by 
Blaife  and  Babet.  At  the  time  ap- 
pointed, Felicia  fulfilled  her  promife 
in  bellowing  her  hand  on  De  Join- 
ville, and  one  of  the  claufes  in  the  mar- 
riage fettlement  was,  that  none  of  their 
children  (hould  ever  be  allowed  to  read 
novels  of  any  defcription. 

Blaife 
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Blaife  and  Babet  were  united  at  the 
fame  time,  but  no  fettlements  being  ne- 
cefiary  for  them,  they  made  a  bonfire,  on 
the  eve  of  their  wedding-day,  of  Blaife's 
whole  library  of  books,  to  be  certain 
that  not  one  of  thern  (hould  fall  into  the 
hands  of  their  oHVpring. 


THE    END. 


Strahan  and  Prefion, 
TrintGrj-Strcet,  Lowdon. 
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